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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of wanscription 7/25/96 

information: 

At approximately 8:30 PM on July 17, 
in the backyard of his house facing southeast. 
what he describ 
the treeline. 

firework launch up into s high above 
advised that there is a lake-behind his 

beyond the lake. This "firework", 
further described as a bright yellowish/orange 

then began to desc ost towards 
direction. then 

stated that the did not 
a firework;but rathe 

Vfcontrolled14 explosion, which then "dripped" downward. 
did not hear anything following the explosion. 

+ ;nvestigmtw~i . ?/!5/‘96 .I1 
aa3-- 

Westhampton Beach, New York(telephonicaliy! 

I‘il,-# 265A-NY-259028 

CINDY A. PEIL/gmo I~.m dlil.lICd 7/25/96 
. 
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AU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 09/23/97 

the nature #f the interview. He then provided the 
information: 

foilo;ing 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:3Opm 
IZ was standing in his backyard looking in an easterly direc ion 

over the la ' 
attention. 

is backyard when a light in the sky caught his 

w 
stated that the sky was dark and that there 

was no moon In t e sky and that the light really caught his 
attention. 

w 
thought this light was a firework in the sky on 

an approxlma e magnetic bearing from him of 144 degrees. He 
thought this to be strange because although he is accustomed to 
seeing fireworks over the lake, they are usually not from that 
direction. The light ascended vertically or just left of 

\/ vertical, for about 5 seconds, to a point where it turned into a 
large red and orange blob of light. The light did not waver or 
wiggle while it ascended. It seemed to go in a straight line. 
He noticed several pieces of light fall cjpwn with one piece that 
was bigger than the rest fall just to the left (East), of the 
other pieces. 

held a ruler at arms length with the bottom of 
surface of the lake at the far end. He stated 

that: 
- The tops of the trees were at approximately 2 

inches on the ruler. 
i 

- To the point where he first saw the light in the sky 
was approximately 3 inches. 

- The point where the light stopped ascending and 
turned into a giant blob of red and orange light was 
5 inches. 

did not hear any sounds or see a smoke trail 
The entire sequence took 

L/‘nvestigationon 09/23/97 at New York, NY 

FileA 265A-NY-259028-c&~*&59 
SA CHRIS T. VOSS, FBI 

Dale dictated N/A 

by SA ROBERT V. DESANTIS, FBI a* 
0971 

,L .-. 
‘Ibis documatt contains tMter rammmda ’ flons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your w; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Continuation of FD-302 of 
C.cl” 09/23,97 ,bc 2 

approximately 15 seconds from when h 
where he lost it below the horizon. 

noticed the light to 
was 

in his m ind the sequence of events asked to simulate 
a 

The tim ing for his two tests were 15 imed for accuracy. 
seconds and 14 seconds. 

did not see any other planes that night. While 
noticed the landing 

it should be noted that the agents 
lights of a plane in the exact spot where 

stated he saw the light. 

does not wear glasses. His vision is 20/20. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Investigator JOHN P. KEARY of the New York State Police 
Department on- July 26, 1996: 

Center Moriches,, 

On July l.7, 1996; at a 
the yacht club with her husbaqi, 
standing near the picnic~tables 
m;Ieher husband said, "did you see that?" 

looked up into the southeastern sky and observed a 
She stated this ball of fire dropped below the 

horizon past the'dunes on the barrier island. 
three explosions followed by a big cloud. 

She then heard 
She stated the 

fireball fell behind a large group of bushes/trees on the barrier 
island (several mils across the bay). She estimated that the 

'L-l 
original ball of fire was first observed about.30 degrees above 
her horizon. 

- stated that this event occurred about ten 
miles away and she did not see-anything ascending into the sky. 

. 
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Date of transcription 7/22/96 

interview. 

-was on the 8:15 P.M. ferry from Patchogue to 
aavis Park, Fire Island, New York, on Wednesday, July 17, 1996. 
At approximately 8:45 P.M. while facing an eastern direction 

. . ..i..;;n; :;zem ;;El;;;on. After the explosion, objects were 
While some of the objects were 

falling they began to shoot in an upward direction 
described the explosion as being a fountain of flames. ' Itook approximately 30 seconds for all the objects to fall below the 
horizon. The explosion gave the appearance of being very close 
zo the beach. 

expl-slsz~furnishxl the followins yn;dnzs; sd;;E;;.to the 

FL!c= 255A-XY-259028 

,7&C 
This dlxument wntrms ncrther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the pquq of the! FBI ad is 
.: .I:I~ II< r‘,wrent~ are not I\’ be dlstributcd outside !our agency. 
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On July 27, 
Detective KEN HIEB of 

1996, Detective DANNY CALEMINE and 
the New York City Police Department and 

starea as ~OLIOWS: 

On July 17, 1996,m was traveling on the 8:15 p.m. 
New York to Davis Park, New York, with 

{ferIYfronband-were sitting on,the& 
deck of the erry, when three-quarters through the trip, 
noticed a bright light flare type pattern shoot up into the sky 
from the waters about two miles east of her location. At this 
point,wstated there was a big fiery colored explosion that 
took an oval shape and then ascended into a column form, which 
fell straight down into the water. Once the column of flames 
sunk into the water,mstated there was a period of about 
five seconds in which she saw a fountain of fire shooting from 
the water. stated she did not hear anything during this 
incident be e ferry engine's were extremely loud. 

# 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trmraipth 

.I. 24 _I. 
7/21/96 

Between 8:30 and 8:45 PM 
Atlantic Ocian due south. Ba 

was staring out into the 
She saw a r light, like a boat 

flare, with a smokey white stream following it, shoot up from  the 
horizon. 

L-l 
She could not tell if it originated from  either Dune 

Road or the ocean. The red flare went straight up into the sky 
for about two or three seconds. 
into a much larger fireball. 

Suddenly, the red flare expanded 
There was no sound heard at this 

point. Then a red flame funneled down from  the fireball, and 
descended downward when a second, much larger fireball erupted. 
This larger-fireball then split into two smokey trails which 
continued to descent downward and away from  each other beyond 
Dune Road into the ocean. 

am 
then heard three deep rumbling sounds. Her 

husband, who was on a jetski at the time in the bay, 
traveled across the bay to Dune Road, crossed Dune Road, and 
looked into the ocean to see what had happened. 

From where the flare originated 
unusual-li ht on the surface. The red fla 
smoke trai 4 which quickly dissipated. 

~H!EIEz;Fy 
The smokey trail did not 

extend down very far from  the flare's head. 

‘ti 

/rtt 

advised that her brother-in-law 
8 ?E!ket also saw the ascending flare, but a 

everyone else she was with had only seen the descending fireball. 

Invcrtigetion on 

..: -- ._._--. 
F  

b 

This document contains wither recommeadrtionr BOC COOCIPS~~P~ of the FBI. It b ~bc property of the FBI u 
it and its contents we not lo be distributed outride your l #eacy. 
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agents and the nature of the interview, she provided the 
following information: 

On the evening of 
her husband 

Remsenberg, New York, for 
could not recall 
time during dusk, after they had eaten dinner, she was standing 

"u 
on the Yacht S u dron deck withm(her brother-in-law) and 

\wknes facing south, watching the children 
when she glanced up to the sky and 

observed an object that lo;ked like a flare, traveling straight 
upwards. l ’ 

described the "flare" as an orange ball followed 
watched the object travel, unchanged in 

one second, at the end of which was 
not see the flare after the 
the highest point of the event. 

From the explosion, a small fireball, which 
a described as a round orange object, expanded and fell ownward, 

trailed by a funnel of gray-black smoke. The fireball object 
fell a quarter of the total height from the explosion to the 

for approximately one second after the 
shoot off in all directions from 

The sparkles reminded her of fireworks. 
While the sparkles were present, 
stop moving. 

the fireball object appeared to 

lmatigalion on 6/25/97,7/g/97 ,,t Westhampton, NY 

Fde# 265A-NY-259028 /@J' 623 Date dictated 7/7/97 
SA Jennifer A. Leonard 

by 
/9= ,*. . 

Ttliadocunlellt~imoailber recomme~~norcoacbuionrof~F91. ItirthqmpextyofWBhadio~~yanr~ 
itandilacoalelu are aat lo be dhibuted outide your agency. 
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The spark&es were followed approximately one second 1 
eti than the first, Whiti m 
described the second as 

outward in all 
From this explosion there were a few trails of gra .'. p , g. b--y 

down and outward from each other. The trai 
,:,.;: 

those seen from the falling pieces of the Space Shuttle 
The smoke trails continued to spiral downward &#r a 

until they disappeared at the horizon behind 
saw no objects falling with the smoke trails. 

The time from seeing the flare until the smoke trails 
disappeared was approximately ten seconds. The entire event was 
aligned above a lone building on the strip of land (Dune Road) to 
the south across the bay. 

felt 
A second or two after the smoke trails disappeared, 

the earth rumble and heard 
'b 

e of seconds after the first rumble, 
three more sounds of thunder in 
of noise was louder than the 
which one. 

could not remember 
The sound came from 

the explosion. ‘ 

k 
advised she had an unobstructed view of the 

southern s y, the weather was clear with good visibility, and the 
water of the bay was calm. She saw no airplanes that da and, 

%'. -'except for the described event, saw nothing unusual. Y was 
not under the influence of any substances. 

llowing the interview, 
escorted Eo 

the interviewing agents 

Avenue, 
to the WESTHAMPTON YACHT SQUADRON on Bayview 

Remsenberg, New York. The YACHT SQUADRON property is 
located on the north side of Moriches Bay. At the back (south 
side) of the YACHT SQUADRON building is a covered deck that opens 
onto a lawn and beach. Across the Bay, Dune Road is visible and 
creates the horizon line. stood on the deck in the 
location where she witness event and, holding a ruler given 
to her by the agents straight up and down at arms length, placed 
her thumb on the two inch mark aligning it with the horizon. With 
the one inch mark closest to the ground, she advised that the 
highest point of the event occurred approximately in the range of 
the 12 inch mark. 





FD302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

-l- 
FEDERALBUREAUOFBWESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 07/21/96 

ely 8:30-8:40 P.M.,-and 
nd who are 
ng in the water on their 

surfboards approximately 100 yards out from Smithpoint Park and 
6-8 miles West of Moriches. -was looking Southeast into the 
sky when he saw a "bright star-like" light travelling on an 
easterly, horizontal path at '@a good speed". The light was not 
trailing smoke.mbserved a "dim speck I8 trail off downward 
from the light and '@disappear'@. The speck left no visible smoke 
trail. Shortly thereafter the light, which was faint at first, 

kl 
became brighter and began to arc downward. At this time, flame 
and thick, trailing smoke became visible as t 
ball, approximately the size of a quarter to 
Another object, 

s naked eye. 
believed to be "the major part of the aircraft" 

was observed "burning behind the main ball". The main ball then 
"eruptedI into a larger ball of flames which then fell to the 
level of the horizon. At this point only the smoke trail was 
visible and no flames could be seen over the horizon. No 
explosions were heard only a "deep rumbling" sound. 

-a- 
‘/ 

Investigation on 07/21/96 at New York, New York 
Filet 265A-NY-259028 

by SA ADAM B. DRUCKER 7j21/&& 2 1% ' 

/w This document containa neither recommendations nor conclusionn of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is lm ned to your envy; 
it and ita contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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FBDlEPALBtJBEAUOFINVESTIGATION 

Dar. of truscriptio~ 08/06/96 

Date of Birth (DOB) 
nkoma, New York, 
official identities 

the interview. 
BEDNAB, thereafter, provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996 . 
yards east of Smith Point Par w th two friends 
;;; - yho arefb~~'~~~~~~8?!!!!@@ 

was on his surf board facing south, when he observed a 
small spark of light southeast from his position traveling from 
east to west. From this initial point of observation (T), he 
then saw a dim speck of light fall down and away in the direction 
of the initial spark at T plus one (1) second. At T plus three- 

“w 
five (3-5) seconds, the initial spark of light began to intensify 
in its brightness and started to arc downward from its initial 
horizontal track. At T plus ten (10) seconds, the spark reached 
a level of brightness where fire became visible and a smoke trail 
was forming. By T plus fifteen (15) seconds, the rate of descent 
of the flames increased and a second fireball started to trail 
off from the main fireball. It was at this point that- 
observed what he believed to be a section of a 727 aircraft at 
the head of the main fireball. -ased this observation on 
the fact that he works for an aircraft parts manufacturer. This 
main fireball then began to form a trail of dark smoke. By 
T plus twenty-thirty (20-30) seconds, the massive fireball 
descended below the horizon and only a trail of smoke remained. 
This was then followed, fifteen - 
later, by a long, 

twenty-five (15-25) seconds 
deep rumble that sounded like thunder. 

stimated that 
At no 

ascending skywards and only saw 
from the spark of light. 

the fireball descended five (5) 
time did he observe anything 
something descending at an angle 

07/29/96 oma, New York .*. ; . . 

met 265A-NY-259028 
p\SA JOHN D. FETHI 

by I SA DAVID SEBASTI Date dictated 08/02/96- 
07/7 I .;. ,,a _'*' ,. .I ,.y,.. 

:l? 
1. Thi8 docpppamt amt&r math rmmradatinna l nr MD-#-A--- -8 •~- -0. *a * * 





1. 

s 

265A-NY-259028 
WH:pan 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) WILLIAM HANSEN at the intersection of Dune Road and 
Jessup Lane, Westhampton Beach, New York (NY), on July 18. 1996: 

DECK HOTEL and saw the whole thing. I . 
. 

A couple who refused to provide their names, adviwd d 
lot of people at the WESTHAMPTON HOUSE, 585 Dune Road, .'l., . 
Westhamptqn, NY saw the explosion. - 

ed in Washington, D.C., 

and- 
a m-da: 

Eastern District of New York and 
Bureau of Jnvestigation, 
some of the dredge employees, but not all of them. 

~~pvi~e,dJ;;a;: his family observed a large explosion only at!!!! 
'; 
-[Cd 

I I 1996, followed by--a smaller explosion. ,",J 

An unidentified driver from WESTHAMPTON TAXI adv 
his firm should be contacted at telephone numbers (800) 6 
or (516) 288-3252 and determine which drivers were on dut 

‘u July 17, 1996, to determine what they saw or what one 96 
passenqers observed. 

/.a 7% :. F3w 
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m-g ~";~$on~n?ke bay at bouy number 
en he saw a flare or a rocket'streak acro;s the sky and 

th& observed an explosion between 8:15 and 8:30 pm. 

and on a dPwnward angle and 
occurred. 

continued on until an explosion 

. . 
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The attached Police report is the report of interview 

z:!!%#!!%Newte Police Department. 
by Investigators THOMAS O'NEILL and KEVIN WALSH 

inte 

currenily unemployed. 

approximately 8:15 PM to 8:30 PM, he was on his boat (accompanied 
by other family members) in Moriches Bay off Westhampton Beach 
between Green Buoys 34 and 36. At this time, he estimates his 
position as one-half mile north of Dune Road. 1-b 
states that he was looking south when he saw what he believed to 
be fireworks emanating from Moriches Bay. He describes the 
firework appeared to be orange and ascending slightly to the 12 
o'clock position. At its height, the object appeared to be a 
possible flare fired from a boat on the Bay and also the flare- 
like object began to descend and then turned into a bright 
red/orange fireball ed into the sea behind the south 
side of Dune Road. 
behind the Dune line. 

lost sight of the fireball 
He then heard 

shook the water. 
three loud explosions which 

craft. 

did not observe any boat particularly 
t notice the size, shape, or color or any 

prospective of the source of the flare-like object was probably 
effected by the time of day (dusk) and the distance that the 
object was away. He is positive however that the object was 
travelling from east to west. 

0636 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) WILLIAM RAWSEN at the intersection of Dune Road and 
Jessup Lane, Westhampton Beach, New York (WY), on July 18. 1996: 

A couple who refused to provide their names, advised a 
lot of People at the WRSTBAWPTON HOUSE, 585 Dune Road, 

::'f: 
Westhamptqn, NY saw the explosion. 

residing at the DUNE DECK HOTEL advised 
urther described as having a cast on 

out at the hotel saw "the whole 
ed in Washington, D.C., 

__- . L.e; 
. . . . 

$'i&< 

5z25-- advised he and his family observed a large explosion only at 8:30 
pm, on July 17, 1996, followed by--a smaller explosion. 

his firm 
or (516) 
July 17, 
passenger 

1996, to determine what they saw or what one 
's observed. 

An unidentified driver from WES THAMPTDN TAXI advised 
should be contacted at telephone numbers (800) 649-4118 
288-3252 and determine which drivers were on duty on 
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and on a dQwnward angle 
occurred. 

and continued,on until an explosion 

. . 2:‘. 

. I 

-- 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) WILLIAM HANSEN at the intersection of Dune Road and 
Jessup Lane, Westhampton Beach, New York (NY), on July 18. 1996: 

DECK HOTEL and saw the whole thing. 

A couple who refused to provide their names, advised a 
lot of people at the WESTHAMPTO 
Westhamptqn, 

N HOUSE, 585 Dune Road, 
NY saw the explosion. 

residing at the DUNE DECK HOTEL advised 
described as having a cast on 

the hotel saw "the whole 
ed in Washington, D.C., 

is pa* oi 
GREAT LAKES DREDGE AND DOCK advised he 

e dredg ng crew off,..the Coast Guard 8 

Eastern District of Now York and SA DAVID S. EDWARDS, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Long Island Resident Agency interviewed -.-- - - some of tne dredge employees, but not all of them. 

&? advised he and his family observed a large explosion only at 8:30 
pm, on July 17, 1996, followed by--a smaller explosion. 

his firm 
or (516) 
July 17, 
passenger 

An unidentified driver from WESTHAMRTON 
should be contacted at telephone numbers 
288-3252 and determine which drivers wer 
1996, to determine what they saw or what 
*s observed. 

TAXI advised 
(800) 649-4118 J : *$?g 

e on duty on pp &; - 
One 96 

_. 
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and on a dOwnward angle and 
occurred. continued on,until an explosion 

/u 73 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcriptton 07/24/96 

Mzd~3e~o Remsenberg! New Yorkt was contacted regarding a sighting she 

was on a boat along with four (4) adults and five 
the Moriches Bay. 

she and the others flare 
At approximately 8:30 p.m., 

saw = a Island of Westhampton Beach. ar in the sky over the Barrier 

;;gpp !?I@ ions that the o 
said she mentioned to her 
in the sky looked like a 

described the flare as bright orange or yellow. 
favelled stra 

a smoke trail. 1 
ight up and did not wiggle. The 
‘iirst 

FERO did not see 
Road on Westhan 

saw the flare as it appeared over Dune 
firecracker-typ- I 

briginally thought it was a 

a few seconds. 
said the object was in the air for 

flare again, 
loxed away 

hit anything. 
it was on its way down. 

as certain that the flare's origin was in the 
ocean and not the bay. 

2~~*-tJy-259028-SUB - cc 31, VW \ . . . . .._... _ ‘,-‘..-, .____ --, : i. ,__ __ : - -. -- 
I .I .:, -:. _ ._ 
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FEDERAt BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

On July 21, 
Remsenberg, New York, 

Date of ttansctiption 7/23/97 

was 
made aware of the ided 
Detective and the nature of the interview. 

1 
responded to a 

and the interviewing Agent and Detective 

Oneck Lane. 
location on the edge of Moriches Bay just off of 

On July 17, 
had been on a boat in Mor 

tely 8:30 p.m., she 
stated that this 

location was the closest shoreline 
position on the water that night. 
additional information: 

t- the boat's 
provided the following 

There were other individuals in the boat with her, 
approximately four (4) adults and five (5) children. The boat 
was facing towards the bridge that Jessup Lane runs across. The 
boat was located approximately halfway between the shoreline near 
Oneck Lane, and the far shoreline on the Barrier Island of 

In the upper right hand area of her field of 
observed what she initially described as a flare. 

stated that what she, in fact, saw Was a straight ‘streak", 
orange in color. This streak was vertical. 

When 
existed in the -k- 

first observed the streak, it already 
s y, as if something had left a trail. While 

holding a twelve inch ruler up at arm's length, she estimated the 
width of the streak at one quarter inch. 

She saw no movement in the streak. She did not see the 
process of it's beginning or ending. 

After she saw this streak she looked away, then she 
heard the sound of an explosion. 
the sound approximately 25 v 

estimated that she heard 
seconds a ter first seeing the streak. 

The sound of the explosion was a quick sharp boom that sounded 
"muffled" and "deep". 

On the horizon where first saw the streak is the 
Barrier Island of Westhampton Beach. 
length the twelve inch ruler. 

again held up at arms 
that was on Barrier 

Island between her and where she first observed the streak was 

~nvestigationon 7/21/97 at Moriches, New York 

FileI 265A-NY-259028 CCP G4& Date dictated 7/22/97 
SA CHRISTOPHER T. VOSS/ a+.' 

by Det. THOMAS F. CORRIGAN, NYCPD/CTV/emf . 
,' 

: -1 
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Continuatidn of FD-302 of _ ,on7/21/97 .he 2 

ee quarters of an inch raised up off the 

behind this. 
tated that lower portion of the streak started 

It was brighter in this location. The streak; 
extended up to approximately ten inches above the horizon. 

- again, reiterated that the streak that she saw 
was in existence when she first observed it. It had no apparent 
motion and she did not see specifically which end it had began or 
ended with. She did not see anything else other than this streak 
that she described. 

. 
l 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of ttanscription 7/24/96 

- aaid he was with his 
nr on the fourth telephone number 

of WESTHAMPT - --- this ) saw an orange object ascending in the s';G,--w&id 
object had emanated from the southwest and was travelling 
horizontally from right to left. 

into a big 
After about ten seconds this object blew up and turned 

red ball. 
landed in the ocean. 

Soon after a chute of fire came down and 

the explosion. He di hR 
did not see any smoke at the time of 

m 
, owever, 

orange ball. 
see black smoke with the flaming 

did not see any aircraft. 
'L.-l 

\. :. ‘% c __~. _. -_-... - 
! __._ __.__-. ----- i 

lnvestigrtion on 7/18/96 at Westhampton Beach, New York (telephonically) 
L../ FileX 265A-NY-259028 

by SA ES P. MIKALIC/dp Date dictafed 
v 

7/24/96 
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1. 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) WILLIAM HANSEN at the intersection of D~n8 Road and 
Jessup Lane, Westhampton Beach, New York (NY), on July 18. 1996: 

DECK HOTEL and saw the whole thing. 

A couple who refused to prOVid8 their names, advised a 
lot of people at the WESTHAMPTO 
Westhamptqn, 

N HOUSE, 585 Dune Road, 
NY saw the explosion. 

residing at the DUNE DECK HOTEL advised 
described as having a cast on 

the hotel saw "the whole 
ed in Washington, D.C., 

. . 

BEACH CLUB, Westhampton Beach, NY. .- .. 
advised several of the Wgrips,n who were outside 

Eastern District of New York and SA DAVID S. kJWARDS, Federal - 
Bureau iif @VestigatiOn, Lcng Island Resident Agency interviewed 
some of the dredge 8mplOy888, but not all of th8m. 

5i? advised h8 and his fanily observed a large explosion only at 8:30 
pm, on July 17, 1996, fOllOW8d by..a smal&ar explosion. 

‘W 

An unidentified driver from WESTHAMPTON TAXI advised _. -. his firm should be COntaCt8d at telephone 
or (516) 288-3252 and detenttin which driv 
July 17, 1996, to determine what they saw 
passenge .rs observed. 

numbers 
'ers were 
or what 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, 
concluding at 

New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
approximately 11:00 pm. Assisting with the 

roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

she obser!aa(lll? 
advised that 

a white ligh which turned orange and exploded. 
-believed what she observed was a plane and saw the fuel 
Furn on decent to the water. 

a wide streak of flame ascending up, followed by a flame falling 
stated the two pieces separated as they 

e sky. -estimated the located of her 
observation to be between the COACB WORKS car wash and the Army 
Reserve airport. 

sky traveling east on a downward 45 degree angle. 
erupted into flames and broke into two pieces, which descended to 
the water. 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17 

the water and white in color 'at the top of the plume. 

an 

L.-l she was 1 
located on Dune Road, Westhampton, New York. 
loud "boomsl* that were seconds apart and ob 
the horizon over the ocean. 

who resides at: 

a few seconds apart. 

~4S~~i~I?amp”n ’ N_eLXQEb advised she did not observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 
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On July 31, 1996, Special Agents (SAs) DAVID C. 
BDRRODGHS and JAMES P. MIICALIC (I-40) re-contactedi 

r, __ . Date of Birth (DOB) # 81 . -- -~.-- 
perma 

regarding an airborne object he 
advised the following: 

and his friend, f-1, a were on the fourth 
(4th) ho he Westham ton Country Club when, at 8:00 PM - 
8:15 PM, called 
was a "shooting star." & 

attention to what-thought 
spotted this "shooting star" and 

looked away as they crossed an area on the 4th hole ttat was 
heavily populated with trees. 

thought it took five to ten (5 to 10) seconds to 
se trees. At the clearing, 

1 toward the ocean and spotted an orange bal 
looked up again 

in the sky. This 
orange ball was travelling right to left (west to east) and was 

radually descending in an angle almost horizontal to the ocean. 

u ends 
watched this ball for approximately five to seven (5 to 7) 

. -also saw a white substance or matter surrounding 
the red ball but was not certain if this white matter was a smoke 
trail or clouds. 

, 
During the 5 to 7 seconds 

grew in intensity and brightness. 
travelled at a consistent speed. P 

saw this red ball, it 
thought the red ball 

A ter 5 to 7 seconds, the red 
ball exploded and a "red chute of fire" fell to the earth. From 

vantage point, he thought the "chute of fire" was in the 
r about one (1) second. -lost sight of the "chute of 

fire" over the tree line and, from his perspective, thought it 
landed on Dune Road in Westhampton Beach. 
explosion, 
movement." m 

At the time of the 
hought the orange ball made an "outward expansion 

concussion. 
did not hear anything nor did he feel any 

At the time he was witnessing this event 
sure what he was lookin at. 1 

* 

His best guess was thi 
was a shooting star. did not think the object was a plan& 

nothing he saw lea im to believe the object was a plane. 
realized that the object was a plane after hearing this 

on the news. 
I 

-4 FBI-NEWYORK, 





The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. Assisting with the 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

advised that 

a wide streak of 
behind. 

flame ascending up, followed by a flame falling 

ascended-e sky. @ 
stated the two ieces separated as they 

estimated the located of her 
observation to be between the COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 
Reserve airport. 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

an 

located on Dune Road, Westhampton, New York. 
loud l'boomsll that were seconds apart and ob 
the horizon over the ocean. 

Westhmptqn, N-ew.J&,& 
observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 

/ 37J- 
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observed a falling, wide, 
this point, the vehicle was north of Montauk Highway and south of 
railroad tracks. The flame appeared to fall on land between 
Montauk Highway and Main Street. Also, the flame appeared to 

one-half (l/2) mile east of Old Riverhead 
did not hear sounds or feel vibrations from the 

. 

cc 8. .: , . . . . 
L’ Investigation on 07/19/96 at Westhampton, New York _. ,w.w--r:;;.s 

l-77 
File # 265A-NY-259028 

SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL 
by SA STEVEN A. BONGARD Date dictated 07/24/96- 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, 
concluding 

New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
at approximately 11:00 pm. Assisting with the 

roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

at the East Hampton 
advised at 

he observed an orange glow toward the front of the plane. 
observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 

which descended straight down to the water. 

she obser!mh\ whi 
advised that 

ch turned orange and exploded. 
-believed what she observed was a plane and saw the fuel 
Furn on decent to the water. 

sky traveling east on a downward 45 degree angle. 
erupted into 
the water. 

flames and broke into two-pieces; which desc&deG to 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

observed a plume of smoke-grey in color closest to the surface 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

observed black smoke. 
an 

Westhampton,. 
however, 

, aavlse 

apartm~nts~::-~~~~~~~t~~~ ~~~o~~'s~~~k~~ecras~ l'booms IQ 
I* followed by two additional' 

the horizon over the ocean. 

night of July 17, 
a few seconds apart. 

booms8@ in a series 

Jsa’f W~sthampton, N_ew..,.m 
advised she did not observe the plane 

crash, however, she d d her two explosions. 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, 
concluding at 

New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
approximately 11:00 pm. Assisting with the 

roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

advised that - 

burn on decent to the water. 

a wide 
behind. 

streak of flame ascending up, followed by a 

ascended-e sky. p 
blame falling 

stated the two ieces separated as they 
estimated the located of her 

observation to be between the COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 
Reserve airport. 

erupted into 
the water. 

flames and broke into two pieces; which descended to 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

the horizon over the ocean. 

Westhampton, NewJ'rk, 
observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name : 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:00 pm. Assisting with the 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

he observed an orange glow toward the front of the plane. k -. 
observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 

which descended straight down to the water. 
Pt. 

a -. 
advised that 

Reserve airport. 

sky traveling east on a I 
w 

erupted into-flames and 
the water. 

"w 

downward 45 degree angle. The light 
broke into two pieces, which descended to 

L/38 
..."t,:-;ii';'-~S~S~~-S~3 cc . . . . 

--- . 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

observed black smoke. 
an 

hat she did not see the crash, 
Vfboom,18 followed by two additional 

initiai mboom@t shook the 

a few seconds apart. 

fl- Westhampton New.Y$rk, 

crash, however, 
advised she did not obse&e*&;'plane 

she did her two explosions. 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, 
concluding at 

New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
approximately 11:00 pm. Assisting with the 

roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

at the East Hampton 
advised at 

he observed an orange glow toward the front of the plane. 
observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 

cc. : 

which descended straight down to the water. 
;'- 

. -. 
advised that 

which turned orange and exploded. 
was a plane and saw the fuel 

a wide streak of 
behind. 

flame ascending up, followed by a 

ascended- sky. d 

ilame falling 
stated the two ieces separated as they 

estimated the located of her 
observation to be between the COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 
Reserve airport. 

sky traveling east on a downward 45 degree angle. 
erupted into flames and broke into two pieces, 
the water. 

which descended to 
da? 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

observed a plume of smoke greykin color closest to the surface 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

observed black smoke. 

oom,"@ followed by two additional 
he initial ttboom81 shook the 

of 

an 

the horizon over the ocean. 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, 
concluding at 

New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
approximately 11:00 pm. Assisting with the 

roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

advised that - 
which turned orange and exploded. 

believed what she observed was a plane and saw the fuel 
decent to the water. 

observation to be between the 
Reserve airport. 

COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 

45 degree angle. 
erupted into flames and broke into two pieces, 
the water. 

which descended to 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

observed a plume of smoke grey in color closest to the surface 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

Seconds later they heard a second explosion and 

Westhampton,. 
however, apartm;nts;! 

hat she did not see the cram, 
l*booms fit 

o followed by two additional 
stated the lnitiai mboomn shook the 

of 

an 

"boomsn in a series a few seconds apart. 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name: . 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, 
concluding at 

New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
approximately 11:00 pm. Assisting with the 

roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

believed what he observed was 
series of 'qbooms81 when the ball of flame hit 

Country Club 

he observed an orange glow toward the front of the plane. /f : observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 
which descended straight down to the water. ;'* 

. -. 

advised that 
she obse 

believed what she observed was a plane and saw the fuel 
decent to the water. 

. - a wide streak of 
behind. 

flame ascending up, followed by a flame falling 

ascended~~~~~'""~:~~~:~S;~~dl~~a~~yof her 
observation to be between the COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 
Reserve airport. 

sky traveling east on a 
erupted into flames and broke into two-pieces; which desc&ded to 
the water. 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

observed a plume of smoke grey in color closest to the surface 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

observed black smoke. 
an 

the horizon over the ocean. 

who resides at: 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 

/ 37J- 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 

Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:00 pm. Assisting with the 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

at the East 
advised at 

an oringe glow toward -the-fro& of the plane. k -. 
explosion that resulted in a stream of ;r'. - fire which descended straight down to the water. 

advised that 
which turned orange and exploded. 

-believed what she observed was a plane and saw the fuel 
burn on decent to the water. 

a wide streak of flame ascending up, followed by a 
behind. 
ascended-e sky. p 

blame falling 
stated the two ieces separated as they 

estimated the located of her 
observation to be between the COACH WORKS car wash and the Annv 
Reserve airport. 

the water. 
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observed 
The following individuals heard an explosion and 

a plume of smoke over the water on July 17 

who re%deI at? 
L)nm, IVW'Yor 

that he heard an explos& an 
a second explosion. -looked out toward gzc=an and 
observed a plume of smoke grey in color closest to the surface 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. of 

an 

she was 1 
located on Dune Road, Westhampton, New York. 
loud ,,booms,, that were seconds apart an9 ob 
the horizon over the ocean. 

a few seconds apart. 

Westhampton, N_ew-.Ye 
observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:00 pm. Assisting with the 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

fire which descended straight down to the water. 

S0/ 

she obser!!!%!!!&h!z 
advised that 

which turned orange and exploded. 
-believed what she observed was a plane and saw the fuel 
-on decent to the water. 

a wide streak of flame ascending up, followed by a flame falling 
behind. 
ascended~~~~~~d~~~~~m~~~~~d~~~a~~~yof her 
observation to be between t a COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 
Reserve airport. 

sky traveling east on a downward 45 degree angle. 
erupted into flames and broke into two pieces, 
the water. 

which descended to 

: 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

observed a plume of smoke grey in color closest to the surface 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

observed black smoke. 

of 

an 

Westhampton,. hat she did not see th 
however, apar,;.ts;, e crasn, 
,,booms ,, 

,, followed by two additional 
stated the lnitiai Nkboom@8 shook the 

few seconds apart. 

who resides at 

only heard three Wboomsn in a series 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. Assisting with the 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

an orange glow toward the front of the plane. A. -- observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of ;(a - - - tire wnich descended straight down to the water. 

a wide streak of flame 
behind. 

ascending up, 
ascended~~:~~r~~~~d~~~l~~~~~~~~~ 

observation to be between the COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 
Reserve airport. 

who reside a 

a llg 

‘L.-l 

sky traveling east on a downward 45 degree angle. The light 
erupted into flames and broke into two pieces, which descended to 
the water. 

y'38 . ..- . , -,rii';'--&~>2&yJ~ cc . . r-&-r . 
-- . - -: 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

tne water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

an 

she did not see the crasn, 
,, followed by two additional 

,tboomn shook the 

the horizon over the ocean. 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) AWGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, 
concluding at 

New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
approximately 11:OO pm. Assisting with the 

roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

he observed an orange glow toward the front of the plane. A. -- 
observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 

which descended straight down to the water. 
;'. 

advised that - 
ch turned orange and exploded. 

ed was a plane and saw the fuel 

observation to be between the 
Reserve airport. 

COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 

the water. 
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observed a 
The following individuals heard an explosion and 

plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

Seconds later they heard a second explosion and 
observed black smoke. 

an 

boomslU in a series 

Westhampton, Hew.*.= 
observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBEUA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:00 pm. Assisting with the 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

at the East Hampton 
advised at 

he observed an orange glow toward the-front of the plane. 
observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 

A. .- 

which descended straight down to the water. 
Pi. 

>-. 
advised that -y. 

Reserve airport. 

sky traveling east on a downward 45 degree angle. The light 
erupted into flames and broke into two pieces, which descended to 
the water. 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

. . tne water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

observed black smoke. 

of 

an 

‘u she was 1 
located on Dune Road, Westhampton, New York. 
loud "booms" that were seconds apart and ob 
the horizon over the ocean. 

booms" in a series 

Westhampton, Rew+.xork, 
observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name: 
Address: 

Telephone: 

Name: 
Address: 
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ROUTINE : _ ii - < D&et '10/14/1996 -- 

TO: New York At-8 ASAC George -drew 7 +:.:<':: 
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Lang Thomas F 

Drafted By: Bongardt Steven A:sa 

Cme ID X:' 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: uNSuB(S) l - 

EXPLCSION%%WA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

synopsis: Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

'w 
3 

Enclosures: One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 
C. Casazza and one report of Deputy Inspector Douqlas S. 
Watulewich- Suffolk COUntY Ponce Department, Marine.Bureau, 
concerning-witness flare sighting plots. 

Details: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions, analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 
local. 

1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 

System (G.P.S.) device to ascertain- the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a-U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

Deputy Inspector Watulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Stev.en Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same.following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

1. LAT 
2(&5Was9oas-=~ . 

40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 
L-l .LONG 672 degrees 40.66 minutes West a-au 

2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 
LCNG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 



. 
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. 
e ’ - - To: New York F&m: Herman Neil E -I.?4 

. V s Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996 

These-locations have been used in providing possible 
locations of a HARPAD launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for 
acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. Deputy Inspector 
Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area 
within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be 
searched. 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 
foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. These 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U.S. Army for the U.S. "Stinger" missile system. The Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

2 
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On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) WImAW F. . ..""'~"'k->",;i 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of me Federal Bureau of '~ ..-~f-".~z':" '. 
Investigation (FBI), obtained from Deputy Inspector D0UGLAS.S. 
BAA. of ths Swlk SPalice Denartment (SCPD)-Marine 
Bureau the below.listed items all connected to .a compass- 
c-daring Inspector WATULEWICH had done regarding TRAM 
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

This rendwpg-was based upon FBI interviews done 
between July 20-30, 1996 of eleven (11) w itnesses who had 
observed a "flare-like" object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforejt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996. These various sightings had raised the 
possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 

'w 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

Deputy Inspector WATULEWICH had either been present 
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those w itnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the sp&s from which those w itnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

E'ight (8) of those w itnesses had been in the company of 
an accompanying w itness, while three (3) of the w itnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of w itness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight # 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector WATULEWICB's rendering .did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy- Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

“d lttve8tigrtion on 10/7/96 at G reat R iver, N .Y. 
pge# 265 A NY 259028 

SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 
by SA PETER C. CASAZ_ZA Detc dictrted 10/7/96 

a-4 
mcnt contrinr neither I ions nor con~luslonr of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI end Ir loroed to your agency; 
contents rre n,ot to be distributed outside your l gency. 
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. PD-Jo2a (Rp. 11-15-83) 

‘L-l .- 

265 A NY 259028 I;$ 
costinurtiond ~~-202 of DEP. INSP. DOU&S WATULEWIcH .on 10/7/96 , pi L +q& 

,.Y& 

1. A  two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 
suggests an area that should.logically be searched. '. 
2. 
sets 

A  one page sum m ary listing the eleven (11) .witnesses which 
forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions 

the time of their sightings of a 
toward flight # 800. 

"flare-like" object rising up 
.._ 
3. . _ Seven (7), more detailed pages, _ ~_ setting forth the rimes of 
the paired or individualwitnesses; the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed thewbeputy Inspector MATULBWICH's actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULBWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. -- 

4. A  marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 

“L-l 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant 
intersection of those sightings. 

5. Also included is a hand drawn trarisparency generated by 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. - 

-. 
3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

. . 
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R O B E R T  J. G A F F N E Y  
C O U N T Y  E X E C U T I V E  

C O U N T Y  O F  S U F F O L K  c9  ‘2 :. . . 
=  

P O L ICE D E P A R T M E N T  

S e p te m b e r  1 8 , 1 9 9 6  

S A  P e ter  Casazza  
S A  W il l iam  F . Lynch  
S A 'P a u l  S h e a  - 
Federa l  B u r e a u  o f Inves tig a tio n  
1 3 5  P ine lawn R d . -  S u ite  3 5 0  S o u th  
M e lvil le, N Y  1 1 7 4 7  cI* * 

G e n tle m e n : --  
O n  S a tu rday , July  2 0 ,1 9 9 6 , I b e c a m e  invo lved in  a  joint e ffo r t 

to  d e te rm ine  th e  possibi l i ty o f a  m issi le shoo tin g  d o w n  T W A  fl ight 
8 0 0 . T h e  ob jec tive was  to  d e te rm ine  if th e  observa tions  o f eye  

'\_ / wi tnesses cou ld  b e  p lo tte d  o n  a  char t to  d e te rm ine  a  locat ion from  
wh ich  a  m issi le was  sho t. 

Enc losed  a re  th e  record ings  o f wi tness observa tio n  locat ions,  
o f wi tnesses -who  o n  th e  even ing  o f 7 /1 7 /9 6  saw a  " f lare- l ike" 
ob jec t r is ing i m m e d i a te ly  b e fo re  th e  c rash o f T W A  fl ight 8 0 0 . 
These  locatkons a re  ind icated in  L a titu d e  (LAT)  a n d  Long i tu d e  
(LO N G ). In  add i tio n  a re  th e  resul ts o f th e  m a g n e tic bear ings  taken  
with a  h a n d  he ld  m a g n e tic compass  o f these  observa tions . 

T h e  resul ts o f these  observa tions  have  b e e n  p lo tte d  o n  char t 
n u m b e r  1 2 3 5 3  (17 th  E d ., June  1 3 /92 )  S h innecock  L igh t to  F i re  Is land 
L igh t, pub l i shed  a t W a s h i n g to n , D .C. by  U .S . D e p a r tm e n t o f 
C o m m e r c e , N a tiona l  O cean ic  a n d  A tmospher i c  A d m inistrat ion. 

T h e  course  o f T W A  fl ight 8 0 0  o n  7 /1 7 /9 6  a t app rox ima tely  2 0 3 0  
hrs. has  b e e n  p lo tte d  o n  char t n u m b e r  1 2 3 5 3 . T h e  resul ts o f th e  
var ious  l ines o f posi t ions o f th e  wi tnesses observa tions  have  b e e n  
p lo tte d  o n  char t 1 2 3 5 3 . T h e  fl ight p a th  o f T W A  fl ight 8 0 0  m a y  b e  
over la id  wi th t rac ing p a p e r  wh ich  has  m issi le inform a tio n  (to 
sca le)  p rov ided  by  R o b e r t D o h e r ty '-of th e - D e fense  In te l l igence 
A g e n c y  (DIA ). A ll o f th is  inform a tio n  taken  to g e the r  ind icate to  
m e  th e  very  rea l  possibi l i ty th a t if a  rocket  was  used  to  shoo t 
d o w n  T W A  fl ight 8 0 0  th e  " shoo ter "  wou ld  have  h a d  to  b e e n  a t o n e  o f 
th e  fo l lowing  locat ions:  

‘w  1 : T ,A T  4 0 '4 0 .6 8 'N T ,O N G  0 7 2 '4 0 .6 6 'W  

3 0  Y A P H A N K  A V E N U E , Y A P H A N K , N E W  Y O R K  1 1 9 8 0  -  ( 5 1 6 )  8 5 2 - 6 0 0 0  
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b To: SA Peter Casazza 
SA W illiam  F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

September 18, 1996 
page 2 

2. LAT 40'39.19'N LONG 072'37.29'W  : 
i 2. 

:. 
CENT 

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES TBE .I’;. 
.‘ 

AT A 
'ER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEIARCHED AND 

M INIMUM A ONE (1) nautical m ile area should be searched for 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable m issile. The possibility exists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

L-J 
DSM: bm 

Enclosures 8 
-- 

Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 



LAT 40'37.613'N 
LONG-073'15.742'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was O-98'. 

LAT 40'40.961'N 
LONG 073'00.221'ti 
Hand held magnetic compass was 110'. 

3rd 
LAT 40'45.104'N 
LONG 072'55.968'W 
Hand held magnetic combs' was-124'. 

-- 

LAT 40'45.745'N 
LONG 072'46.573'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 150' 
Hand held magnetic compass was 155". 

LAT 40'48.172'N 
LONG 072"45.321'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 152'. 
Hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 

LAT 40"49.187'N 
LONG O72'39..003'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 185*. 
Hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

T,AT 40"50.295'N 
T,ONG 072"28.526'W 

',- Hand held magnetic compass was 225'. 
Hand held magnet.ic compass was 223'. 
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On 7/30/96, at the 
Inspector DOUGLAS 
Marine Bureau, met with 
Island Coast Guard 

theyw;ndvad .previously indicated that 
"f are-like object rising over the ocean, on 

the evenin of 7 1'7/96, 
800. The 

s 

immediately before the crash of TWA flight 
were 

Guard Motor 
taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 

1 e Boat #44341. 
coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When the hdicated'that 
location as t 

CG 44341 was in the exact 
6 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following *readings as 
indicated on‘ his -Garmin GPS 45: ‘LAT 40'37.613'N, LONG 
073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich 

the location of the observations in relationship 
Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 

on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 

-. 

“w 
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On 7/29/96, at the request..of SA.PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ,:..,;,: .cy-2c= 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department '"-'?'~:&~ * 
Marine Bureau, met- with at Davis 
F ire Island, New York. 

Park Marina, 

had previously indicated that she had observed 
ct rising over the ocean, on the 

took 
before the crash of TWA flight- 800. 

D/I MATULEWICH to the location on the 
tions on 7/17/96. 

indicated that she was in the exact 
on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 

MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'40.96M;LGNG 073'00.221'W . From this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by was the 
location of her observations in relationship to the beach and 
water, and the'inagnetic bearing indicated 'on .D/I MATULEWICH'S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 

_. 
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On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy .F: . . 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL 

?& 
County Police Department .- . ~.G&!j 

Marine Bureau, met with at 
y.f. 
-. :. 

Bellport, New York. 
the Bellport Yacht, 

"flarmect rising 
had previously indicated that he had observed a 

over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight t800. 

- returned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W. From, this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 
location of his obser+rit*ions, 

was the 

glow, 
starting with an object with a red 

which rose from east to west. 
with the red glow, 

The position of the object 
in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 

indicated td'D/I MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124". 

:.,-. 
.i 

-- 

c 
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On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ' 

Marine Bureau, 

From the indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.74S&W': 
also indicated to D/I 
was the location of the 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 



. _- 

. 

L 

On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
Department Marine Bureau, met 
Abbott's Hart's Cove Marina, 

,-';;;.. 

.,;.,q;<, 
Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 

observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
were made from the dock behind 
ed area on the dock, 

took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin, GPS 45: 
LA-T 40'48.172'N, LONG 072'45.321'W. 
indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 
the location of the 
dock, a Coast Guard 
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a reference point. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicated on D/I MATULEWTCH'S hand heldmagnetic compass was 152'. 

The magnetic bearing to the flag pole 
hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 

indicated on the 

_. 

. . 
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On 7/20/96, at the request of.SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, PO 1 ice 
Department Marine Bureau, 

Suffolk County ',. .:'. :,:~~~~'.~~~ 
met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense ..‘ 

Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westhampton Beach High School, New 
.yj' 

York. ::& 
:+ 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the Westhampton 
From the indicated area 

Beach:::: 
in the school's parking lot, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his GarminGPS 45: LAT40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone poltitih'ich were used as a reference points. 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated onw/T MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 185'. 
The magnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

c 
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On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWLCH- Suffolk Countv Police Deaartment 
Marine Bureau, met with 

Hampton Bays, Newyork. 
to Spellmans Marine and were taken out one 

of the Shinnecock Inlet. Indicated to 
MATULEWICH was that the obserYatians-9n 

7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 byI 
were made from a boat as the bc 
east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 

.- 
From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicatedon his GarminGP8..45: LAT 40'50.29S'N, LONG 072'28.526'W. 
From this location a@!& indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 0 

-as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
stern of his own boat and a Coast Guard .44 foot Motor Life Boat 
which was opei?ating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from 
!b observation #l the magnetic bearing in .,,..,,,,ZC:% ica e 

hand bearing compass was 225'. Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

-* 
The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 

held magnetic compass was 223'. I. 

;. j-z... 
. . 
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BUREAU OF INVMTIGATION 

-l- 

Dltr of truadpth 

r V-J rr*aw, l -$a 
-_-- --_-- d of the official__ 

agent and the nature of the intenriew. .: 
llowing information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:40 pm, 
was standina on the Davis Park Beach near the east ! lif 

mvely, were doing gymnastic 
pointed skyward and shouted “Lookln 
object which appeared to be a flare, -.- .'I: 
color. It left a smoke trail of the same color, density and :$ 

/' thickness in its wake that disappeared as the object continued to -i&B 
ascend. It rose from the southeast from their position and 
arched slightly at an approximate 70 degree angle while it made " 

.li '12: * .* 
the ascent from east to west. 

. . j 

-- 
ar. It 

The object traveled for approximately 3 to 5 seconds ,I -A! i. 
until it erupted into a ball of fire. It did not disappear "1 
before this eruption and made no sound that they could he, 
then broke into three separate balla of fire and descended LO the 
ocean. It fell straight down until it disappeared from sight. 
The entire episode lasted approximately 10 seconds. She could 

l .sj 

not gauge as to how far in the distance this incident occurred 
: -. .J 

-:. 
from her but thought that the object may have traveled 1 to 2 
miles vertically. 

c 

7/22/96 It Patchogue, New York 

b *PIEN J. SHINER:cam 
w . ..v 

tbie dowhat out8im BJtbr romDmad8tlma Dar amduinrdtkPBI. Itttbcpropmtyoftb.PUulLIrwli(&” 



FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-N 

-l- 
FEDERALBUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Date of trusuiptfoa 8/l/96 

Airlines (TWA), 
1996, of Trans World 

flight 800, which were reported in previous July 
22, 1996, interview by Federal Bureau of Inv 
Special Agent's (SA's) RANDAZZO and SHINER. 
to the location of those observations at Dav 
100 yards southwest of the Leja Beach Casino, where she provided 
information to Suffolk County Marine Bureau (SCMB), Deputy 
Inspector MATULEWICH, who took readings using a GPS 45 Personal 
Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. Also present 
during the contact were the following individuals: FBI, SA’s PAUL 
SHEA, WILLIAM F. LYNCH, WILLIAM INZERILLO; New York State Police 

‘u Senior Investigator JOHN CASSINO. 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

, 

. - 

u Investigation on 7/29/96 a1 Brookhaven Township NY --- _. 

Ffle # 265A-NY-259028 L\lac 
SA'S WILLIAM F. LYNCH JR, WILLIAM INZERILLOI$L 

by PAUL SHEA\>(PS:qmo) Date dictated 8/ 1/ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dare of trmscription 7/26/96 

telephone 
advised of 
of the interview, and provided the following information as he 
was leaving the Smith Point Beach area: 

Point bet meat Gun I advised he was fishing on the bay side at Smi 
and the inlet (approximately 300 yards 

from the rocks on the inlet) on Wednesday, July 17 1996. He stated that he saw a big fireball falling from the'sky at 
approximately 8:15 pm. 
smoke trail. 

He stated he then saw a white/grayish 

stated that 
The smoke trail curved toward the right. 

it was still light out. BIVONA 
unusual, but out of the corner of his 

He did not hear anything 
falling from the sky. 

eye he saw a big firebal 

th 

1 
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265A-NY-259028 
TP:pan 

The following investigation was conducted by Detectives 
NICHOLAS GARCIA and THOMAS PISTONE of the New York City Police 
Department at about 12~30 hours on July 25, 1996: 

The following two males were interviewed: 

-. -- ---- ------ at approximately 20:40 hours. --- ---z 
The boat was heading south/east 

approximately 2/10 mile from bouy number four (Range Channel) in 
the Great South Bay. Both men stated that at the above date and 
time they observed a glowing red/orange ball or flame traveling 
from south to north in the sky. 
while traveling. 

This flare had an arch affect 
While watching this flame for several seconds 

this just exploded. After the explosion (two) fire balls side by 
side fell straight down out of the sky. 
Guard. 

They radioed the Coast 
The also stated that after hearing of TRANS WORLD 

AIRLINES flight 800 crash on the news there was no doubt that 
this is what they saw. 

--- - ._._--_ .- ’ --I . -_*._- ( 





265A-NY-259028 
TP:pan 

The following investigation was conducted by Detectives 
NICHOLAS GARCIA and THOMAS PISTONE of the New York City Police 
Department at about 12:30 hours on July 25, 1996: 

The following two males were interviewed: 

el on July 17, 1996, 
heading south/east 

approximately 2/10 mile from bouy number four (Range Channel) in 
the Great South Bay. Both men stated that at the above date and 

'L.-l 
time they observed a glowing red/orange ball or flame traveling 
from south to north in the sky. 
while traveling. 

This flare had an arch affect 
While watching this flame for several seconds 

this just exploded. After the explosion (two) fire balls side by 
side fell straight down out of the sky. 
Guard. 

They radioed the Coast 

AIRLINES 
The also stated that after hearing of TRANS WORLD 

flight 800 crash on the news there was no doubt that 
this is what they saw. 
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FEDERALBUREAUOFINWSI'IGATION 

Dateofrlmscriptioo 7/18/96 

number, 
- w 

was contacted telephonically at her home 
in repone to her call to the FBI regarding 

the crash of TWA flight 800. 
information: 

provided the following 

half a mh 
was in her boat in the Atlantic Ocean about 

rom t e shore of Westhampton Beach along Dune Road 
when she witnessed what she now knows was TWA flight 800 fall 

A total of seven people were in the Loat with 
~d:~u~~~ee children. friends- 

indicated she and her friends were observing 
set when they saw what resembled a glowing 

orange flare fall from the sky. The fiery object appeared to be 

Ll 
moving forward and shaking as it fell for about 5 or 6 seconds 
when it exploded into two distinct pieces. After the explosion 
it plunged from the sky without the forward momentum it had while 
on fire prior to the explosion. 

can be reached 
telephone numbers: 

at the following address or 

name: 
home telephone: 
cellular telephone: 
work telephone: 
home address: 

,hvestigui aon 7/18/96 

ml 265A-NY-259028 

at New York, NY 
.'.'yJ 

'_ 

by SA STEWN N. GARFINKRL:sng lkredkakd 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conch~sions of lhc FBI. It is the propmy of the FBI and ir lwasd m yam -; 
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FEDERAL BUREAUOFINVESTICATION 

Date of transcription 7/24/1996 

96, at approximately 1:35pm EDT, 
Westhampton, New York, 

jerations Center of the New 
York Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation to report her 
account of the events leading up to the mysterious explosion of 
Trans World Airlines (@@TWA@*) Flight 800 on July 17, 1996. 
being advised of the identity of the interviewing Agent, 
provided the following information: 

Identifim was on a 24' Aqua Sport boat bearing Hull 
umber AQABLA39145 in Moriches Bay at the time of 

the TWA c-passengers 
L, her brother, 
)WNs are 

-reached at telephone 516/587-5497. 

)boat was situated due north of the crash 
IRED 36. For the five or six seconds preceding tha 

bobserved a "wavering orange-yellow glowing ball" 
m by white smoke travellina in a northerlv 

direction. This object, which had the characteristics of a 
flare, rose and fell (like an arc) before hitting the plane. A 
huge explosion ensued. The plane crashed to the water 
barrier islands. Two (2) C-130 aircraft were east of 
boat as this occurred. eevond 

marine band channel 16. The radio was subsequently switched to 
marine channel 06 over which the Coast Guard reported that 
routine military exercises involving pyrotechnics were being 
performed and that a response was not necessary. 

Upon return to their residence at approximately 8:55pm, 
it seemed that the Coast Guard was not yet dispatched to the 
crash site. 

‘w 
hestigrtion on 7/19/1996 ,, New York, New York (telephonically) 
Fi]e# 265A-NY-259028 Cc3 -3 

by SA EDMUND H. ROM Date dictated 7/19/1996 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It is the pnysrty nf the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 
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contacted 
New York. 

- 1 - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/23/96 

interviewing . _ 
thereafter, 

agents ana tne nature of the interview and, 
provided the following information: 

.Somebody's in trouble.1t 
she made that statement, 
huge explosion. 

she heard a pop and then heard and saw a 

different ball 
The explosion caused a second, distinctly 

of light, red flames, and black smoke. This 
explosion formed a "Yr shape and fell down, with approximately 2- 
4 additional explosions. 0 described thve cls V1muffled.'V 

advised that the first ball of light was 
aveling upward and then it arched and 

descended. The time it took to arch slightly and descend was 

~;;;H"~yE 
Immediately following was the huge 

plane or lights from a 
urther 

first, 
advised that at 

she thought a s re or a flare had'been 
shot: however, she reiterated that this ball of light was coming 
towards her or moving away from her. 

the first Vttickm%$ethere was 
also stated there was a spark or flash of 
all of light just before the explosion. 

ought at first that the first ball of light was 
and towards her, and later believes it may have come 

‘Ll 
In~erllgation on 7/20/96 a1 Westhampton, New York 

File = 265A-NY-259028 
x- SA ROBERT M. LEWICKI - Q+, SA SHAWN M. WOLFF (SMW:mxb) ‘2' .5 

Tn.: :octinenl contams netther recommcndatlons nor consluslons of the FBI F-/ 
b P/r 

It IS [he propertv of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 
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265A-NY-259028 
ContinualIon of FD-302 , On 7/20/96 .PQV 2 

from land very close by, moving up and away. 

the first. 

said "look at that," but he was unable to hear and 
sing too close to a stereo. 1 

d Babylon, New York, telephoi 
Fill be out of town until July 21, 

'"available 
199%, and ~111 be - 

for interview. 

wo2:::n:Atmt:nd her sister-in- law only saw 

Security 
&is vocial 

ccoun Nu 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVISTIGATION 

Date of tmnsctiption 8/6/96 

On July 29, 1996,/mbwas re-interviewed 
by Special Agent (SA) DONALD W. MCCORMICK regarding TWA Flight 
800.Burnished the following information: 

i 

96, she along with her 
(her brother); his wife, 
returning from dinner.- 
y near Buoy 36, in a no 

approximate 
at was travelling at an 

speed of five to six miles per hour in the no wake 
zone. They were heading in a westerly direction, and-was 
standing by the Captain and looking in a southerly direction. 

-advised that while looking south, at approximately 1:00 
position, she observed a ball of fire, 
ocean.wdescribed the ball, 

or a flare light over the 

white and possibly yellow. 
as being a orange color with 

The intensity was very cons 
when she first spotted to decrease almost to the point, 
though it was extinguished. 

-advised she first noted the ball of fire, at 
approximately 60 degree angle above the horizon. -advised, 
she initially believed the ball of fire was very close in 
relationship to her position. The ball of fire did not appear to 
have to have a horizontal movement. She noted a vertical ascend; 

-advised the ascending movement was slight. Further,- 
stated the speed of the ball of fire did not appear to great. 

-stated the ball of fire was quivering or 
vibrating, it was not steady in its vertical movement. The ball 
traveled for approximately six - eight seconds. The ball was 
large, it was larger than a star, but smaller than a full moon. 

-advised right from the finish this was a plane and the 
plane was in trouble, since it was inconsistent with the normal 
aircraft traffic. 

-advised following the decrease in size and 
intensity of the ball, 
ball. 

she noted a small spark projected from the 

('pep." 
The spark was followed by a slight sound resembling a 

Following the spark, the ball erupted and exploded, and 

Investigation on 7/29/96 at West Babylon, New York 

LPx 

265A-NY-259028-&+5/d / 

by SA DONALD W. McCOKMICK/dp Date dictated 8/2/96 

O/m ‘. 
7bi.s doa~ment ctmtaim neither mconm~~ndatiom nor concluriu~ of the FBI. 

2::. ,, 
It is the property of the FBI and is ~IKUI lo;oU/&i&; ‘. 

it and its conrats am not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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a n  arc  o f f ire deve loped  ra in ing  d o w n w a r d .-stated wi th in 
th e  arc, 
d o w n w a r d . 

she  n o te d  a  fe w  b roken  p ieces  o f th e  p lane  descend ing  
S h e  observed  th is  debr is  was  d isp lac ing th e  f ire in  

a reas .madv i sed  she  fo l lowed  th e  descend ing  f ire a n d  debr is  
u n til he r  v is ion was  b locked  by  th e  sand  d u n e s . 

adv ised  she  be l ieved  th e  reason  th e  l ight 
ecause  th e  mass  o f th e  p lane  was  concea l ing  th e  

l ight in  its d o w n w a r d  trajectory. 

O /d o  





265A-NY-259028 
KEW:axh 7.h 

The following investigation was conducted by Senior 
Investigator THOMAS M. O'NEILL and Investigator KEVIN E. WALSH of 
the New York State Police Department, on July 24, 1996: 

s next door 

He was facing west 
he turned to the 

:45 pm, when 
east and saw an orange blob, which lit up the 

sky and disappeared behind the houses. 
boom. 

He then heard a loud 
He dismissed what he saw as fireworks until he saw the 

news accounts and read the papers the next day and realized what 
he had seen. 

136 
265A-NY-259028-sU~ 
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Date of trmaalptba 08/09/96 4 

.:..;' 
'i 

-did not notice smoke and was unable to judge 
the distance of the fireball. 

Invrstigrtioa on 

by SA JOSEPH D. FOELSCH, JR./axh ken 





Proaodonae: ROUTINE 

Tot New'York 
Da.8 

:..- I'*- 10/14/1996 "' 

Attm ASAC George Andrew 
.: .-. . . .? 

. . ‘I :\ 2.:. : 

Bongardt, ext. 8277 

Drafted By: Bongardt Steven A:sa 

at: SA Steven A. 

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Ca80 ID #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: uNsuB(s) l _ 

EXPLOSION%%VA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

eynopsi8: Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

Bnalomre8: One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 
C. Casazza and one report of Deputy Inspector Douqlas S. 
Matulea Suffolk County Police Department, Marine Bureau, 
concerning-witness flare sighting plots. 

Dotails: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions;' analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 
local. 

1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
Deputy Inspector,Matulewich used a Global Positioning 

System (G.P.S.) device to ascertain the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degree's magnetic. 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locakions as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

1. LAT 
iz(b.5 ,w aS9oa8ec) . 

40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 
.LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West a% 

2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 
LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 

xa'b3 : 
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a** b - To: New York f3 ;$i 
: . * Herman Neil E 

m Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996 
:L >J& 

: .,-~w;~~ 
i LA-,: -. z j; , '.. ..__- 

These‘locations have been used in providing possible 
locations of a HANPAD launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for 
acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. 

.r> ' .]' 
Deputy Inspector Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area . . ,:;$ 

within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be -$“ 
searched. 

.: 

These locations are within the preliminhy envelope of ., 
foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. These locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U.S. Army for the U.S. 'Stinger" missile system. The 

- Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 
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On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) WILLIAW F. " . LYNCH and PETER C. m=ZA, of the Federal Bureau of :_ '. ..::C!~~L~~.~',~?‘ 
Investigation (FBI), 
WATUIEWI(=K, 0ftheS 

Inspector DGUGLAS.8. 

Bureau, the below,listed 
Department (SCPD)-Warine 

items all connected to .a compass- 
hart rendering Inspector WATUIEWICB had done regarding TRANS. 

:ORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

This rend 
between July 20-30, 

Bj;spg-was based upon FBI interviews done 

observed a 
1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 

"flare-like" object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforeIt exploded and crashed into the sea off the.coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), 
evening of July 17, 

approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
1996. These various sightings had raised the 

possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

Deputy Inspector WATULEWICH had either been present 
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the spots from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

Eight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 
an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne-launch area 
from which a missile might .have been launched.toward flight # 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector WATULEWICH's rendering .did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be.logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy- Inspector MATULEWICB this date, were: 

b Inoeatigrtion on 10/7/96 rt Great River, N.Y. 

pge# 265 A NY 259028 
SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 

by SA PETER C. CASAZZA- Datcdict&d 10/7/96 
a-4 

meat contains neither t mendrtions nor conclurions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is Ioumd to your agency; 
contents are np to be distributed outside your rgency. 
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265 A NY 259028 . . i-5' 

conttrortkrd m-302 af DEP. INSP. DOUGLAS MATULEWICR 

-.,: 
1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and z...; .+;&; 
suggests an area that should.logically be searched. 

.- .,-,*; 
,.' '-.I, *;<: 

,.. '-; + -,.p _. 
2. 
sets 

A one page -summary listing the eleven (11) .witnesses which 
forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 

the time of their sightings of a 
toward flight # 800. 

nflare-likeV8 object rising up 

3. Seven (7), more detailed pages, setting forth the names of 
the paired or individual.-witnesses; the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed thebeputy Inspector WATULEWICB's actions upon 
meeting w ith those w itnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting w ith those 
w itnesses. --. 

4. A marine bureau map on which the w itness sightings were 
plotted by Deputy Inspector WATULBWICB showing the resultant 
intersection of those sightings. 

5. Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector WATULEWICB, 
and which WATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. - 

-. 
3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

. . - 

. 
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ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
CWNTY EXECUTIVE 

00~0112 
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK a &.. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

September 18, 1996 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA'Paul Shea - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 &-* e 

Gentlemen: -- 
On Saturday, July 20,1996, I became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 

b witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like6 
object rising 
These 

immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. 

(LONG). 
locations are indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 

In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number12353 (17th Ed., 
Light, 

June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
published at Washington, D.C. by U.S. Department of 

Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

hrs. 
The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 

various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 1.2353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information. (to 
scale) provided by Robert Doherty '-of the-Defense 
Agency (DIA). 

Intelligence 
All of this information taken together indicate to 

me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight 1300 tha "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

Ll 1. -T,AT 40'40.68'N T,ONG 072'40.66'W 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 
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To: 

.1 

SA Peter Casazza September 18, 1996 
SA William F. Lynch page 2 
SA Paul Shea 

2. LAT 40'39.19'N LONG 072'37.29'W 

The above Latitu .de and Longitude locations INDICATES THE 
CENTER OF AN AREA THAT 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) 

IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
nautical mile area should be searched for 

the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibility exists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

-a 

iJ 

(cc* A_ ‘. 
~~~3M~eg~<~ 

. 
Deputy Inspector 
Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

DSM:bm 

Enclosures 8 
-m 



LAT 40'37.613'N 
LONG .073"15.742'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 0'98'. 

LAT 40'40.961'N 
LONG 073'00.221'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 110'. 

3rd 
LAT 40'45.104'N 
LONG 072'55.968'W 
Hand held magnetic co-%$ was'-124'. 

-- 

LAT 40'45.745'N 
LONG 072"46.573'W 

\j Hand held magnetic compass was 150' 
Hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

LAT 40'48.172'N 
LONG 072'45.321'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 152'. 
Hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 

LAT 40'49.187'N 
LONG O72'39..003'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 185*. 
Hand he'ld magnetic compass was 187'. 

T,AT 40'50.295'N 
T,ONG 072*28.526'W 

b' Hand held magnetic compass was 225’. 
Hand heId magnetic compass was 22.7’. 



::; ;! ;: . 
On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ':--~@Z$$$ 

Inspector DOUGLAS 
Marine Bureau, met 
Island Coast Guard 

theym;ndvad previously indicated that 
"flare-11 e object rising over the ocean, on 

'the evenin of 7 1‘7/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight 
800. The 

s 
were taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 

Guard Motor 1 e Boat %44341. ..- coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When the hd$cated.that CG 44341 was in the exact 
location as t 6 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following .readings as 
indicated oh'his -Garmin GPS 45: 'LAT 40'37.613'N, LONG 
073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich 

the location of the observations in relationship 
Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 

on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 



. 
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On 7/29/96, at the request'of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy .,,Iz3..- .;;-i%  
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department ~"';!r% ;,,,b~ 4% 
Marine Bureau, met with at Davis Park Marina, 1 . 
Fire Island, New York. 

._: It+ 

had previously indicated that she had observed 
ct rising over the ocean, on the 

before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
ook D/I MATULEWTCH to the location on the 

tions on 7/17/96. 

When - indicated that she was in the exact 
location she had occupied on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'40.96ti; 'LONG 073'00.221'W . 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 

From this location 
was the 

location of her observations in relationship to the beach and 
water, and the-magnetic bearing indicated 'on.D/I MATULEWICH'S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 

_. 

. . 
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On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL unty Police Department 

. 

Marine Bureau, -met with at 
Bellport, New York. 

the Bellport Yacht, 

"flarmect rising 
had previously indicated that he had observed a 

over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight #800. 

returned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40"45104'N, LONG.072'55.968'W. From- this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 1s)was the 
location of his obssr+dt*io'ns, starting with an object with a red 
glow, which rose from east to west. 
with the red glow, 

The position of the object 
in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 

indicated to-D/f MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124'. 

. . 



On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL __---- SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ’ 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH .Suffolk Coun 
Marine Bureau, met with~tin~at%%m~Z --- 
Beach Marina, Fire Islan , ew or . 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWTCH wA= 
s on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
were made from a boat approximately' 

dock area as‘ indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
From the indicated area on the dock, 

wTUL: EWICH. 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 

MATTJLEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.745#=N': LONG 
also indicated to D/I 
was the location of the 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150". The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 



. .- 

. 
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On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

were made from the dock behind their 
-fidicated area on the dock, Deputy 
took the following readings as 
LAT 40'48.172'N, 

indicated on his Garmin 
LONG 072'45.321'W. 

GPS 45: 
indicated to D/I From this 1ocHtion also 

the location of the 
dock, a Coast Guard Ayailai-y boat also docked on the dock, and to 
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a reference point 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand heldmagnetic compass was 152'. 

The magnetic bearing to the flag pole 
hand held magnetic compass was 160". indicated on the 

c 

. . 
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On 7/20/96, at the request of.SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police 
Department Marine Bureau, met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westhampton Beach High School, New 
York. 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the Westhampton walcgh:f ' 
From the indicated area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicatedon his GarminGPS 45: LAT40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone poletth'ich were used as a reference points. 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated on-D-/T MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 185'. 
The magnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/T MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

c 
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On 7/22/96, a t the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI. DeDutv 

!-and-at- 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULE &Suffolk County Police Deiartieni 
Marine Bureau, met with 

Hampton Bays, New York. 
Aesponded to Spellmans Marine and were taken out on- 

oat to the area of the Shinnecock Inlet. Indicated to 
l&put 

east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 

From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicatedon his GarminGPS4.5: LAT 40'50.295'N, LONG 072'28.526'W . 
From this location aHo‘ indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 0 

as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
his own boat and a  Coast Guard ,44 foot Motor Life Boat 

which was opeiFating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from 
u observation Xl the magnetic bearing in .,..,,,tZdZ ica e 

hand bearing compass was 225'. Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 
indicated on D/T MATULEWICH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 
held magnetic compass was 223'. 

c 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dale of krnscription 7/20/96 - 

York. He .was advised of the nature qf the.interview 
identity of the interviewing,agents. 

and the 

following information: 
He then provided the 

On July 17, 1996, 
about an hour or two and war 
individuals, , 
in his boat s' 
around watching some birds abo& fiv 

rkas turned 
1 six hundred feet 

away in a 

'i/ 
into the sky. 
come all The line went straight 
vertical the-entire time for-a to;al of 2 seconds. He remembered 
thinking it was a flare.as he- had just purchased some flares 
sometime earlier. The-highest point of the 1@flare8' white line 
was about one foot above the.horizon and the line was consistent. 
At the top of the white line appiared little red light or 
orangish-red circle which hovered or floated for a second, after 
which, a big dark red explosion appeared about an inch below the 
little red light. 
in length. 

This bigger explosion was about a quarter inch 
It hovered for'a second, appeared to break apart from 

its round shape, 
seconds. 

and fell to the horizon in approximately two 
As the bigger explosion came down it became less red 

and more smokey - grayer about hatf of the way down. The big 
explosion came down along.-pretty m-uch the same l.ine as the white 
line had gone up. The entire incident from the time the white 
line first appeared until the explosion met the horizon took 
approximately.-10 'to. 15se,conds. 

"L.-l lnvesligalbn 00 July 20, 1996at 
. 

Watermill, N.Y. 
File,f 265A-NY-259028 

SA STEVEN B,CNGARDT _ :. _- . . 
af34q by 

SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL:msp 1.- Dale dictated 7)20/96 

.j-g,:, .,.....,,,.. “l .,.,., :... . . . ,,.. r I....,...,.... ,..I: . . . . . bL ..: t.. :...:- IC.1.. c-D1 I.‘..!. ,.-.. _ - %‘.I !-ml I. I *’ 
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265A-NY-259028 
Continuation of FD-302 of JUly.&O, 1996 ,kge 2 

he one mile marker forty five minutes 

as far as- 
earlier aid he saw a fishing trawler west of him 

Three other boats we.re recalled as having been in the 
area. The first was a 30 to 40 foot long speed boat, ycigarettb 
type", white, 
like a boat named 
earlier in the 
approximately 20 to 25 feet in length. The third was a small 
sailboat seen in a westerly direction. 

m nothing. 
as running his boat at idle at the time 

of the inci ent an 
being five miles away. 

He estimated the explosion as 

The sun was in a north westerly direction. 

Sometime before the.incident, a military plane, 
possibly a C-130, was seen heading West, not'too high. 

ai546 
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Date of trmscription 8/9/96 

residen 'Wm'York, 
11970, 2, work telephone 
number 
obtaini 

d for the.purpose of 
ctions for his observations on 

July 17, 1996 of Trans World Airlines (TWA) Flight 800 and/or 
'Ia rocket" which was reported in previous July 20, 1996 
interview by Federal Bure 
(SA) STEVEN A. BONGARDT. 

estigation (FBI) Special Agent 

at Shinnecock Inlet where 
previously reported observations on July 17, 1996. 

compass. Also present during this contact were-the 
individuals: 

following 

FBI SAs PAUL SHEA and PETER C. CASAZZA, Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) Senior Intelligence Officer ROBERT 
A. DOHERTY 
THOMAS F. 
and family friend 
interviewed separa 
July 17, 1996. 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretations of this data. 

I~w:gallon on at Shinnecock Inlet, Flew York cc3 a-9 XT \ 
F;:? = 265A-NY-25902p-3((0 i?r."a x 

SAs PAUL SHEA,' I 
y. ?ZTER C. CASAZZA;f'5 'rd.0 _ D3:e if,22,96 ,.,'!31Cd -- 

5m 
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BUREAUOFINVESITGATI~ 

r----e 

following information: - : 

-On Wednesday evening, July 17, 1996, 
.- :*Ld 

attending 
ns :;>y$ 

a meeting at the BELLPORT CHAMBER OF wa which wa& .".T 
being held at the BELLPORT YACHT CLUB. The meeting was held on 
the deck of the YZ&?+& CLUB 'which overlooked the water. 

-,.i 
During the speech by the main speaker, a 

looking ollt over the water in a southeastern direc 
was watching the lights of an aircraft-that was 
horizon in a westward direction. 

flvinc 
-could not tell if thie' 

aircraft was an airplane or a helicopter. 
-ii." 

a front headlight. 
This aircraft only had ,*'% 

While watching the lights of this aircraft 
observed two brilliant columns of orange flame that 
downward.- These columns of flame were at a much higher altitude 
and much farther from land than the aircraft he was initially 
watching; 
people 

-brought 
. 
1 

at- the 
this to the attention of the other 

meeting and noted that the time was 8:32 PM. 
hurther noted that both columns of flame were very 

I a considerable distance apart. : a'.< 

prior to the 
)does not recall saying the plane was in trouble;:-; 

explosion. He may have made this statement aft&. ': 

File" 265A-NY-259028 - ._- . 
SA- . 

. INV. JOEL S. DOWNING/NYSP (KPM:hrg) Date diimed 07/z&Q, 

This document connins neither rccornmndatio~~~ nor con&hons of tk 
it and its contents are not 10 be discributcd outsi& ywr agency. 

,FBI. Iristhepropmyofd~~~BIandblomrdmy& 
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JPH:.mxb 

mt 
The interview was conducted on July 23, 1996. * - ----- -- -----. 

Interview at 

consistent 
All of the subjects I description of the incident were 

in that they were all seated on a bench located 8OUth 
of Bellport Yacht Club on Bellport bock at the south end of 
Bellport Lane, Bellpbire,'at dusk on the evening of July 17 1996, 
when they observed two bright orange flames fall fror the ;ky 
south to southeast of their location. None Of the Subjects 
observed anything ascend from the ground or water. 

Also interviewed this date was 
PBellport, who stated that he was c----- -- the Bellport Yacht Club facing south overlooking khe‘bay. :; 

Subject stated that he observed a bright light moving eat& to .3 I 
west along the coast of Fire Island southeast of his location. 
He believed that this light may have been a helicabter liaht- A* 
he looked towards the light, he obss, -_ _~_ ___ --c--- --=---- -- breed two larae. briuht- 
orange flames fall to the ground approximately l~-&ii~~'&themst 
of his location towards the Smith Point Bridge. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

identity of 
interview. 

Date of transcription 7/30/96 

Belmar, 
Iwas 

New Jersey 
advised of the 

Viewing Agent and the nature of the 
thereafter provided the following information: 

Pleasant, 
a deck hand, on the 

he was standing o 
hen a thin red line in the sky caught his attention. . 
believed this to be 

yelled flare, 
explosion occurred in the 
as a reddish, 

this explosion 

bigger in size. 

'w is his last 
This is the extent of informatio 

provide. 

. 

ia\ei:lgaliJn on 7/24/96 at PT. PLEASANT, NJ !-I--:-:: ~ .-;u:- _. ._ .-- -- __ 
i3fc 

- _ ye.. _ .._ - ; p 

‘4 F~ie s 265A-NY-259028 Date dictated 8‘1 

b! SA DANIEL J. MC KENNA/ewc 
iXtWHi996 I 

.-a 
op* --- 5 "‘:%+ 

Thus document contams neither recommendations nor conclusmns of the FBI It LS the property of th I 
e 

and is loaned to your agency; 
:: an: III contents are nor ILJ be dlstrlbuled ourrlde !our ayenq 
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Precedencez ROUTINE Date: 04/28/1997 

Tot New York Attns ASAC Charles Domroe 
SSA Neil E. Herman 
SSA Thomas F. Lang 

Br0mt New York 
I-46 
Contaot: SA Richard S. Karniewicz, X-8280 

Approved Bfi 

Drafted Byfr Karniewicz Richard S:pg 

Case ID it 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Titl.: UNSUB(S); 
EXPIX3SICN OF TWA"FLIGIiT 800, 

' JULY 17, 1996; 
ACT-IT-EID 

‘U Enalo8urest One (1) FD-340 containin a NTSB guestionnai 
which was filled out by Cant. 

contacnlng the NTSB guestionnad by deck ha 
and one (l>fa 

Details: 
Karniewicz 

On 04/21/1997, Special Agents (SAs) Richard S. 
and M. L. Lieber of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI) and Ale% Lemishko of the National 

the vic%nity of 
aboutthetime 0 

ted interviews of Capt. 
ing troller 
as trolling in 
f 07/17/1996, 

The interviews re conducted on-board the 
was docked at the Inlet se1 mrina located in poi 
New Jersey (NJ), 

2: *both indbviduals. 

ior to comae cing with the interviews of Capt. 
an NTSB questionname prepared by Alex Lem 8 

The ouestionnaire contaiF 
questions raised by the NTSB, based on &&nation provided by 
the individuals in their initial interviews. 

.L-.l 
During the interview of Cap-:. 

was asked to provide the bearin s for the 
explotiion of.tiA 800. 
pOSit$on was 40'29.15N 72'44. .,- Additionally, th 

- .- . . 
1987 ?. ,*-I 

;I .'; 
Capt. ~advis~~~~~ 

.d,. . . 
c5mfu+J%~-u---31 



To: New York From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 04/28/1997 

into a slow turn at this time with the bow directed to 
and in the process of setting the fishing gear. Capt. 
provided the names of addition&l trollers that were in 

I Inlet/on the evening of 07/17/1996. 
.t was 
and thd 
fly one-h 

of the three 
cclosest to the 

reported a flare 
Bay, Long Island. 
for the transmission. . 

0 On this day, deck hand 
questionnaire but was 
will be interviewed in the immediate future. 

. 

2 
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Universal Case F ile Number 3;?G $4. +J )/ - &‘$?od h!. c’r;) 
F ield Off ice Acquirtng Evidence NYU 

Betial # of Origlnatfng Document 
Date Received 

ToBeRetumed 0 Yes do 
2 Receipt Given 0 Yes No 

Grand Jury Material i Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6  (e) 
Federal Rules cf Criminal Pmcedure 

OYes ONo o&&v~d~#..3-4U 
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Q:Dim an y th o er vessels in the vicinity? Port or starboard? How far? Know of any other 
trawlers nearby? Was the boat equipped with radar? If so, were any vesseh observed nearby? 

- 

1 



‘w c 

Q: Did- serve any aircmft flying directly overhead prior to the flare or explosion? How 
long prior to the flare? How long prior to the explosion? , 

LERFA baG,uL B Q&i&$~C~O\(\ 9iBa+ L h . 
+k6 - jC&cnl hciOk _ 

. 
. 

Q: In what direction was the explosion seen, either canpass dkction, or relative to the direction 

2 



Q: In what direction was the flare seen, either compass direction, or relative to the direction of 

Q: Dia l h m ex couxse and turn bow towards the explosion? How many times? For how 

‘: 
Icr.  

3 



serve any surf&e flames? From which direction (compass or relative to ship 

a I 

“L 
Q: Were any boat running lights observed in the distance off the bow? How far away? In what 

after the explosion? 

radio traflic at the time? What conversations were had or overheard *th . 

IQ84 4 



flare or make a distress call in response to the explosion? 

. 

. 

5 
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Universal Case File Number 
Field Office Acquiring Evidence /c/y/) 

Serial # of Originating Document 
Date Received 4&,/W 

From 
t-of- 

ToBeRetumed 0 Yes d 
Receiit Given 0 Yes do 
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 

Reference: 

I q74 



Q: Did&e y th an 0 er vessels in the vicinity? Port or starboard? How far? Know of any other 
trawlers nearby? Was the boat equipped with radar? If so, were any vessels observed nearby? 

Q:Ism ware of any other fishing vessels who were probably in the vicinity, even though not 

,475 

1 



, 

. 

Q: Dim serve any akcraft flying directly overhead prior to the flare or explosion? How 
long prior to the flare? How long prior to the explosion? 

#O 
S&l i%M 

. 
I drrrra 

. X&t ‘1 n //I < f a Fkr 
P),deS:Ok 

I 

. 

Q: In what direction was the explosion seen, either compass direction, or relative to the direction 

2 



. . 

. 

. 
I 

, t. 
. 

of the boat? 
:,‘T 

EGd- 

;; 
if& 
.iA 

Q: In what direction was the flare seen, either compass dire&+ or relative to the direction of 
the boat, i.e., off the bow, port, 

e ed a4 q 

Q: Die use in her course and turn bow towards the explosion? How many times’? For how 
long? 

. 

L.-J 

19117 

3 
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. 

. 

, 

any surface flam es? From  which direction (com pass or relative to ship 

Hi 

; ’ 

Q: Were any boat running lights observed in the distance off the bow? How far away? In what 
direction m oving? How long after the explosion? 
‘C . .; 

n/o 
c - 

F  

radio traffic at the tim e? What conversations were had or overheard with 

4 



Q: Did@xrve any fl ares launched or hear any distress calls made by other vessels 
responbg to the explosion? 

. 
/&l8) : 7” 

p_ 
&.-A k he L/a 5 / 

Q: Did C/A launch a flare or make a distress call in response to the explosion? 

l-2 

IQ7P 

5 



Relmar, New Jersey, 
New York City about 

following information: 

a deck hc 
operates out of 
Jersey. 0 
fishing off the 

ft on July 17, 1996, he was employed 
a fishing vessel that 

the Diesel Inlet Marina in Point Pleasant. New , - 
and the other crew members were commercially 
coast of Long Island, New York. 

as 

At approximately 8:30 pm on the evening of July 17, 
1996,owas standing on the starboard side of the boat near 
the bow facing northwest. As the was turning, 

a-flare in, the sky traveling southwemt at a fast 
described the-flare as reddish in color and it 

Approximately two to three seconds 
after absenting the flare, an 
sky. Shortly following the 
aircraft heading west toward 
stated that the 
from the explosion. 

disaster. 

,. :: . . 

04/28/97 ct New York, New York 

&# 265A-NY-259028 -Cc 3-r76 
SA R. L. Lieber ,'..' 

& SA Richard S. Rarniewicz 
, " 

p_r_/a9/97 .'. .:-<'., .-.:> 
&wP a *. 
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P 04/28/97 m - 

The following represents background data for- 

NAME: 

:;i 
SEX: 
RACE: 
ADDRESS: 

Residence 
Telephone: 

Marital Status: 

-. - 
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P o i n t P a rk : S h i r l e y , N e w  Y o rk . 
i d e n ti ty  o f th e  i n te rv i e w i n g  

A fte r b e i :-, 
n a tl  a g e n t a n d  th e  

_  i n te rv i e w , 

A t a p p ro x i m a te l y  8 :0 0  P M  o n  J u l y  1 7 , 1 9 9 6 .1  
a rr i v e d  a t th e  F o r & R i v e r M a ri n a  i n  M a s ti c  B e a c h  to  
A t a p p ro x i m a te l y  fP  :3 0 -8 :4 0  P M , w h i l e  l c o k i n g  e a s t 
s h e  o b s e rv e d  a  ' th i n g "  r i s e  u p  th ro u g h  th e  a i r  th a  

-  re d  b a l l -o f fi re . 
th e  b a l l  o f fi re . 

T h e re  w a s  n o  s tre a m  o f s m o k e  o r fi re  & .: 
S h e  d o e s  n o t k n o w  w h e th e r th e  b a l l  

ro s e  s tra i g h t u p  
t 

i n  
o f.f,v i :r 

th e  s k y  o r w h e th e r i t ro s e  a t a n  y g l $ $ $  
s a i d  th a t w h a te v e r i t w a s , w a s  m o re  th a n  j u s t a  fl a re . 

\j '  
,1 .5  ( > -::.:L :- 

T h e  -b a l l  o f 
u n ti l  s u d d e n l y ) 

fi re  ro s e  th ro u g h  th e  s k y  f& " Q $  _ _  
& a w  a  b i g  e x p l o s i o n , w h i c h  s h e  d i h "  

-  h e a r. T h e re a fte r, fro m  th e  s p o t o f th e  e x p l o s i o n , a  b i g  b l i i c k .)$ & ~ ~  
l i n e  o f s m o k e  d e s c e n d e d  fro m  th e  s k y  o v e r th e  A tl a n ti c  O tt 
a  fe w  s e c o n d s  ,m o u l d  n o  l o n g e r s e e  th e  b l a c k  s m o k e . 

-. . . 
I _ 1  . ..? j  .,.-..v  

F d e d  2 5 5 A -N Y -2 5 9 0 2 8  I 

T h i s  d o a m c n t c o n ta i n s  n e i th e r rc c o m m c n J a ti o n s  n o r c o n c l u s i o n s  o f th e  J 3 J . J r  i s  rh c  p ro p e rry  o f th e  R IJ  m d  i s  e  
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17, 1996 at approximately 8:30 p.m., the above 
a boat along with five other persons on the 
end of the bulkhead of the Harbor Cove Inn. 

On July 
witnesses were in 
Pecans. Bay at the 

Facing westbound, h states that she 
observed a flare shoot upward from the water, ascend with a 
bright orange-red glow skyward and at its apex, burst into 
numerous orange red flames. The flare had a 
red tail*/- advised that her boyfriend, 
also watched the flares ascend. /+7 

-advised that the 
flames. Neither heard any nois 
approximately thirty miles 
or six miles away. 

into numerous red 
believes she was 
believes he was five 

&7 

265A-NY-259028-SUB c @ 3 - 3’s 
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di ib~&,JREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

oar o f tru8oriptbB 06/30/97 

On June 25, 
Towd Point Beach, Long 
LIEBER and RICHARD S. 
INVESTIGATION (FBI). After being advised of the nature of the 
interview and the identity of the interviewing agents,- 
provided the following information: 

tated that she was previously interviewed by 
e officers a  few days following the explosion 

of TWA fli h t 800 on July 17, 1996. 

ZZ !dYf! 
has 

Since her interview of July, 
not been contacted by any other law 

at 
1996. However, 

she saw on the night o f July 17, 
a ted 

Channel 12 News 
that a ttempts have been made by 

and to contact her. Further, she has 
received in the ma il several requests to draw a pict 

'b 
what she saw in the sky on the evening of July 17th. 
stated that she does not remember who attempted to contact her 
via U.S. ma il about what she observed. She is very upset that 
someone from the media was able to obtaip her address. 

8 :15 pm, 
-ievening of fuly 17, 199'6, a t approximately 

her boyfriend and six o ther individuals left 
the PECONIC MARINA in a  boat owned by 

- the group in the boat procee ed in a  northwesterly d  According to 
direction toward Robins Island to have dinner a t the GALLEY HO 
Restaurant. -estimated that the boat ride from the 
PECONIC MARINA to the GALLEY HO is approximately three m inutes. 
-stated that the restaurant was full and had a waiting 
list for tables. 
became available. 

The group stayed in the boat until a  table 

stated that a t approximately 8 :30 or 8 :35 pm, 
h  on the boat looking east toward the 

Inlet just beyond Hampton Bays. Over 
her left shoulder, saw what appeared to be the top of a  

The 
flare-like object 

35 degrees above the horizon. 
(hereinafter referred to as the "objectw) was 

pink, orange and red in color and was moving in a  arcing 
direction w ith  a  trail o f smoke. The smoke trail appeared to be 

i k,hvatigation on 06/25/97 It Towd Beach Point, Long Island, New York 
-pu.~ 265A-NY-259028 -t$&/- c;/ 7  

, 
: >.; 

.j ,::‘ 
:.*i 

SA M . L . L IEBER 
by SA RICHARD S. KARNIEW ICZ Date dictated 06/30/97 

TU, documettt contdtta ndthr racommmdrtiomr nor condor&m of the FBI. It b  the property d the.F~~ ud b bud w m ~MI; .!$j 
It and it8 coatetm are not to be diatributrd out&c vow amocv. , ’ “4 I. 
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265A-NY-259028 
Contimdou of FD-302 add , m 06/25/97 , pw 2 

object which was a gray/yellow color. 
an explosion and she nave 8aw 

hit anything or make contact with anything. While tb 
appeared to self destruct. 

appeared to be approxirakly 
She estimated that 

from the time she looked over her left shoulder and initially 
observed the obje tire 
fifteen seconds. 

event took approximately ten to 
stated that she did not observe the 

object ascend from e ground or sea level. 
already in the sky, 

The object was 
approximately 35 degrees above the horizon, 

witnessed the top of the flare-like object explode. 
described this explosion as a small fireworks display. 

She further stated that she did not hear any sounds in connection 
with what she witnessed in the sky. She never observed an 
airplane in the sky. 

stated that her recollection of what occurred 
uly 17th is minimal since one 

gone by. She stated that her boyfriend 
,@: ;;;F;eady 

COUNTY POLICE officer, witnessed a part o w at she observed. 
However, her other friends on the boat did not see anvthinu. 

rstated that she has telephb; 
individuals vho were on the boat on 07/17/96: 

esides with her L 
brents at the above address. 
& a also a SUFFOLK COUNTY i PO 

emphasized that her boyfriend, 
&lk to the FBI about what he w * i 

stated that her boyfriend is annoyed that the 
Lmpted to contact him at his residence in order 

to illicit statements from him about what he observed. 
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Conthu.?m of PD-202 off , on 06/25/97 , pW. 3 

ne behind the object which was a gray/yellow color. 
stated that she never saw an explosion and she never mw 

hit anything or make contact with anything. lVh$lr W 
ascending in the sky, it appeared to self dutruot. 

estimated that the object appeared to be approxtitely 
away from where she was located. She estiaated that 

from the time she looked over her left shoulder and initially 
observed the obje tire 
fifteen seconds. 

event took approximately ten to 
stated that she did not observe the 

object ascend from e ground or sea level. The object was 
already in the sky, approximately 35 degrees above the horizon, 

when 
witnessed the top of the flare-like object explode. 
described this explosion as a small fireworks display. 

She further stated that she did not hear any sounds in connection 
with what she witnessed in the sky. She never observed an 
airplane in the sky. 

stated that her recollection of what occurred 
uly 17th is minimal since one 

gone by. She stated that her boyfriend 
,e: &;F;eady 

COUNTY POLICE officer, witnessed a part o w at she observed. 
However, her other friends on the boat did not see anything. 

besides- with 
barents at the above address. 
1 is a also a SUFFOLK COUNTY pd 

7 
emphasized that her boyfriend, 

talk to the FBI about what he w. 
-Istated that her boyfriend is annoyed that the 

empted to contact him at his residence in order 
to illicit statements from him about what he observed. 

__-_)--- . - - - ~ - .  . . -  
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Date of ttanscriphion 

ate of Birth (DOB) 
was interviewed at 

New York. 

the nature of the interview, 
wing agent and 

information: 
GALIETTA.provided the following 

..A , r 

-9: ~~~~d~~~ on a building's deck located on D& R& 
1996, at approximately 8:45 PM to 9.00 PM 

in West Hampton, Long Island, New York. HA stated that while 
looking to the south towards the Atlantic Ocean, he observed a 
red-yellowish flare-type object arcing 
followed by a larger reddish explosion. hen observed a 
flaming object fall out of the explosion area downward toward the 
ocean. The object separated into two burning sections shortly 
before he lost sight of them near the horizon. 

Investigation on 
.’ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the ptopetty of the FBI 
# ..\ .,,. a..,. ,_. ,. . . .,, I.. .,,<..:h. ..a., .,.!,,.:4., ., )%111 l,.-n.‘: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trmralptbm 7/24/96 

,: Also participating in the.1___--.--~~ ~-- 
Y WILLRR, Suffolk County Polio Dspsrtmsnt. After 

being apprised of the identity of the interviewing Amntamd 
Detective, as well as the nature of the interview 
provided the following: 

qccompanisd.by his wife 
their 35 foot boat, the 

Moriches Ray approximately one and one-half ri 
the Coast Guard station. Between 8:30 and 6:45 3?W on the svening 
of July 17, he first observed something pop up over the dunes 
that, at first, made him believe that there were fireworks over 
the bay. 

-LJ' 
He described this event as a rising trail of white or 

silvery gray smoke which ended in a black puff of smoke before 
quickly turning into a brilliant orange flash and ultimately a 
fireball. 

fireballs. 
The fireball quickly separated into two distinct 

The larger fireball or plume of flames began tumbling 
toward the water, and-recognized an object that might 
have been either an airplane fuselage or wing. The falling plume 
and objects were spinning quickly. 

With respect to the origin of the trail of smoke, 
-believed that it originated south of his position either 

on the dunes or beyond the dunes in the ocean. He stated that 
the fireball was moving in an easterly direction and that prior 
to the manifestation of the fireball the trail of smoke rose up 
in a west to east direction from behind the fireball. 

t to the path and characteristics of the 
advised that it n a consistent 

direction but wavered along the way. heard no sound 
associated with the smoke trail and stated that the smoke trail 
created an ambient brightness. 
of the smoke trail initially as 

described the trajectory (approriMtel~,.~tg00, _ 
direction) and then changing to an arc before bscomi~ti+~~~; *Z-*....-.- 
fireball. 

‘LJ ravrtigdoaoa 7/19/96 81 Westhampton, New York 
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At the time of the incident, the sun was in a westerly 
location north of the Coast Guard Station. 

quarter to 
was operating his vessel 

one f a mile from the dunes. 
provide a precise estimate of the origin of the noke trail. 

At the time of the 
lower helm of the boat with an 

warlo&&linthe 
of the Lky. 

-radioed into the.Coast Guard fron thw hmodiately 
after the incident. 





Pr~oedan~o: ROUTINE 

TO: New-York 

. _ :.r- 
Datmr 10/14/1996 .“:-: 

Attn: ASAC George Andrew .;.. 5. *. 
. -. *,I'. . 2 ..' -. : _ '. 

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Draftsd By: Bongardt Steven A:sa 

Case ID #r- 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: uNSuB(S) l -  

EXPLCSION-%*'TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

syllopsis: Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

i/ Enalosures: One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 
C. Casazza and one report of Deputy Inspector Douqlas S. 
Matulewich. Suffolk County Police Department, Marine Bureau, 
concerning-witness flare sighting plots. 

Details: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions, analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
local. Deputy Inspector Watulewich used a G lobal Positioning 
System (G.P.S.) device td ascertain-the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a-U.S. Department 'of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

Deputy Inspector Xatulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible WANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

s(ogsv Gwkm-c=) . 

'i' 
1, LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

.LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West 
2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 
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me* b - To: 
. * New York From: Herman Neil 
. Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996 

E 

These'locations have been used in providing possible 
locations of a WAD launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for .. acoustic side-scan sonar end possible recovery. 

. ..?$' 
Deputy Inspector .$+ Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area 

within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be ."".'.;"‘ 
_: 

searched. 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of -_ 
foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. These 

_ 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U.S. Army for the U.S. 'Stinger" missile system. The 

..Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SM) WImm F. . .- .". I': ;r; F+ 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of ,+:.;:-;. I- 
Investigation (FBI), 
MATU 

ty Inspector DOUGLA&S. 

Bureau, the below.listed items 
e Denartment (SCPD)-Marine 

all connected to ,a compass- 
hart rendering Inspector MATULEWICH had done regarding TRAM 

iORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

This rend 
between July 20-30, 

*@g-was based upon FBI intenriews done 

observed a 
1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 

nflare-liken object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just before.& exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), 
evening of July 17, 

approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
1996. These various sightings had raised the 

possibility that a missile.might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

Deputy Inspector WATULEWICH had either been present 
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the spots from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

Eight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 
an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the.description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight # 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector WATULEWICH's rendering -did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy- Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

Investtgrtion on 10/7/96 8) Great River, N.Y. 
p~# 265 A NY 259028 

SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA- Date dictated 10/7/g 6 

a-4 
This do ’ 

iv 
meat contrim ndtbr I meadrtioor nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI md ir loaned to your rgmcy; 

it and i contents ore n,oc to be distributed outride your agency. 



265 A NY 259028 
coatinu~t~ofPD-302ol DEP. INSP. DOUGLAS MATULEWICH 

1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 
suggests an area that should,logically be searched. 

-c+$$& . . . i T +., -.! -2 ,-+' .-_ .'.v_ .-i .I-'. 
2. A one page summary listing the eleven (11) .witnesses which 

I. --' 

sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the time of their sightings of a 
toward flight # 800. 

"flare-like" object rising up 

3. Seven (7), more detailed pages, setting forth the names of . 
the paired or individual-witnesses; the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed theebeputy Inspector MATULEWICH's actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. -- 

4. A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant 

'L-l intersection of those sightings. 

5. Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. - 

-. 
3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

. . 
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COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

September 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA' Paul Shea - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, Np 11747 )L* e 

Gentlemen: -a 
On Saturday, July 20,1996, I became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a m issile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 

b witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a m issile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like" 
object rising 
These 

immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
locations are 

(LONG). 
indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 

In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number12353 (17th Ed., 
Light, 

June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
published at Washington, D.C. by U.S. Department of 

Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has m issile information (to 
scale! provided by Robert Doherty 'bf the-Defense 
Agency (DIA). 

Intelligence 
All of this information taken together indicate to 

me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight 800 the "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

‘L-l 1. -LAT 40’40.68’N T,ONG 072'40.66'W 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 



. .* 

To: SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

September 18, 1996 
page 2 

.,A:' ..c- I - i.., .a>. ,<q: - ..,a .-<y.! ,-.: 
2. LAT 40'39.19'N LONG 072'37.29'W 

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE j-.: '2. . 
CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND .a 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be- searched for - the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The possibility exists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. . 

DSM:bm 

Enclosures 8 
-_ 

Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 
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LAT 40'37.613'N 
LONG.073'15.742'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 

LAT 40'40.961'N 
LONG 073'00.221'ti 
Hand held magnetic compass was 110'. 

LAT 40'45.104'N 
LONG 072'55.968'W 
Hand held magnetic combs' was'-124'. 

LAT 40"45.745'N 
LONG 072'46.573'W 

L Hand held magnetic compass was 150' 
Hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

LAT 40"48.172'N 
LONG 072'45,321'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 152'. 
Hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 

LAT 40'49.183'N 
LONG 072'39.QO03'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 185". 
Hand held magnetic compass was 187". 

T,AT 40"50.295'N 
, 

T,ONG 072"28.526'W 
b Hand held magnetic compass was 225'. 

Hand hesl.d magnetic compass was 223' 



On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy * 
Inspector DOUGLAS 
Marine Bureau, met with 
Island Coast Guard Station, Babylon, New 

they~~n~f~~~.~~~~,i;",~~~~~nthat ..':' 
the evenin 
800. The 

of 7 17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flig:: 

s 
were 

Guard Motor 
taken out on the water in the- U.S. Coast 

1 e Boat #44341. . . - coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY 'RYAN 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When the mhd&ated'that CG 44341 was in the exact 
location as their 7/17/96 observations of TWA flight 800 
Inspector 

Deputy 
DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following *readings 

indicated oh'his -Garmin GPS 45: 'LAT 40'37.613'N, LOK 
073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich 

the location of the observations in relationship 
Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 

on D/I Matulewichls hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 



. 
. .* - . 
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On 7/29/96, at the request.'of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy' :.._. ;;;t& 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department ".z?r~::;.~,~.~ 4% 
Marine Bureau, met with 
Fire Island, New York. 

at Davis Park Marina, . _ . ".<;;i> 
~.. 

had previously indicated that she had observed 
et rising over the ocean, 

before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
TULEWICH to the location 

tions on 7/17/96. 

When 
location soccupied 

indicated that she was in the exact 
on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 

MATULEWICH took the follow.jng readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'40.96@??, LONG 073"00.221'W. 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 

From this location 
was the 

location of her observations in relationship to the beach and 
water, and the-magnetic bearing indicated'on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 



On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL 
Marine Bureau, -met with 

County Police Department "" 
at 

Bellport, New York. 
the Bellport Yacht, 

"flar!ect rising 
had previously indicated that he had observed a 

over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight %800. 

d-kreturned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W. 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 

From- this location 

location of his obserWt?i&s, 
was the 

glow, 
starting with an object with a red 

which rose from east to .west. 
with the red glow, 

The position of the object 
in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 

indicated td'D/I MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124'. 



On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL 
Inspector 
Marine Bureau, 
Beach Marina, Fire Isla 

From the indicated area on the dock, Deputy rnspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.749QJ': LONG 
also indicated to D/I 
was the location of the 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 

L' 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

c 

. . 
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On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the.FBI, ': Deputy Inspector 
Department Marine Bureau 

DOUGfiA;et~.;~;ndCountv~; 

Abbott's Hart's Cove Marina, East oriches, New York. 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWI.mumn *ha+ +ha 
observations on 7/17/96-of TWA FLIGHT 800 bv 

_I were made from the dock behind their- -_-_ _ ---=. 
Zidicated area .on the dock, Deputy Inspector nnuGt.AS MATULEWICH 
took the following readings as 
LAT 40'48.172'N, 

indicated on his Garmin 
LONG 072'45.321'W. 

indicated to D/I MATULEWTCH by 
the location of the 
dock, a Coast Guard 
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a referen& noint. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 152'. 

The magnetic bearing to the flag pole 
hand held magnetic compass was 160'. indicated on the 

.- $? . 
:.-- 
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O n 7/20/96, at the request of.SA W ILLIAM F . LYNCH of the FBI, 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEW ICH, Suffolk  County 

. . . . :, -(  ?*,;i‘"  
Department Marine Bureau., 

pal ice 'TV -- '  - ' -z:- -:* 
met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense 

Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the W esthampton Beach High School, New 
. +f, 

York. j& : . -..>. ., .._. L.-A: 
Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEW ICH was that the 

observations  on 7/17/96 of T W A FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the W esthampton Beach:::: 
From the indicated area in the school's  parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEW ICH took  the following readings  as 
indicated on his  G armin GPS 45: LAT 40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W . 
From this  location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations  in relationship the 
several telephone pol&%h'ich were used as a reference points . 

The magnetic  bearing to the left s ide of the observations  
indicated on-D/T MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic  compass was 185'. 
The magnetic  bearing to the r ight s ide of the observations  
indicated on D/I MATULEW ICH'S hand held magnetic  compass was 187'. 
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east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 
. 

F rom  the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH- took the following readings as 
indicatedon his Garm inGPS 4.5: LAT 40"50.295'N, LONG 072'28.526'W . 
From  this location a&?&? indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 0 

-as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
stern of his own boat and a Coast Guard ,44 foot M otor Life Boat 
which was opefating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from  
'w ,-L&XZ2 observation #1 the m agnetic bearing in lea e on 

hand bearing com pass was 225'. Observation #2 the m agnetic bearing 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand bearing com pass was 223'. 

indicted to D/I MATULEWTCH from  this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

-. 
The m agnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 

held m agnetic com pass was 223'. ... 

. 

. . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trutscriptiott 07/21/96 

East Moriches, New York, 11940, telephone number (516) 878-3700. 
After being advised of the 
and the nature of the interview, 
information: 

Approximately 8:20 PM on July 17, 
TTS 

199$,-returned 
HARTS COVE MARINA after boating with his 

standing 
in Moriches Bay. Soon thereafter, while 

on the dock next to his boat, and looking south of his 
position, he saw what appeared to be a flare. He could not 
determine whether the "flare" was rising up or dropping down. 
The "flare" was already in mid-air when he first saw it; he did 
not see it leave the ground. He does not know whether the flare 
had a "tail," and he is not sure in what direction the 'flare" was 

flare ended in a "big ball of 
plane before he saw the explosion. 

long he saw the flare before he saw the 
describe where the "flair" was 

saw the "big ball of flames." 
and where in the sky he 

had no further information. 

Investigation on 07/ 19/g 6 

FilejZ65A-NY-259028 

by 

Date-dictated 

aiw This document contains neither recommcndetions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
it md its cootcttts l re not to be distributed outside your agency. 





ill, New York 1 
was interviewed at the Sou 

Club, Southhampton, NY. After being advised 
the interviewing Agents and the nature of the 
provided the following information: 

inter&&,, .s , : . .a-( 
On the evening of July 17, 1996,-a= fin *hi" 

in Bridgehampton directly overlooking the ocean. 
know the name of thded‘ch, but with the use of ti-- 
nearest to where the beach was located. 

---~----- I-F. 

While looking southwest, at a %me just before dark,.&&;,% 
-saw the end part of something going up into the air.‘1 
explained that she did not actually see any defined ob4ect:$ 

L/ she saw a smokey orange streak. could 
streak originated from, 

not see pheye 
0 move fro~:.ma@++q', 

.' ~-~Y-gqp:~y 
The streak lasted only for about one or two seconda- 

when it then burst into a very large bright oranae--red 
fire. The fire descended and became uneven in shape. I 
descended into the horizon, and was no longer visible. 

3s . . 
not hear anything at any time. t, a 

-advised that she would be able to revisit th6 
beach, and determine exactly where she was standing,.and looking ;;,;, i 
at the time. -3 

. . ..w . . _. 

Invcstigetioo on 7/26/96 Water Mill, New York . . - 
'L-J It 

File (I 265A-NY-25902 
-SJ RO 

REGORY J. &NE 

This document contains neitba recotttmendetioas nor con&t&~ of the F 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your @get&y. 
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F’RDBRAL BUREAU OF INVFSllGATION 

the purpose of the interview, 
information: 

were on the beach in 

color of 
prior to dusk, the 

the sky was "hazy blue", and it was a 'clear day". 

While playing with the children, was facing the 
ocean when she noticed a reddish/orange "scattered" light 
approximately forty-five degrees to her right (West). There was 
a small trail arching upward to the light. Although the trail 
was the same reddish/orange color as the "scattered' light, the 
trail was not as bright as the light. -could not recall 
which direction the trail arched, however, she motioned several 
times with her hand from left to right when referring to the 
trail. She further stated that the trail was small. 

m 

Part of the trail was already visible in the sky when 
first saw it. It began at one inch above the horizon and 
saw it start to grow at one and three-quarter inches above 

t e orizon. (During the interview, tilized a standard 
ruler to determine measurements in i As she watched it, 
the trail continued to grow upward. The trail arched almost 
vertically upward at a seventy to an eighty-degree angle, and it 
lasted for one to two seconds. The width of the trail appeared 
to be the same as the w&h of a cellular telephone antenna. 

wnen Cne tri -d .  .  .  ail stopped growing 
he upper end of the8t!~~~ous1y 

zattered' light. 
.: saw an explosion at tl 

described the explosion ai- the reddish/orange 's( 
The explosion occurred at two inches above the horizon line, The 
light was originally the size of a dime and it grew to be 
slightly larger than a quarter. 
from the explosion. 

m-did not hear any sound 

,,'LlMsi@m on 6/13/97 rt Bridgehampton, Ned York 

wet 265A-NY-259028 p. 
SA CHRISTINA GUST 

by SA STEVEN A. BONGARUT (CG:c 
I79 

nti8doammltcom8iMocirber~ 
it8tusill COtUUU8~ttOttObCdiiOUtSldCyOtU~. 
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Continuation 

265A-NY-259028 

of FD-302 of 

The light then started to "trickle down" toward t 
ocean. 
down. 

It appeared as if pieces of light, or 'glow", we-- 

pieces. 
Some of the pieces were larger and fell faster t 

The light "trickled down" for a few seconds and 
faded away. ,. .,:. 

*. 
advised that the entire event, from the time she 

: 
first noticed the trail to when she saw the light fade away, 
lasted approximately twenty to thirty seconds. 

When- first saw the trail going up into the air, 
she thought that it was a flare. She did not view the event as 
being an object or a plane. She had never actually seen a flare 
prior to July 17, 1996, therefore, 
was not a flare. 

she could not verify that it 
Because she believed it was a flare and that 

someone may have needed help, when the event ended,. 
the beach and went to telephone the Coast Guard. 

Ll also left the beach. 

When 
h 

later heard about the TRANS WORLD AIRLINES 
Flight 800 eras , s e did not make the correlation between the 
crash and what 
told-that 

witnessed at the'beach on July 17. 0 

that possible w 
heard something on the news indicating 

should contact the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI). 
the crash. 

hen called the FBI a few days after 

is not color blind, and she does not wear 
to the media regarding what she had 

only spoke about the event to the 
ter the crash. 
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I’D-202 (Rev. 2-l&82) 

/ -l- 
FEDERAL BUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

,’ 
/ 

/ 
Date of truscriptbl 08/09/96 - ‘. . . ._ 

‘ii 

/I20 

their children. 

96, at 8:35 pm 
#W were on Ponguogue Beach V 

out, dusk, with a grey sky. 
neax the main lifeguard ohair, 

parking lot to a 
a is reached by going from the 
ain concession stand to the 

lifeguard stand. - 

looked to her right, to the southwest, and saw 
e 

flames 
from the water, went up and exploded, and 

came down. They heard a deep, boom-boom-boom-boom-boom 
sound and then the ground shook. She saw fire on the water and 
black smoke, and she thought a ship was on fire. 

m 
recounted the events as follows: she thought 

the "flare rose from the water, and at first thought it was a 
distress signal. It was nway too big", and it seemed miles away. 
She guessed it was in flight for %econdsn. 
and white smoke behind the "flare*. 

She saw grey smoke 

the smoke changed to white. 
It was grey at first, then 

There was a.bright orange glow at 
the leading edge of the smoke. 

She could not say there was an initial puff of smoke. 
She did not see an object, just an orange-red-yellow flame, 
mostly orange, followed by smoke. 
falling away, 

She did not remember an object 
but only remembered two flames coming down 

afterward. 

She did not hear the "flare" go up, but only heard the 
"sound of thunder" afterward. She recalled the outside light wao 
still pretty good, at dusk, with a grey sky that night. 

A STEPHEN J. SHINER/axh 

This docummt contains neither recommmdrtkn~ nor cowhuiors of tbe PBI. It ls the property of tbc PBI md b bud lo && 



e./ 

_ . i - / 

FD-302a (Rev. 11-1343) 

265A-NY-259028 

The trail of the @@flare" was curved as the "flare" Zhw 
up vertically. There was an explosion and two pieces of fl&? '. 
were coming down, like a plume. The first piece was bigger, and 
the one in the back peeled away and was not as big. 

:- 

c 

. . 
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' IP^&DERALBUREAUOFIWESI'IGATXON 

On 7/15/97 
was interviewe 

SCOTT G. METCALF, of 
at a park in Avon, Connec She was advised of the 

and the purpose of the intervieW. 

so they could unwind 

on the beach, and 
an azimuth of about 190 

object hit the water, 
She did not see the 

because it was over the horizon. As the 
object fell below the horizon, she heard, and felt, a 'boom-boom- 
boom-boom" sound ripple across the @ter 
she was unsure 

Of 

the time it took for'the?!!!!#%!%+c$$ 

they saw mus turned to f 
and commented that wha; 

ave been a flare rom a distressed boat over the 

or after the incident. 
does not wear eye glasses or contact lenses, 

the incident was under the influence of 

further supplied the following information: 

Iln%dgo1ion0n 7/15/97 l t Avon, Connecticut 

FbI 265A-NY-259028- b&I/ #a' Do80 Mated 
SA Christopher J. Munger 

8/5/97 

by SA Scott G. Metcalf . . __ ; -- v.. I 
0995/ 

Tbir documeal contains neither mcommondodons nor conclusions of tbo FBI. II is rho pmpelry of Ihe FBI and i kmmd to put * 
it mad ita conteti am awl to be distributed outi& your l mnw. 
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Date of transcription 7/21/96 

Westhampton Beach 
as he was leaving 

* New York, 
Rogers 

advised that on Wednesday, July 17, 1996, he was 
sitting on his deck and saw two orange balls in the sky. 
balls th 

These 
sparks. 

to descend and were accompanied by white colored 
also heard a big boom at about the same time. 

balls. 
did not witness anything prior to seeing the red 

265A-NY-259028~SUB cc \ ‘w 
.- .- - 42. ITi ..- .-- 
k-, *,- 

-- ‘, I. .’ -...- - .-- 
&T ! .-. -. -_-__- -m--J 

u Investigation on 7/10/9; at Westhampton Beach, New York 

kick n5A-NY-259028 

S P. MIKALIC:MAM Date diital 7/21/96 
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IhteoffIm&p&m 7129196 

1996, she, her brother1 . _. were riding horses 
Highway (Rol ite 27) and west at Speonk River Head Road, Town of 
Speonk- a - * airection, 

-stated that she observed in a southerly 
a small red ball of light. The small red ball of 

got bigger and started to fall 

a small ball of light in a southerly direction which turned larger as the disappea 
behind the tree line Also interviewed at this time was 

B Date of Birth- off-w 
Center Moriches, who sta e t at s e also saw a large ball of light or fire heading toward the ground. 

, 

FBI - NEW YORK 
tcw! 

‘L' 
nvestigatioa on 7/22/96 at Speonk, New York 

Fdet 265A-NY-259028 -. 

by 
Investigator DARNLEY 0. SCOON 3" .; 
SA JOSEPH P. FANNING:cam & y' 

Date dicmred 7124196 
06 4i 1‘ . :i. h 
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Date of tnnscription 02/04/97 

On 01/30/97, 
interviewed at her res 

interview I= 

, was 
Middle Island, New 

~ advised of the 
?s of the agents and the purpose of the interviewing 

1 then provided the following information: 

on the evening of 07/17/96 she was 
(spouse) in the Great South Bay near 

that she was in the process 
facing the inlet, when she 

witnessed something explode over the Atlantic Ocean, south of the 
inlet. She further described the event as a flash followed by a 
fireball. After returning home, she heard about the explosion of 
TWA flight 800 on the news. 

'u 
stated that she had the photographs develo ed 
o of 07/17/96. In one of the-d 

advised that she noticed a small white streak. advised 
that she then contacted the FBI's toll free number to report that 
she witnessed the explosion and had a "strange" photograph. 

-stated that she talked to an FBI,agent named JOE KUHNS 
who advised her to send the negative/negatives to the FBI's New 
York office. mdvised that she sent negatives via 
overnight express to the FBI. -stated that KUHNS 
contacted her three (3) days later to inform her t&t .the 
negative was clear and there was "nothing wrong'with her camera." 

and on the 
advised that her photo has aired on Channel 2 

and Channel 12, 
stated that two lournalists 

:eFEw 

have recently contacted her te e honically regarding her 
photograph. She advised that told her that he is trying 
to do something with NBC regarding the crash of TWA Flight 800. 

-stated that-anted her to meet him at JFK 
International Airport before his flight back to Germany, the week 
before the interview, so he could view her photograph. - 
advised that she decided not to meet him prior to his departure, 
because she did not want to travel to JFK International Airport. 

advised that she contacted (LNU) at the 

Investigation on 01/30/96 at Middle Island, NY 

File# 265A-NY-259028-CC-357 
SA Scott G. Metcalf 

Date dictated 02/04/97 

/4-- 
SA Jennifer A. Leonard 
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a summary for 

The following background information was obtained 
through interview and observation: 

'l-l NAME : 
DOB: 
POB: 
SOCIAL SECURITY #: 
SEX: 
ADDRESS: 

wrk 

TELEPHONE: 
EMPLOYMENT: Realtor 
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D&to of tmoacriptior a/a/96 J; 

and the nature of the intehiew. 
rovided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, 
that she and her girlfqisnd, 
just finished walkisaround 
High School. Hampton Rays Hi 
of Argonne Street and Wakemann Road in Hampton Rays, New York. 
Upon completing her walking, she started to cross through the 
middle of the track heading to her car in the school parking lot. 

‘L 
turned 

)gsas walking towards the parking lot she 
her children over to the car. When she 

turned she looked up in the sky and observed what she termed as a 
"dud reman candle or flare". 

in color w-e trail 
further stated that this flare was white 

She stated that from her 
perspective the flare seared to Aove from a southwest direction 
to a more westerly directi 
it appeared to ascend on 
the flare was fast. She 
high" but it seemed to be still moving west. 
this was a reman candle that did not 

Sincs she thought 

turned back and hsadsd for the parking lot. 
hear any sounds associated with this flare. 

- 

mrat@tion 01 7/26/96 at Long Island, New York .' 

pue# 265A-NY-259028 &-Qy II\ aqo 
SAs KEVIN mmR$~0RN'Ru1/ . . 

by PETER BRAD dap Dtm dbtrttd 
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provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996 

Hampton Bays high school 
for her son to finish his walk. 
arising from behind the tree line caught her attention. 

A streak of grey smoke arising from behind the tree 
line on an approximate 212 magnetic bearing from her, ascended on 
a slight arc over the tree line to an approximate 230 magnetic 
bearing from e disappearing. Once the smoke 
disappeared, 
This arcing 

turned away thinking it was a dud firework. 
ximately 5 seconds. did not hear 

a-1' sounds associated with the smoke. 

noticed there were some houses behind the tree 
y where the smoke started from and thought the 

smoke was a firework that did not operate correctly. She thought 
it was strange to see fireworks from that direction because she 
had never seen any activity near those residences before. 

did not notice any clouds but stated it was a 
generally hazy day. 

did not notice any airplanes in the sky. 

L.2 Investigation on 
‘-TqlO/97 at New York, NY 

File Y Date dictated 
265A-NY-259028 N/A 

by SA ROBERT V. DESANTIS, FBI 
6973 SA JOANNA M. LOONIE, FBI)')& -.p. .t. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor cow4 d 
.I ;” 

ms of the FBI. P is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; .:.*?s 
?,C % 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outaide your agemy. z .$g&j 





was interviewed by Detective GARY MII&ER 
of the Suffolk County Police 

Department. The interview wa&conducted on July 17, 1996.; <_ 

: : 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 PM - &e&$&e 
is 2 miles east of Cupsugue Beach on the south side of Dune Road. 
She was sitting on hz~- couch facing the ocean. 

see the dune and while talking on the phone with 

can 

While sitting she 
(husband works for CNN). She observed a red dot 

rom he dunes and assumed it was kids with fireworks. 
It traveled upward very fast and after several seconds saw a 
large bright yellow/bright orange mass fall to the ground. She 
did not note any smoke trail but red dot traveled upward, 
slightly arching left to right. 
just prior to dusk. 

The sky was a lightish blue, 
She did not hear any sounds. It should be 

noted that because she could not see the water, she assumed the 
red dot came from the beach and the subsequent debris fell on the 
beach. 

. , 
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following information: 

Dau of tmscription 8/25/97 
. . 

$ ” +. 
.., &,i. .:. . . ,. 

. . 4‘s. 
am .: 

. . 
y.. ‘: 

nature of the interview. She then pro 
,j:, .;I. i .’ *, .?. 

7,1996,- ‘tt’ SI mg on her couch speaking to a friend, 
n the telephone when she saw a small “ted point of light” travel up into 

the sky from left to right. Immediately the dot turned into an explosion and thick streams bf fire 
came down as she walked over to the large windows through which she had witnessed the event. 
At the time she felt as though kids on the beach had shot a flare into the sky and she recalled 
initially being worried that the streams of fire coming down would ignite the beach grass just 
behind her beach home. 

(The windows through whit m tnessed the incident consisted of three 
‘U long rectangular floor length windows with matching smaller square shaped windows above a 

small partition (amount of wall). There also existed a small amount of wall (partition) between 
each of the three windows. The height of the floor length windgws were approximately five (5) 
inches above the horizon measured at an arm’s length and the center of each respective square 
window was approximately 8.25 inches above the horizon measured at an arm’s length.) 

alled the color of the ex losion as yellow. It was thick and fell 
vertically downward - it “started big and fell ” eer recalled seeing other shapes . 
coming down. 

The red light she saw traveling upward was traveling about the same speed as 
bottle rockets she had witnessed kids shoot in the past.mould see the red light go all 
the way up to the point of the explosion. It had traveled left to right just angled slightly to the 
right of vertical but arced slightly at the end. She could not recall exactly, but felt as though she 
had first seen the red light in one of floor length windows and that it had traveled a window 
width in a horizontal direction f+om left to right and ended up in one of the square windows 
above the floor length windows - most likely the center one. It took approximately five (5) 

The flames descended a lot slower than the red light had 
walking over to the window while still talking on the phone with 

and the incident ended. 

‘ustigation on 8/19/97 at Westhampton Beach, NY ,. 
Fiel265A-NY-259028 DPr .1-c\ -- ,- 

bc/(‘rcl-.l,J Datedictati N/A 

SA Jennifer Safir 
.:;:r:- .I 

by SA Steven A. Bonsardt (sab) 3 _ 
d9Pjc :,'A 

Itis document contains neither ~#onmmniations DIM collEhuiolu of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI sod b loaned to your agency; 
itudi~comchtsucnotUl.bed~outrjdcyoutyagy,.. .___ .--.. 
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Upon further reflection, ore clearly defined the color of the little dot 
of red light as “orange red” with a little bit of a “glow”. She had stated the sun was setting at the 
time and the color of the sky was purple. 

ecalled feeling shocked during the entire event - she did not know 
exactly what she was witnessing but had an uncomfortable feeling about it. She found out about 
the accident from the television coverage and could not believe that she had actually seen it. 

tated that -husband worked for CNN and that was how she first came to 
be interviewed by CNN shortly after the explosion .v that the law enforcement 
personnel who had interviewed her had received her name om CNN.~ted she had 
drawn a picture of what she had seen for the two law enforcement people who had interviewed 
her before. Portions of her interview for CNN had been on television several times. 

wore glasses primarily for reading but :ould not recall if she had been 
wearing them at the time. , 

possessed a law degree from Southwestern Law Scho 

ould not recall enough information to make specific measurements 
(with a standard ruler at an arm’s length) about the location of her observations above the 
horizon. 

ed that the initial search that night had been, as she recalled, 
significantly to the right (west) of where she had seen the red light, explosion, and flames occur, 
and that it wasn’t until sometime in the end of August that she had seen a recovery vessel around 
the location where she had seen the flames make contact with the horizon. 





who is employed as a mate on 

This interview was 
8:35 PM, he was mating o 

conducted on JuIy.'8:8 

. . four to five (4 to 5) mi 
whose positiorr.S.r 
e Island, east '# 

known as the Pines, in the ocean. He was looking ea++g 
observed a reddish orange flash from the surface of th# 
which he estimates to have.occurred 4 or 5 miles east o&2 
Scamp V's positioti*The flash appeared to be ascend 

and he believed that it was possibly a distress 
states that the reddish/orange flash appear 
to-be a flare and was moving south and east 

disappeared from his view. He then saw a whitish 
an orange light, which he believed might be a roman candl . 

1996. 

- 

1220 
_> 

aeard no explosion. 
_ ;_ 

Additionally; 
le second flash that he observed as 

htening or a flash from a flash bulb. 
appe&, . ;; .:.-~$gq$ 

e.. . 

__ .- 
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,’ .- .: Date of trmcription 06/26/97 

information: 

On July 17, 
Icharter boat. 

1996,. was employed as a mate on the 
The boat was Captained by 

p with two customers on board. The boat wa 
five m iles off F ire Island on the ocean side in an area known as 
the Pines. 

aft end of 
At approximately 8:35 P.M.-was standing at the 

the boat, facing East, 
exhaust system. 

near the diesel engines and the 
He was looking out toward the ocean at the 

fishing lines when he saw what he thought was a flare. -saw 
an intense reddish-orange light ascend upwards from the surface 

'i-k 
into the sky. The light traveled from left to right (North tc 
South) in an arc for about three seconds before disappearing into 
the clouds. A short time  (less than thirty seconds) after the 
light disappeared into the clouds, 
to a bolt of lightning, 

a white  light similar in color 
appeared in the,same area where the 

reddish-orange light disappeared. 
as a camera flash does. 

This light only lasted as long 

orange light, 
Immediately following this light an 

duller in radiance to the first ascending light, 
appeared in the sky and showered to the ground much the way a 

k..Reman Candle does. 
with the light. 

There did not seem to be any sound associated 
The entire event seemed to last for about two 

m inutes. Shortly after this event, they pulled in the fishing 
l ines and the Captain headed for shore passing a Coast Guard ship 
in the process. 
had witnessed. 

The Captain radioed to the Coast Guard what they 

stated that the sea was balm and that there was a 
distinct- that day The reddish-orange light that 
originated on the surface-did not have any smoke with  it. Th is 
light was thicker and different in color than any of the flares 
he has seen.-stated that he was in the navy for 

I 

approximately four years and has seen many flares in the service .: 
:;,-i 

b 
Investigation on 06/26/97 at New York, NY .r.$ 

:'5., 
F i leY265A-NY-259028~~~'f i7 i' 7  .:1x 

Datedii N /A ..5& 
SA SALVATORE A. EMILIO, AT 

by SA ROBERT V. DESANTIS. FBI 



FD-302~ (Rev. 10-6-95) 

‘k-J 265A-NY-259028 
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and in civilian life. 
flares. 

He has personally fired half a dozen 

-did not see any air traffic that day and was 
wearing his glasses which give him 20/20 vision. 

stated that he did not have any alcohol that day. 
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Date of transcription 07./25/96 

Suffolk County Police, at the SENIX MARINA, 50 Senix AvenLe 
Center Moriches, New York. After being advised of the 
of the interviewing agents and the nature of the 
provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 PM to 8:45 PM, 
on her husband's boat with her husband, docked at the 

She stated that while looking to the south towards 
the Atlantic Ocean, she saw what looked like a flare with a whitt 

and then she saw red flames falling. 
the falling flames grew larger, into a 

the horizon. 
before she lost sight of it near 

the flare-type object came from a boat 

265/bIv u-259028-SUB @3 

Ti 

37/l.9,‘96 .it Center Yorlches, New York 
F& 255A--NY-259028 

A SAMUEL t. KRAMER/hrg 
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Center Moriches, 

-and her husband were in the vicinity o f G reat Gun ; J 'B',.>- 
Beach the evening of July 17, 1996 and observed a flare in the 

-;,.$ F f 
sky. 

: 3  &. *d?* . -i-2-'.; I.+ I .1 
.‘f.-..- f 

stated that she used a compass to measure the 
:$. 

point where-she and her husband observed the flare. She advised y 
that she observed the flare at approximately 150 degrees from 2, -'-: 

-also stated that she had previously been 
h-d, 

G reat Gun Beach. 

b  
employed as an air traffic controller. i. 

;. : 

c 

SA CINDY A. PEIL/axh 
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Date of transcription 7/21/96 

the interview, rovided the following information: 

e -a: men&r of ,$$m HOLxMk ‘w 
(HBPOA),Mhone nur&&.';{d%!Up 

Holiday Beach Marina is located at the end-of Old Neck Road South 
in Center Moriches. 

On Wednesday, July 17, 1996,oand other members 
of the HBPOA were at the'marina checking on their boats. 

'\w 
Between 8:30 and 8:45pm, 

dock at the creek, 
at dusk, while st 

facing south towards Fire Island, 
observed a-fireball in the air past Fire Island, at 
o'clock position in the vicinity. 
breaking into-two.pieces. 

The fireball exploded, 
The first piece descended down to the 

-left with a bright, burning, deep-orange color. 
followed the descent down about two. 
black smoke the pieces, 
sand dunes.' 

but lost sight 
did not see any white streaks. -This entire 

process took about twenty-five seconds. 

12. 
-had observed fishing boats anchored near buoy 

Center Moriches 

. . . 
.-a s... .* b," I:...:l.....l -...ri4. . . . . ..I . . . . . . . . '. 

..- --.,. . -. - -- 1. - -. .: . -__ ___ ._. .- -. . 
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eft the marina before the 
ot at the marina that 

k.J 
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residence on3 

. . . . 
-was withI 

on July 17, 1996 at approx- 
Surf Club of Quogue,+wWzh 1.03'1 ---k& Gdua&d 
just opposite his residence. 

a!!!!! 

is id (I . ..6aw 
like a distress flare" and it to be " 
which laste&-for about ten seoonds. This flare 

straight down. He then saw a big ora+'%i#%~ 
then saw a helioopter respond to the area -*:$@$ 

.. :.;y* : ,..;,~&* 

by SA Benny Laranna/MAM DET Brian R. McNeibrtrdmt~ 
/ZO8 ;..,:.A. ,?(; 

ThJa docomat eoltdnr mitbr remmmrdatbmr l r aadrdar d the FBI. b It b tbr pmputy at tk I’82 aa4 ii& 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) TH0MAS.G. BARDEN: 

At the direction of ADIC JAME 
Agent (SA) THOMAS G. BARDEN provided to K- KAT.T-wM~ cm&m: -1 
National Tra 
interview of ty Board (N --I----- --= 
redacted vers (Protect Identity). Attached 

. 
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-He was born on 
is employed as a 

- in 

. His employment .withmbegan-on- 
employment as a pilot with DALLAS EXPRESS AIRLINES and a furlough 
from USAIR. 

Boston Logan Airport at 8:ld pm. 
Flight 507 took off from 

Air Traffic Controller (ATC), 
After communication with the 

Boston, -was advised to 
take the normal route as opposed to a shorter route, due to air 
traffic. 4L 
Island, 

advised-he was getting close to Hampton, Long 

feet, 
and had cleared from 24,000 feet to 18,000 feet to 17,000 

and was leveling off at 16,000 feet, when he noticed a 
plane in the distance. The plane was to the left of and headed 
toward i-bplane. 

mind that one of the planet's engines may be on fire, but he 

course. 
because the plans continued normally on 

en wondered if this particular type of 
) may have two landing lights very close 

plane 

advised he could not clearly see the other 
distance and also because it was dusk. 

plane must be an 
coming from JFK Airport. 
internationally tend to 
this plane 
continued to observe 
would be abnormal. 
maintained its course 
approximately two 

thought that the other 
because it appeared to be 

advised that planes flying 

bserved the plane for 
He estimates that when he 

first saw the plane, it was 25 to 33 miles away. 
quite at 16,000 feet, 

0 r-2 t. 

feet, 
estimate the other plane at 12,000-13,000 

The two planes were traveiing toward each other and- 
was a ccuple of miles to :be right ,of the other olane. m. 
flicked his ieft landing lighz, a nckal pronedu>e to. 

signal one plane cf another zLar.e's cr9s~3nce. At Ei;is t<xe he 
was approxima:ely 15 to 19 n;il?s Z- :,".? other piare--and. 1,3C: - '-r,"r '. L,-. -, 9. LW e,., 35 feet abc.vo it. se sa:5 :?.a: 3lrnz:sy si~l~lta2e?~~sl;- :- 

ale 
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flawthe land light, the other plane exploded. 
tod'k place between 8:30 pm an??'8:40 pm. 

The explosion 

exploding due to He indicated 
the flames were trailing 4,000 feet behind the plane. For a 
moment the fireball appeared to burn, h%i'gi‘iig'"in the air, as the 
two parts, fell burning to the water. 

Hampton 236 and code name 
to notify the ATC (on that 

there was an explosion in the air. After no 
response, he rkpgated the transmission. Approximately 15 seconds 

another carrier, believed to be LUFTHANSA AIRLINES, also 

39 passengers were also unaware of what had happened. 

a-badvised. that he and -were the only 
two people on EWA 507 who saw the explosion, yet they did not 
feel or hear anything. 0 notified dispatch of the 

when in landed in Trenton. 
Director of Operations, 

Trenton at 9:30 pm en route to EWA 507's final destination, 
Greensboro, North Carolina. EWA 507 arrived at Greensboro at 
lo:32 pm. -advised EWA's Flight Operations Centers are I 
located in Greensboro and Winston-Salem, North Carolina. The 
Financial and Corporate Headquarters is located in Trenton. 
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File ISumber( 265A-NY-259028-SUB B (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB; 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLTGHT '800, 7/17/96; 
AOT - IT - EID; ..'. 
00: NEW YORK 

Synopsis: Lead covered re interview of EAST WINDS AIRLINES, 
pilot, Captain DAVID McCLAINE. 

Ahinistrative: NYO-fax-to Charlotte, 7/18/96. 

Enclosures: Enclosed for New York are the original and three 
copies of a FD-302 interview of Captain DAVID McCLAINE, EAST WIND 
AIRLINES, and a 1A envelope with original notes. 

Details: On 7/18/96, Captain DAVID McCLAINE, a pilot for EAST 
WINDS AIRLINES, was interviewed regarding his knowledge of the 
explosion of TWA Flight 800. 
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Date of tnnscription 7/19/96 

Captain 
ersville, Nor 

was advised of the identit 
e nature of the interview. 

information: 
provided the following 

- He was born on 1 
s employed as a 

-His employment with 
jio_lyment as a pilot with1 

17,000 feet, and was leveling off at 16,000 feet, when he-noticed 
The plane was to the left of and headed 

oticed that what appeared to be the other 
"brighter and a little more off-color 

$!~$!!!!!'wondered~this altitude, the 
stimated that the plane was at about 

p&e had'on its laidning lights. 
lights are usually off at 10,000 fe 

i;d;;;zdwing 
curious and he continued to keep his Aye on the olane. 
thought entered his mind that one of the planets-engines may be 

lnvetitigation on 7/18/96 at Huntersville, NC CJL 51’ fl ‘/ - ,?S.?$S >“- c/j 

Filet 265A-NY-259028 /l '. 
h?; 6 NNE WILFERT MORLEY:jlm Dak Ji;tared 7/18/96 __ 
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on fire, but he 
normally on course. 
type of plane 
very close 
thelather plane becau 
dusk. 

notion because the plane continued 
hen wondered if this particular 
ime) may have two landing lights 
advised he could not clearly see 
distance and also because it was 

must be an 
other plane 

from JFK AIRPORT. 
be coming 

internationally near the coast, and i 
this plane may have begun to turn left a little. 
continued to observe the plane to see if it was t 
would be abnormal. plane did not turn lef; and 
maintained its course 
approximately two-three 

observed the plane for 

saw the plane, it was 25-30 milis away 
16,000 feet, estimated the other 

'L.-l 
The two planes were,travelling 
a couple of miles to the right of 
flicked his left landing light, a 
plane of another plane's presence. At this time he was 
approximately 15-19 miles from the other plane and 1,000 - 3,000 
feet above it. He said that almost simultaneously to flicking 
the landing light, the other plane exploded. The explosion took 
place between 8:30 and 8:40 p.m. 

dvised the 
with tw 

explosion was one large fireball 
the bottom of the plane into the 

water. ese 
contain 

two parts to be the wings 

exploding due to 
escribed the explosion as fuel 

yellow, 
indicated the flames were &ailing 

and black fire. He 
4,000 feet behind the plane. 

For a moment the fireball appeared to burn, hanging in the air, 
as the two parts, possibly wings, fell burning into the water. 

I using Airway Hampton 236 and code name 
the first to notify the ATC (on that 

at there was an explosion in the air. After no 
response, he repeated the transmission. Approximately 15 seconds 
later, another carrier,. believed to be LUFTHANSA AIRLINES, also 
reported the explosion. A subsequent roll call identff 
flights excluding TWA 800. At this time, First Officer 
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d a transmission offering assistance. 
he fuel gauge at the time of explosio 
n Trenton at 9:07 p.m. The three fli 
unaware of the explosion and indicated that the 

39 passengers were also unaware of what had happened. 

headquarters is located in kenton. 
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FEDERALBUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Date of tmorcription 07/20/1996 

On Friday, July 19, 
Detective Gary J. Fitzgerald, 

1996, at approximately 11:30 pm, 

York City Police Department Joint 
conduct a telephone re-interview of 
Original interview conducted by SA 
Division. 

Owk - - b was the pilot of1 
lich was travelling in the area of TWA flight 800 when it 

information: 

contacted at home telephone 
tand related the following 

\_/ d July 17 1996 he was the pilot of- 
which ha; depaked Boston and was enroute to final 

destination of North Carolina. 
direction passing over Hamptons, 

He was flying in a southerly 
NY, and turning to a wemtorly 

direction and observed an approaching aircraft. What drew his 
attention to this aircraft was what he originally thought was the 
aircraft's nose light. The light wa6 of an unusual intensity and 
was off color of the usual white light, being a brilliant yellow 
color. 

He related it is unusual for aircraft to fly above 
10,000 feet with the nose light on, and estiaated thim aimraft 

furthu than 20 

mvosti#ot&o 00 07,'19/1996 rt 

by Detective Gary J. Fitzgerald (I-48) 

lqs3 Tbirdommat matahstt&ba r-ma&Wsrr aoacbdm of tbo FBI. It is tbo jwopmy d tbr FBI ad is 
it and its contents arc not to be dirtriboted eatride vmr ~*mwv 
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At this period of time, he was fifteen (15) to nineteen 
(19) miles from the approaching aircraft, and decided to blink 
his inboard wing light to signal to the oncoming aircraft. 
was at this time he observed the oncoming aircraft "inflight 

It 

explosionf8, observed fire, and then two (2) pieces of what he 
believes to be the oncoming aircraft going down, possibly the 
wings, parallel to the water. 

.: He then reported his observations to'air"traffic 
control, confirmed location, inquired if he could provide any 
further assistance, and then continued his flight. 

number as~Z?E 
flying sche ule for him is Honday, 
0?/24/1996 inclusive. 

the company dispatch telephone 
advised that this week's 
07/22/1996, through.Wednesday, 

- 
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FEDERALBUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Dale of trrmriptkm a/7/96 

following informa 

was fishing with her children at the Blue Point 
July 17, 1996. 

k in Blue Point, New York, on the evening of 
The&obk borders the Great South Bay and 

a good view of Fire Island. Some time after a:00 p.m., dimr saw a red flare streak across the sky on the horizon past 
Fire Island.- -indicated the position of the flare was 
southeast to the fishing pier. 
to west in an upward manner. 

The flare was traveling from east 

five to ten seconds after seeing the red 
saw an explosion in the sky resembling a fireworks 

hverti~rtion on 
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Ith 
- - 

en provided the following information: 

On July 17,1996- as on the eastern side of the Blue Point Marina 
facing towards the southeast in an approxunate ten (10) o’clock position from a dire&on 
perpendicular to the beach. She was packing up to leave the marina with her soa 

).because itwasaettimrdarkandthesun 
was seuahe recalled that it was still farrly 
was beautiful as it was clear and there were no 
was east and to the right of her was west. 

still blue, -and the weather 
stated that to the left of her 

‘L While she was looking in that ten o’clock position at a clear sky- saw 
a thin “orange red” streak of light materialize and 
saying something similar to “Oh, look, firework.” 
described the color of this streak as “hot pink”. 
indicate a left to right initial motion for the 
stated the streak of light had initially gone 
recollection was that the first part of the streak was coming towards her at an actual approximate 
angle of thirty (30) degrees with the ground, but that because of her relative position, it actually 
looked a lot steeper (from right to left). Approximately thirty (30) percent of the streak’s travel 
was in this right to left phase. The next phase of movement, the straight vertical phase, seemed 

seventy (70) percent, of the streak’s full 
of this straight vertical phase of movement, 

unable to describe the smoke with any more detail * 
except to say that the top of the streak had just become “smokey” and that the color of the smoke 

to travel faster in the straight vertical phase than in the angled 
(right to left) phase. id not observe any downward movement of the streak or 

smoke disappeared almost instantly. 

mstimated the entire duration of her observations to be at eight (8) 
seconds from the time she first saw the streak until immediately after she saw the smoke when 

‘u. atlgaaon on 8/26/1997 at Patchoque, New York 

65 FiIe#265A-NY-259028 ai- u Datedictabd N/A 
SA Christina Gust 

by SA Steven A. Bonsardt (sab) 
OPP7 

Thirdocumentconainrneltherreeommendrtioarmrcoachuioa3ofBwFBI. ItistbepropcayofdwFBf~irlocstcioporrywcy; 
~.~~,WtIrrC#b- .cc M, rnh Ai&4 mr.ir)r .mn.. .l-. ‘i..,.k 
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her observations ended. She was then asked to remember the events, either quietly or aloud, in 
the sequence and pace at which she recalled them as having occurred. This was done twice and 
the durations of her recollections both times were ten (10) seconds. 

Using a standard twelve (12) inch ruler at an arm’s length, ~!Jtimati 
the height at which she first saw the streak of light materialize to be at one (1 j inch above the 
horizon and the peak of its movement to have been at two (2) inches above the horizon. She was 
unable to estimate the amount of streak’s horizontal movement (from right to left). 

-id not recall- noises. When she returned home her mother 
told her that an airplane had crashed an membered feeling some degree of shock 
as she recalled what she had seen. She had waited at least a week to contact the Bureau because 
she felt everyone would have seen what she had seen and that her observations would not have 
been any different from anyone else who had spoken to investigators. When she called the F.B.I. 
she did so through a phone number (hotline) she had obtained from a girlfriend. The original 

u interviewers had come to her work to conduct the interview. 

mad not spoken to any members of the fess regarding her 
observations. A friend of hers from California pwho worked for a 
company called AIRCRAFT SERVICE, had told her that what she had probably witnessed was a 
fuel system fire. mad been in New York approximately one month ago helping out 
the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) with fuel systems tests at JFK Airport. 





/ 

d 

J 

tr 

nature of'the interview. He 
information: 

then provkded tho'fo%loiiiI 

On July 17, 1996, at about 8:30 ~.m. 
was surfing with his brother,' 

at Smith's Point, and was paddl 
stated that he saw a " 
"Holy shit, what is - d!Iii 

are"inthe skytotheSouZE 
? Is that a flare?'. The 'ild@j 

consistent color of red, about three to four times tlm‘r 
star, went fqore straight up” for about one second, and a 
distance about half of a finger length at arm's 
and a half inches. The "flare' then dropped 

lua#t&"d 
stia'i&t'd 

approximately three inches at an arm's length and 
observed a flame off the back of the flare: a %a= 

'flare". 
-P 

It took two to 
first saw the 'flare" until he noti;-_-..-,- 

L.QAA . -Ae ?Xl'-turned into a smokey, fiery trail and expl&%d~'~~~ 
into a burst a little less than the size of a ouarter fat an r.L:'~;::'&~ 

piece and a smaller piece. The big piece 
the moon and looked like it was spinqing, 
was about ten percent the.size of the--big 
still connected to the bigger piece-but a 
bigger piece was ‘fiery’, Flare 
and trailing a long 'tube of 
seven seconds for thfs large sectio 
Approximately twenty seconds later 
rumbling sound for three to four 

. . -a 7/24/19?6 ,New York, New York 

p~$6!5A-NY-259028 cc\ AL Mdiocw( 7/30/19¶ 

I,, SA STEVEN A. BONGARDT (SAB:sab) . . . . -.s .- '; 
i : 2 

. 'Tbbdoclme~uiQrn mrcoochdmsofl&FBL Itbhqmputyd~Rlutdb’m~ 
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Date of tmscription 8/8/96 

descent a- 
advised that thk explosion continued its 

he lost sight of it as it neared the ocean. 
seconds after losing sight of the explosion 
a loud roar that continued for a couple of seconds in duration. 

,‘w Investigation on 7/26/96 at Corham, N.Y. 
-NY-259028 

ID SEBASTIANI/ 
D. FETHIERE/DS/nac Dare dictated 7/26/96 
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‘b FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tlanwipnon 7/23/96 

- Date of Birth was advised of the nature of this investigation and the identities of 
:he investigating agent and detective. 
following information: 

She provided the 

On July 17, 1996, she was at the beach near the 
campgrounds 
her husband 

h Point Park on Fire Island, New York, with 

walked to t 
At about 8:25 PM, she and her husband had 

s edge in front of camp site number 29. At 
about 8:40 PM, she noticed something like fireworks or a flare 
going up from the water. 
color. 

It first appeared to be a fiery orange 
She also noticed white smoke. She then observed a bright 

orange explosion in the sky about half way up in the sky. She 
then observed this fireball fall into the sea beyond the horizon. 
This all occurred to the south and east of her location. It was 

'L 
alnost directly south of the Moriches inlet. She recalls 
zhinking to herself "how stupid it is to shoot fireworks from a 
scat. " 

Her work number 

!!l\ ~~lI~3Ilon t>n 7/20/96 at North Shirley, New York 

F.!: = 265A-NY-259028 n I 
Det. SCOTT BLANSFIELD 1SCPD)S'Jb *- t 

- 

i-! SA JAMES MCCARTHY (FBI\wJM:mxbJ'/ Date dictated 

I 
T!us dxumcnr ;ontams neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and , 
I! .~n,l NC ioncents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

” .:Y*, 
4 .-, :,. 



-- :; 

-l- 

pEIDBpAt.@U#tEAUGFINVESTIGATIGN ': 

State Park, Pi 
e identities of . . . 

interviewin .: 
provided the following information: 

On the evening of July 17, 1996rn 
the shoreline of Smith Point Park Beach with her Husband, 
in front of camp site number 29. She was looking 
direction when she drew her husband's attention to what she saw 
as a bright orange streak in the sky moving very fast which 
changed quickly (approximately 2 seconds) into a ball on the 
horizon line. She heard no sound. Initially, she 
firework curving and arcing slightly west to east. 
small flash occurring to the right of 

'L-2 
dropped straight down to the horizon. 
was clear and the surf was rough that 

noted that the sky 
few minutes 

afterwards she saw a Park Ranger race toward the direction of the 
event. 

the orange 
Holding a ruler on the horizoiwestimated that 

flash was 
streak started a the 2 and half Inch mark, the small 

a 
inches tall. 

y 4 inches and the big flash measured 5 
rm length is 23 inches. .; 

usband- $&the ve&y " ' +&ages of a!& 1 
it was a mid-air collision. 

\_/ lnvestigationoo 7/14/97 

mo# 265A-NY-259028 

it Smith Point Park, New York 

DatctlklaM 7/20/97 
.s 

:;& ..a -- 
by SAs Pamela A. Culos and Theodore Otto 

/bat 
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Date of tnaraipioa 7/25/ 96 

Investigation, who was assisted by Detective BILL LEWIS and 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
being advised of the 

Special Agent JIM DiMARIA. After 
ide he 

nature of the interview, 
interviewing Agent and the 

information: 
provided the following 

was on his boat in Moriches Bay near the 
y a line of four buoys in the water. He was 

putting his anchor down when he hear& a "whoosh" sound. He - 
turned, looked up and saw a fireball high up in the sky. He said 
the sound was like the SC-lnd of a "mortar round" or a "heat 
seeking missile." 

ii 
He was asked how he knows what a heat seeking 

missile sounds like, and he said that he knows of the sound from 
television. 

There were two boats in the area of interviewee's boat. 
One was a 18' Proline with four males fi%hing, and the other was 
a boat "that had a front that looked like the back." 

z%w 

From his 
eard a boater in the 18' Proline call the crash 

oast Guard right after it happened. 

TOM LeBLANC, Surface to Aif: Missile Ann&& Analyst, 
ROBERT DOUGHERTY, Senio 
PAUL SHEA reinterviewed 

ence Officer and Special Agent 
on July 20, 1996. 

. 

+Ah&gation on 7/19/96 a~ East Moriches, New York - 
cx 265A-NY-259028 c ‘ 

Gbd 

c-(! p(o25 

1 
. pet. Bill Lewis, SCPD/ SA JAMBS 

SA WILLIAM INZERILLO, FBI/WI:mxb I 
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F'EDERALBUREAUOFINVESTIGA'rrON 

Date/Place of Birth (D/POB)- 

Surface to Air Missile Armaments Analyst Thomas F. LeBlanc; and 
Suffolk County Police Department (SCPD) Detective Jim Fanning. ,( 

-as cooperative, but was difficult to follow, 
:.j$jj 

as his speech was at times tangential. He provided the following 
":.' 

information: 
;;. ..,' 
-I.'*; 

On Wednesday, July 17, 1996Bwent fishing 
about 8:lO PM in the bay about one mile due south of the United 
States Coast Guard Station at East Moriches, NY. Sometime later 
(time unspecified), he saw a plane coming from west to east and 
then what looked like a 'lsmaller@l plane coming from the northeast 
on a dead course heading toward the nose of the lar er 
There was no smoke tail on the %maller plane." QE the j 
smaller plane for about 3 or 4 seconds before hearing a crackling I 
sound and saw what looked like aerial bomb fireworks. The larger 
plane blew up and became a big fireball which then broke into 

, & ;:j 
four pieces.-b heard a sound like paper crackling when 11 ; ?.." 
the "two planes" crunched up, then a noise like "poof," then a 
whooshing sound. The sun was to the west of the Coast Guard 
station. -did see a green light, but this might have 
been one of the lights from the big plane. 

Fhl 265A-NY-259028 

by SA PAUL SHEA:iaw 

Ibis documslr con&s neither recommendations nor coochiona of the FBI. It ia the pmpq 
it & ita contenta are wt to be diatributed outside your agency. 



5.1 



FEDERUBUBBMJOFINVESTIGATION 

Dateoftnlncrlption 

L 

He was aboard USAIR FLIGHT 217 en route from Charlotte, : 
North Carolina to Providence, Rhode Island, the evening of July 

.‘ ' 
17, 1996. Seated in the coach section on the right side of the . 
airplane, in window seat 6F, he spent the majority of the voyage 
looking out the window. 

off to the 
As he stared out the window he saw an aircraft moving 

east, and a short time later, at approximately 8:31- 
p*m*, he observed anotherairplane proceeding in an easterly 
direction to the right and below the aircraft he was aboard. He 

/ noticed-this large aircraft.-had what he took to be its landing 
lights on, and could observe cabin lights on the vessel. He 

-estimates that USAIR FLIGHT 217 was flying at approximately 
22,000 feet at this time, traveling in a northeasterly. direction, 
and the aircraft he was observing was approximately 10,000 feet 
below. 

He watched the aircraft for approximately thirty to 
forty seconds. It banked to the left, then proceeded straight in 
a path that would take it underneath the USAIR airplane. As he 
observed it, the aircraft exploded and a large round orange 
fireball appeared which seemed to emanate from the front area of 
the plane. 
aircraft: 

The firebali was approximately twice the size of the 
The plan.9 s&eia& to .stop"in mid air "like d bus . . 

running'into a stone.wall- i -no forward motion". : 
:- 
-: _- - 

: 
Approximately one second afterthe first:explosion ,it X.'-.. 

exploded again and an- orange and yellow fireball:.appeared, the. .- .: :_-_ 
size of which was.ab0u.t -fifty to seventy- five .percent larger than 
the first explosion-. This second explcrsioli occurred almost in '. .':I 
the same 16cation.k the f irSt explos'b3 A.;: iLame from this " :. 
second explosion, seemed to shoot towards the. front of the -. 
aircraft ahead of the path of the-vessel. 

~~lnvestig8lioa yn 7[30/9i 265A- 
II PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND ,.... NY _ .:' 

w;r 265A-NY-is9028 SUB 303 -. 1.. ; '.- ._ -:. . -:. - _. .' _ .- .: 
SA-WALLACE D. SALISBwY/dmi.-. 

. -. 
SA THOMAS J. CARSON-JRi. : -_ htidii& j,3Oj96 

' SE?- 5,!996_. : 
: 1. : ’ . . *‘; . . . 

_---- -- - 
lhir docunkl contains neither rccommmdrt~ohr nor COnCbiOns Of the FBI. It is the prop& Of Ihe *I l d is loaned to your agency:. 

7’.=$& __-c- .. _ 
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He was able to observe the aircraft for another second ,:'.: i 
after the second explosion and then it disappeared beneath the 

_ ~. 
starboard engine of the USAfR airplane. 

When the plane exploded he had glanced at his ratch and 
noticed it was 8:32 p.m. 

A white male, seated in seat X5F directly in front of 
him, turned to him and asked, "Did you see that?". He responded 
that he did and the white ma e commented that it would be in the 
paper in the morning. dreplied, "I'll bet it'll be on the 
news tonight". 

sitting in front of 
since he had 

prior to the 
white male as follows: white 

the white male, 
aged six or seven, sat near 

if these children were 
to be sitting near him. 

The white male called a stewardess over and 
overheard him say "A plane just blew up down there". 

He is unaware whether the stewardess passed on this 
information to anyone else. 

s retired from a career in the electrical 
by-.air on- occasion. When flying, he 

habitually.gets a.window seat-and spends the voyage staring-out. . the window. . . 

rovided a hand drawn diagram, inpencil; that 
to be the approximate location of ~._ 

USAIR Fric;H'1 21; relative to the explosion of TVA FLIGHT 800, a 
copy of which is attached to this document and-made a part 
hereto. 

'_ _. 

'id 

: 
* gpj[ : 

_' 
-' _. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE!STlGATION 

Date of transcription B/8/96 

FLIGHT 800 while aboard USAIR FLIGHT 217 bound for Providence, 
Rhode Island from Charlotte, 
July 17, 1996. 

North Carolina on the evening of 
provided the following information: 

At approximately 8:30 p.m., while seated in window seat 
6F aboard USAIR FLIGHT 217, he observed an aircraft heading 
southeast at about ten thousand feet below the USAIR vessel, 
which he estimates to have been flying at an altitude of 22,000 
feet. 

‘u He is unsure of the size and shape of the aircraft, but 
he did observe the airplane's lights. 

Approximately thirty to sixty seconds later, he 
observed what later turned out to be TWA FLIGHT 800 flying in an 
easterly direction. 

W lnvcstigation on 816196 al 
- ----.-____ 

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND -----.. -.--(( -_ 
Fil,sH 265A-NY-259028 SUB 302 ,- C^ _ * 

SA WALLACE D. SALISBURY/dmi 8/6/96 - 
b '99 

63 
by Dare dictated 

/9pT Tbisd ~~urnt,n~ contains ncirhcr re:ommcnJ~:i.~::s nt,r sonclusicms of the FBI. It is ths prqxrt~ of the FBI anJ is hansJ IO your agcnc!: 
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k--l FEDERALBUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/30/96 

Spring Lake, New 

he is the captain and owner of the 
left Point Pleasant, NJ on July 14, 

and his crew of six were w 

was around 8:30 p.m. 
on July 17, 1996. et%d it 

miles south - 
and they were positioned approximately eight 

southwest of where the explosion took place. 
vessel was facing northeast about 40 degrees and in a 

when he observed the explosion from the pilot 
the explosion as a roundish light orange 

the sky. 
inward on itself as it descended from 

The color became a deeper orange as it fell straight 
'id 

down in a skinny vertical pattern that seemed to flow into the 
water on the horizon. 
heard 
Channel- 

No additional burning or any sounds were 
stated he immediately monitored the radio on 

and heard two unknown voices talking of seeing a flare 
and then an explosion over Great Bay. . . 
but knows the Sandy Hook Coast Guard an 
the explosion area. 

- dkept his pos;tion 
many other ships went to 

this event, 
stated one of his mates also witnessed 

I)Cape May, NJ, 
Seaford, Virginia (VA), 
the explosion area and 

mnformation if not already interviewed. 

stated he has been fishing this area for the past 
There has been a lot of flare activity 

observed in this area. 
in the area or sighting 

eported no unusual ships or boats 

the explosion. 
sky out of the ordinary prior to 

In\ e,lrdatlon on 7/24/96 ai PT. PLEASANT, NJ 

‘- Flie = 265A-NY-259028 

by SA DANIEL J. MC KENNA/ewc ../. i~t.J 

0=7? 
Th:s document sontams neither rccommendarronr nor conclusions of the FBI It IS I 
:t a:.: :tc contents are nor to be dtrrrtbuted outsIde your agenq 
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iOOK (XlWl’ I;OARU C\ND MrlNY 0 Fkltif~ SHIPS WENf’ TCI THE. .EXPLOSION 
, 

~TAKI) ONF 0~ HIS rums ALSU WI-I NESSED THIS 
* \ 

_ V1:;N.f , 

AtiWWD 1IIA'i TIQ5 CAPE MAY, NJ, 

IWNEO BY- iND .. -, , SEA FOR? ,. YA, OWNED 

WT:Rt. IlO’ t-1 Cl :OSC ‘I 0 ‘I’HE t XPJ .Clii iOrJi AREA AND 
. . 

. . 
y-p” I ;‘ 

‘-M38ABLY CAN I*f33VIDE I N1-‘OC@l~T~Oii 11: iill’ ~1,~&#iDY I,NiERVIEWED. a If.. 
?. ., 

HE I IAS HI.b:N r z !jH1NG 1 f1lS AREA FOR THE PAST ._ . 
*. 

.LVE OI2 :i x x MUN-r.ts . l’tlE::ltE I-M; ‘WEN A LI)I’ OF FLARE ACTIVITY . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF WVESTIGAT~ON 

‘LJ 

Preaedeaoet ROUTINE Date: 04/28/1997 
Tot New York Atta: ASAC Charles Domroe 

SSA Neil E. Herman 
SSA Thomas F. Lang 

From New York 
I-46 
Coataot: SA Richard S. Karniewicz, X-8280 

Approved B$ r"k' erman Neil E 

Drafted Byt Karniewicz Richard S:pg 

Cam ID Is 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S); 
EXPIXlSXON OF TWA FLIGHT 800, 

' JULY 17, 1996; 
AGT-IT-EID 

Details: 
Karniewicz 

On 04/21/1997, Special Agents (SAs) Richard S. 
and M. L. Lieber of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI) and Alex L&mishko of the National 

The interviews re 
was docked at the Inlet 

conducted on-board the 

New Jersey (NJ). 

Prior to come cing with the interviews of Capt. 

zz providedboth 
an NTSB questionnaire prepared by Alex 

ind!viduals . The questionnaire contained 
questions raised by the NTSB, based on information provided by 
the individuals in their initial interviews. 

t . 
.b During the interview of Cap:. 

was asked to provide the beari s for the 
explolion of ! l%@A 800. Capt. @adv~s~~~'~~ 
position was 40'29.151 72'44. ., Additionally, th 

I 487 
dmw-as%mru-O-31 



To: New York From: New York 
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 04/28/1997 

trollers that were 

crash site. 

In addition, Capt. 
monitoring radio traffic at 
a transmission over the radio (which was set on 
reported a flare sighting and then an 
Ray, Long Island. Capt. - was 
for the transmission. 

unaware of who was responsible 

0 On this day, 
questionnaire but was 
will be interviewed in the immediate future. 

2 



. . : ‘:.,... :. j :. ,.,. :....-:-ii 
~:::,:..~‘~:, 

.: .,2’:. . . : _., :...:.:.;- . . . . . . . . . .: i. 
. . . (. . 
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Q:Dim  CC an y th o cr vcssds in the vicinity? Port or starboard? How f&r? Know of any other 
trawlas nearby? was the boat quipped with radar? If so, were any VesSels observed nearby? 

- 

1 



, 

L 

c 

Q: Did- sewc any a&raft flying directly overhead prior to the flare or explosion? How 
long prior to the flare? How Iong prior to the explosion? . 

G,(R d e-c id?% Lv&A 
. 

PC\c\r +iBat?J . 
+L\6 _ Fxq++~toh _ 

. 
. 

Q: III what dimction was the explosion seen, either compass direction, or r&the to the direction 

2 



. 

Q:Die’ h m er course and turn how towards the explosion? How many times? For how 

. . 
h 

(483 



serve any surf& flame? From which direction (compass or rdative to ship 

a I 

. 

‘L Q: Were any boat running lights observed in the distance off the bow? How far away? In what 

toring radio lrafk pt the time? What conversations were had or ovehard $h 

IV4 4 



. . . -. -...*...-. . 

. 

c 

a flare or make a distress call in-response to the explosion? 

. 
. 
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Fie ld  O ffice A cqu i r ing  E v idence  

Ser ia l  # o f O r ig inat ing D o c u m e n t 
D a te  Rece ived  

T o f3 e R e tu m e d  0  Y e s  d  
f% ce ip tGhren  cl Y e s  E d 0  
G r a n d  Jury  M a ter ia l  - D i im ina te  O n ly P u r s u a n t,to  R u l e  6  (e)  

R e fe rence : 

I4 7 4  



ikst was she going? Direction? What WCR her activities at the time?- 

. . 

Q: Did&z y th 
! 

an o cr vessels in the vicinity? Port or starboard? How kar? Know of any other 
trawlem nearby? Was the boat quipped with radar? Ifso, wart any vcss& observed nearby? 

$R”g 
c, 

-f 
a/, 9 rtmc@ b,w 

et- h v 

Q:hL ware of any other fishing vessels who were probably in the vicinity, even though not 
observed at the time? 

\ 
143 Ok Deck ‘t k5k;( 

AC J &ey w& 
0 L&VT WCS4 I c u ’ in MC 

I 

‘i-l 
1 
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Q: Di(3)bscsve any aircraft flying directly overhead prior to the flare or explosion? How 
long prior to the flare? How long prior to the explosion? 

. 

Q: In what direction was the explosion seen, either compass direction, or relative to the direction 

2 
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_. 

I  of the boat? 

L-l Z-Gs-t- 

Q: Die’ h m er course and turn bow towards the explosion? How many times? For how 
long? 

. 

3 



any surf& flames? From which direction (compass or dative to ship 

I 
. 

Q: Were any boat running lights obsewed in the distance o&the bow? How fkr away? In what 
direction moving? How long after the explosion? 
f n/o 

z 

L 

onitoring radio traffic at the time? What convexsations were had or overheard with 

4 
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4 . 

c 

. 

. . . . 
. 

. . 

respond@  to the explosion? 
. , Lkf- 

lk,/I#J : r U.--A k #iQ L/A 5 
J 

I 

0 

Q: Did c/A launch a flare or m ake a distress call in response to the explosion? 

5 
. 
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2 FBINY CASE3 

DE FBIBS #0015 2202146 

ZNR UUUUU 

0 0720262 AUG 96 

FM FBI BOSTON (265A-NY-259028 SUB B) (LRA) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

FBI NEW YORK/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3090// 

PASS: HQ SIOC; NY ATTN RAPID START, LEAD TW 3490. 

SUBJECT: UNSUB (S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800; 7/17/96 

bT-EID; 00: NY. 

RE NY TELETYPE TO THE DIRECTOR DATED 8/3/96 AND BS 

TELETYPE TO THE DIRECTOR DATED 8/5/91. 

ON 8/6/96, CAPTAIN[[I 

ADVISED HE HAD BEEN MISTAKEN ABOUT WHICH CREW MEMBER HAD 

BEEN ON DECK OF THE HEN CAPTIONED MATTER 

OCCURRED. THE - -(INCORRECTLY CREW MEMBER WAS NOT 

SPELLED IN REFERENCED BOSTON TELETYPE) BUT WAS- 

/ 3 : 

265/bNY -259028-SUB c$ -- fl 
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PAGE TWO DE FBIBS 0015 UNCLAS 

C LN,-wSPEAKS VERY LITTLE ENGLISH. 

ON THE SAME DATE ,-ADVISED HE WAS THE ONLY CREWMAN 

ON DECK BETWEEN 8:45 P.M. AND 9:00 P.M., ON 7/17/96 WHEN HE 

!IOTICED A LARGE FIREBALL IN THE SKY, A LONG WAY FROM THE BOAT 

(ROUGHLY 12 MILES). BECAME FRIGHTENED AND WENT BELOW 

DECK. APPROXIMATELY 5 M_INUTES LATER HE CAME BACK ON DECK AND 

THE FIREBALL WAS GONE. 

ONLY SAW ONE (1) FIREBALL. HE SAW NOTHING ELSE 

NEAR THAT FIREBALL. DID NOT WITNESS THE ACTUAL 

EXPLOSION. STATED HE DID NOT KNOW THE FIREBALL WAS A 

FLANE. HE THOUGHT IT WAS A COMET. 

THE U.S. COAST GUARD (U.S.C.G) HAD BOARDED THE 

EARLIER IN THE DAY. THE U.S.C.G LATER RETURNED AND 

TED ALL FISHING BOATS IN THE AREA TO MOVE AWAY FROM THE 

SITE. 

CAPTAIN ESTIMATED HE WAS APPROXIMATELY THIRTEEN 

(13) MILES FROM THE SITE OF THE CRASH, BASED ON A TWENTY (20) 

MILE BUFFER ZONE SET UP BY THE U.S.C.G. 

NO ONE ON THE SAW ANY DEBRIS. 

LEADS: 
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PAGE THREE DE FBIBS 0015 UNCLAS 

BOSTON DIVISION: 
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FD-SO2 (Rev. s-10-82) 

-I- 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tranrc+ption 8/8/96 

was contacted on board the 
aocated at dock in Fairhaven, 

who spoke little English, was 
'and English. He was advised of the 

official identity of the interviewing Agents and after being 
advised of the nature of the inquiry, advised as follows: 

#iispanic male, stated that his date of 
and that he is from Puerto Cortez, birth isc 

Honduras. 
Bedford, MA, with no residence t;?leDhone. Hey 
been working on board the e 
for approximately two and one 

m, New 

k he has 
W scalloper fishing vessel 

advised that it was his recollection that the 
MA on July 17, 1996 at 

that he was on the rear of 
1996, at which time he 

estimated to be approximately 8:45'p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on July 17 
1996, when he saw in the sky~a large fireball. He estimated th;t 
this ball of flame in-the sky was approximately 12 miles from 
where the - was located. 

ntinued that he saw this ball of flame in the 
seconds and then because he became frightened, 

he went down below the deck. He stated that he believed that the 
ball of flame in the sky was a comet. 
minutes, 

After approximately five 
he went back up‘on deck and did not observe anything 

else in the sky. He stated he also did not observe any debris on 
the surface of the ocean. He stated that he did not see any 
other lights other thad this ball of flame which was previously 
described. 

. to his knowledge, he was the only 
wstated th&@ that was on board t member of th rew of the 

vessel on July 17, 1996 that saw this flame in the sky. 
stated that he did not know that the flame was possibly 
aircraft and he repeated he 
that he estimated that the 

He stated 
approximately 

Investigation on -8/6/96 3t Fairhaven, Massachusetts 
a865 File# 265AsNY'259028 

SA THOMAS B. FINN, JR. 

-332 cc3 
by SA -JOHN S. SULLIViN/jeb. Date dictated 8/8/g 6 

This document contains neither recomtirndntions nor concllAuns cl the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
iv ?rj -pi - .,.?..,< -Lre’. I I. I ,- <‘.. L .a rI’!&., - ‘. .- ‘. .. 
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FD-3028 (Rev. 11-15-83) 

265A-NY-259028 
Continuation of FD-302 

, On 8/6/96 , Page 2 

30 m iles from  New York at the tim e he saw this bright flam e in 
the night sky. He stated that he was aware that personnel 
vessel were subsequently advised by the U.S. COAST GUARD to on his 
depart the area that they were in. 
with this request. 

He advised that they com plied 





\ i - 
265A-NY-259028 - "1' 1 

~.~~p~ 
. . 5 .._ 

fl; RH:cam ' .-% ‘t.. 

interviewed by Detective G 

Department. 
of the Suffolk County Poli 

The interview was conducted on July 23, 1996. 

Both subjects stated that on Wednesday evening, 
17, 1996, somet 

July 
room table when 

re sitting at the dining 
window in a 

&ted she looked out her 
n-z f ...;s 

sou e ocean when she observed :$ij 
an object, which she first 
from the water into the sky 

re, ascending upward 
tated that the object 
istance was d+eWned 

had seen Ruueid . .._ ."'.'%! 

i ,' first observed this obiectmshemtold - window. At this point; cI 
looking and turned awaya 

-stated that 

to the center of 

/fdunable to determine the distance to the 

.I- 
described the object that was 

pinkish red in color (smoke) leaving a wide trail 
stated this object was travelling at a high rate o 
subjwts agree that from the time this object was 
t@tie time of the explosion was approximately five seconds. 
Both subjects felt two large shock waves that shook the house. : :. .l$ $j 

,$j 

12 miles offshore. 

Interview was conducted by undersigned and Detective 
GENE GROSS, number 438 Command 3120. 

& 
- 3 





Date of transcription 07/.sJ,/96 

was interviewed'at the 
After beina advised of 

the identity of the interviewing agent and the natur; of the 
interview, -provided the following information: 

P.m. ,of!JulY*lT 1996, at approximately 8:30 p.m. to 8:45 
was in a boat moored on the bay side of Great Gun, 

Fire Island National Seashore, Long Island, New York, with her 
husband, her in-la She stated that she 
heard her husband, "Hey look at that flare" 
and she then noticed a flare-type object climb and then curve 
downward in the southern sky towards the Atlantic Ocean. 
Approximately ten seconds later, she saw a large red-yellowish 
fireball in the same part of the sky which began to fall towards 
the ocean. -further stated that the falling fire split 
into two pieces shortly before she lost sight of them behind the 
dunes. She then ran to the ocean side of Great Gun and saw black 
smoke coming from the ocean in the area where she had last seen 
the two flaming pieces. 

Investigation on 

Fil 

This document contains neidrer recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is due pm 
* Tyl#’ iv, ‘.qy:‘qr, ‘3-r 1 >, ‘I, h;. li<,..!.,;*..c! .‘!!!<,,f$ .A’:. ‘,yvq<\ 
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FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

-l- - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dare of transcription 07/25/96 

Senix A*nue, Center Moriches, New York. 
.t the SEhIX MARINA. 50 

the identit 
After being advised of 

interview, 
interviewing agent and the nature of the 

the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 p.m. to 8:45 
p.m., was in a boat moored on the bay side of Great Gun, 
Fire Is and National Seashore, Long Island, New York, with her 
husband, her 
heard her 
and she then 
downward in the southern sky towards the Atlantic Ocean. 
Approximately ten seconds later, 

‘L 
fireball in 

she saw a large red-yellowish 

the ocean. 
e part of the sky which began to fall towards 

into two pieces 
further stated that the falling fire split 

dunes. 
shortly before she lost sight of them behind the 

She then ran to the ocean side of Great Gun and saw black 
smoke coming from the ocean in the area where she had last seen 
the two flaming pieces. 





FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

-l- 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE!STIGATION 

Date of uanscripcion 07/25/96 

On July 19, 1996, Center 
Moriches, New York, telepho 
interviewed in the presence of Special Agent (SA) BARTHOLOMEW 
AVERSANO, Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF), and Detective 
MICK McDONOUGH, Suffolk County Police, at the SENIX MARINA, 50 
Senix Avenue, Center Moriches, New York. After being advised of 
the identities of the interviewing agents and the nature of the 
interview, PENNEY provided the following information: 

‘LJ 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 PM to 8:45 PM, 
was in a boat moored on the bay side of Great Gun, Fire 

Island National Seashore, Long Island, New York, with his wife, 
his parents, and a family friend. While looking to the south 
towards the Atlantic Ocean, he saw what looked like a flare 
fall' 

H 

downward. He said to the group, "Hey look at the flare." 
stated that where he saw the flare-type object, he then 

W wo big bright red balls of flame, 
later, falling towar 

approximately five seconds 

behind the dunes. 
NV 

water before he lost sight of them 
then ran to the ocean side of Great Gun 

and saw black smoke omlng from the ocean in the area where he 
-had last seen the falling balls of flame. 

265A-NY-259U28-SUB cc3 
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265A-NY-259028 
TMO/jxs TICLr 

The following investigation was conducted by Senior 
Investigator THOMAS M. OINEILL and Investigator KEVIN E. WALSH, 
of the New York State Police: 

Investigators at their residence at 
New York,4 
conducted in the presence of their mother, i-,, and 
after being apprised of the nature of the interview, the 
following information was provided: 

dock at the Forge River Mar&a 
stated that he was standing on the 

looking south towards the water, 
when he saw what he thought was a flare going up, with a 
reddish/orange line of fire trail. 
a column of reddish/orange fire, 

It exploded and came down as 
with a tiny bit of black. The 

flare and column of fire appeared to ,him, to be over land and to 
the east (left) of his location. 

'w and his brother 
stated he was looking the other way 

turned around, 
- pointed out the flare and by the time he 

smoke. 
the fire disappeared and he saw a big puff of 





m~iuMU OF INWSTIGATION 
- $24 

identity of the interviewing ag2 rwas .-.- first advaseayq 
:-and that the nature%;bie.'y 

interview was regarding the July 17, 1996 TWA flight 860 icsT@ 
crash. -provided the following information: 

** '<. - 
i. ,:,,,/z.';;'L ; 

-stated that on July 17, 1996, at approximately " 8:30 PM, he was working at Gabreski Airport, 
New York,-as a member of the Air National Westhampton Beai=b.-:.:.,+., 

Gua Fireman 106th Civil Engineering Squad - Fire 

'L 
-advised that at approximately 

1996, he was seated in a stationary crash true 
finger past the T-hanger facing south on the 
the airfield. s 

-vised that upon looking at the sky he 
observed what appeared to be a red flare similar to a'roman .-;.. 
candle about tree line bearing in a southeasterly direction. 

-Gil 
flare hada consistent brightness and left no trail of 8 
stated that the flare appeared for a period of at least lS,to'$O.$ 
seconds, possibly as long as 30 seconds, and at a latter.@ft$$cu.' 
appeared almost stationary in movement. Upon seeing the'fx&&$ 

LO continue watching it. ;. + : . : . . ,.< <*- .&j-ii~,& 
.- L i Ye:& 

-tated that he then observed the flare : 
, - . :v , ."r.,+.+.. r' 
' 

ball oE fire which separated into two equally sized balle ~ 's.--:.7i 
dropping from the sky with no audible sound. The two dietinctiv$'(' 
balls were in his vision from five to ten seconds. 

F,le# 265A-NY-25 

This document conrains neither recommcndatium nor conch of Ihe FBI. 
Ib L 

:- .-, !__ ___.____ ;-. . . . . .’ - . . 
It is the propcny of the FBI & b w b -, 
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FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

‘i -l- 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Due of truraiption 7/23/96 

was advised 
of the identit 
interview. 

of the interviewing agentamhe nature of the 
Y then provided the following information: 

, -and 
a h fire drill off t e south 

At approximately 8:30 PM 
d was turninq off the south 

taxiway onto the first finger east of the lrTn hanger. As he was 
L; 

halfway through his turn he noticed a red flare or roman candle 
ascending above the tree line. -parked the truck 
approximately 30 yards from the edge of the taxiway and 
dismounted from the truck. He was facing in a southerly 
direction and reacquired the flare/reman candle at approximately 
a two o'clock position. He was surpris'ed that the flare/reman 
candle was still in the air. He advised that the flare/reman 
candle was traveling roughly from his right to his left, 
northwest to southeast, in a straight line. He is certain the 
flare/reman candle was gaining altitude. 

After he reacquired the flare/reman candle he followed 
it with his eyes, lost it for a split second and then observed a 
large fireball erupt in the sky at approximately a twelve o'clock 
position. Within seconds the fireball split into two roughly, 
equal size fireballs, which fell in a downward angle from his 
right to his left, west to east. The eastern most fireball fell 
a little faster then the western fireball. He lost the two 
fireballs as they fell below the tree line at approximate1 
eleven o'clock position. At the point of the explosion Y . 
observed dense black smoke which followed the two fireballs down 
below the tree line. 

to his 
advised that it was hot and humid, the sun was 

right and visibility was good. 

J, 1. 
by SA JOSEPH 0. FOELSCH JR./MAW fl* 

Tblr document contriaa neither recomm~drtbar nor awhuio~r of tbc PBX. It is the orooertv of tbc PBl nmd 1s t~gd *- - a--* 
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- 1 - 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date af trmscription 7/22/96 

i New York, 
the East Moriches COZ?L- 
a New York City Fireman 
volunteer Fireman for Ear-- ..-_--__--_ --- 
Guard Station at the time of the interview. 

advised that on the night if July 17, 1996, he 
launched his boat from the Maple Avenue boat 

circa 8:20PM. 
boat out for a test run. 

He was just taking the 

Bay, not far from the Coas 
Around 8:30PM, they were in Moriches 

direction of Fire Island. 
sky. He looked up and 
the bright light down to the ground or water. PRIVITAR stopped 
his boat to watch, and a few seconds later, the bright light 

re intense and broke into two fire balls as it fell. 
rew his son's attention to this sight. He told his son 

if a propane tank had blown up. 

expectingwething burnin 
nd his son headed toward Fire Island, 

location of the column of smoke ,""";~$t$~:h~~ the 
problem originated on Fire Islan . 
turned his boat around and went over to another, larger'boat. He 
inquired there as to whether or not there had been any radio 
broadcasts explaining what he had seen. Someone in the other 
boat advised,that a news report 
plane going down. 

haa just been issued about a 

-described the light that he first saw as being 
white-orange in color. It 'ther: grew mere intense in brightness 
and broke up into two, red bails of fire. 

that the column of smoke resembled a 

.;ee a.9.v': n,. 
being s,ot 'LC Into the sky. He dj,id not 

>o-, -r-l3 frZ?? 7-e _ yL-c.ir.3 ~~~Wii~~ci, b1: wher. he saw Y.ha 
L 1 g i-i t and tne explosion, r,e t^,T.Cl.ld& ZhP smoke cam2 fro: 
something being shot uptiard..He said the smoke on both sides of 



FDi302a (Rev. 1 l-15-83) 

265A-NY-2590;U 
Cmmuation of FD-302 of - .On 7/22/96 .Page _2_ 

the column was dark-grey, almost blackish in color and seemed to 
spiral or twist upward on both sides. In the middle of the column was a lighter-colored, grayish smoke. 
experience as a Fire Fighter, Because of his 

he thought this might have been 
caused by a propane tank exploding. 

id not hear any sounds associated with his 
sighting. 
noises. 

that his boat's motor drowned out other 

After- 
people on the ot e 

earned about the plane explosion from 
he took his boat to Abbott Marina in East Moriches where he mAored it for the night. 

agreeablemad nothing further to report. He is 
o furt er contact if such is necessary. 

. . . 





OF 

---- 
-- westhampton-Volunteer Ambulance Corns 

the identities of the interviewing igenE_ - 
interview, which was to ascertain her knowledge and &&i& 
during the evening&ours of..July 17, 1996. 
provided the following information: 

Thereafter,1 ,_ 
, ' 

parked 
*At approximately 8:20 pm on July 17, 1996,. 

in her Ford Aerostar automobile on Mile Hill I 
shore of the Northwest Bay, East Hampton, New York. 
looking out 
direction. 

Bay in a general south, southwestCbrZm?$@' 

following 0 
had a vague recollection regardin! 
ns which occurred approximately 30 - 4 

-observed a fine, pencil thin white light. 

white line. 

the east side. 

the tail began to dissipate. 

his document conuins neither recommcmlations nor conclusioy Of the FBI. It is Ihe property Of the FBI and is haed IO pur 
. . 
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upward before flowing straight down toward the horizon. 
cascade of red/orange light was interrupted, seeming to di.s@i&te'. 
at five (5) degrees above the horizon than quickly resu&y,d 
red/orange falling out of view on the horizon. 
this cascade was northwesterly. 

The dk,, .^I .;..i;;,m ;ag .t<‘ ? yq,'.*, 
The cascade of red/orange light was of consi&&& 

size and icridth, described as a puffy, thick, fireball. A ri 
red/orange cascade of light emanating from that same 20 de&,, 
point arched in a similar manner to the north, northeast, fall! 
toward the horizorP-Atter a slight upward movement similar L1-- 
larger, thicker cascade of light. The smaller cascade of ’ :.* 
red/orange light was approximately one-sixth (l/6) the thickne&%. 
of the la'r'g'er cascade of red/orange light. 
arches was the initial white, bright light. 

The pinnacle of'b 
.:. .2=:~$$p. 

B* 
"?+?+z+.. 

Id not hear any noise associated with thei':3~$6$ 
events surrounding the observation of these lights. The initi@,&$$ 
fine white/greyish line was less than five (5) degrees off the .;;-.:& 
horizon overlooking Barcelona Neck. The line travelled 44 

;, *j. -Et I 
approximated three (3) seconds. The total time of these light """%j 
observations from the initial sighting of the fine white/greyi'~h,.~$~~ 
line to the cascade of red/orange cascade vanishing into the 
horizon was approximately two (2) seconds. The initial fine _I. .1 -~;J:.>+& 
white lim.curved slightly, leveling off with the horizon be&$~ 
transformins into the bricrht. Burst of white lioht- e _ 1-z: :t;s? 
direction 03 the i 
northwest . 

nitial Zink wh 
a-- 

ite line was from the west , 

'E raw no specific objects associated with &&$& 
observations of the lights. The lights were more than 39':'r 
away. -The entire series of events and 
approximately twenty (20) degrees vertical of 
vision. . ::: $qj 

was advised to attempt to retain these ~.'~;'$?~'~ i&i 
r mind and possibly sketch her obeervatioti.& 

case it becomes necessary to spetiificalIy recall theei'zleta 
-- 
ii 

and obser vations i .n the futur d that ahe 'I 
I) if she 3 recontact the Federal Bureau of 

recalls any additional observations regarding the events '.>,t~cty,i 
surrounding :he aforementioned observation. 

&:s .,,'+j i ;;&& 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of truwcription 
06/30/97 

Northwest Bay, East 
Agents* M. L. LIEBER and RICHARD S. EARNIEWICZ of the FEDERAL 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI). After being advised of the nature 
of the interview and the identity of the interviewing agents, 

voluntarily provided the following information: 

On the evening of July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:20 
drove her Ford Aerostar automobile on Mile Hill Road 

street at the shore of the Northwest Bay, East 
Hampton, Long Island, New York. 
parked her car with her 
and listen to the waves. 
totally clear, still, calm waves, and virtually no sounds. 

northwest-toward Barcelona Neck At approximately 8:30 
nd her children were sitting in the car facing 

saw what appeared to be a v&y thin white light in 
extended upward just slighuy bigger than a star. 

described the white light as a match stick: the top of 
turned into a bright red and orange color, and 

appeared to pummel in a circular, spiral motion. 0 
described this pummeling motion as that of a water fountain. 
While spiraling in a downward direction, two lines appeared that 
were red and orange. 
direction, 

One line moved in an easterly downward 
while the other line moved in an arc shape downward 

toward the horizon. 

July 17, 
-tated that what she observed on the evening of 
1996, appeared in the sky just twenty degrees above the 

tree line facing toward Barcelona Neck, approximately twenty to 
thirty miles away from where she was located. The entire event 
took approximately two to four seconds. -stated that what 
she observed was already in the sky and appeared to be something 
traveling in a downward direction: she did not see anything 
traveling in an upward direction. -never heard any sounds 
associated with what she observed. 

~Investigrtion on 06/26/97 at East Hampton, Long Island, New York 
File # 265A-NY-259028-i c -) ,+ g$ 

SA M. L. LIEBER 
by SA RICHARD S. EARNIEWICZ 

/3JO 
Datedictated 06/30/97 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
it end its contents arc not to be distributed outside your agency. 

It is the property of the FBI and Ir lorned lo your ?re+y; 
: . 
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While- 
her initial cone usion 

was sitting in the car with her children, 
<as that what she observed was a fireworks 

display in the sky. In fact 
?=!P children to look toward Barcelona 

recalls telling her 
in the sky. 

eck at the fireworks display 
tated that she did not know that what she 

observed was ne that exploded in the sky until she 
arrived home and heard 

sky. 

about the-disaster on the-evening news. 
reiterated that she did not observe an airplane in the 

therefore decided to contact the FBI about what she 
had observed. _ stated that she was initially interviewed 
by the FBI just a few days following the crash of TWA flight 800. 

QUIGLEY provided the following background information: 

‘L-J NAME: 
I 

DOB: 1 SS#: 1 
ADDRESS: , EEast Hampton, Long 

Island. New York 
TELEPHONE: 

SEX: female 
PACE: 
OCCUPATION: 

Caucasian 
Lawyer 



61 



.p 
l i 

i 

BRIAN RINKER, DOB: 5/10/57; SSN: 049-54-0010, 
interviewed by the undersigned at 1230 PM on 
interview was conducted at RINKI 

07/25/96.,.' 

LIMOUSINE SERVICE (BBS), located at i8-20 
Astoria (Queens), 

Steinbaywa. 
New York, 11105; 800-843-5752; 718;$@ 

.RINKER currently resides at 30-26 21st Street, Astoria-i( 
New York, 11105; Res. Tel. No. 718-204-8583; pager no. 84 
0256; PIN no. 76084. Having advised RINKER that this 
was a "follow-up" t 

imtVT 
8 earlier telephone call to SpschXj 

(SA) Glenn Mia of t York office of the Federal Bur& of. .zi! 
Investigation 6:25PM on 07/23/96 (TNA flight 800 hotline r&;--888-“ ?" 
245-4636; m.2201), RINKER furnished the following 

RINK= has -en employed by Bm (Is a &a&<; 'ofti& Z"..T;: :-"$g 
approximately February of 1993. RINKER currently reaidrrr'iak -6"6~'.$,& 
26 21st Street, Astoria (Queens), 
718-204-8583; pager no. 

New York, 11105; Resi Teli'~~#h;.‘x?~~$ 
800-225-0256; PIN no. 76084. <,-, ,.:; -.,& +L:,j,i+-.‘:" :.. ,- -_ 

On July 17, 
. $qf 

1996, RINKER was dispatched by BLS to 30 _ , .,I~+$ 
-Rockefeller Plaza, New York, New York where he was to meet a 
client, JAMES PARAToRE and thereafter chauffer same to 

. .;;;:- $ 
Bridgehampton, New York for a business meeting. At the 
conclusion of PARATORE'S meeting, RINKER was to chautter PARA%XZ,:;,,$; 
to John F.-Kennedy (JFK) International Airport from where . '~,,,~~.~.:..;,:;::fl--r: 
PARAToRE would fly back to his home in California. _ ., : . ~ ',;,,L~~: -:r::%&# * . . .3 &<',j': ,.y& &$;.ji .;*. . .: J . -',;.A& ,..- ,Q 

It was RI-#* mdermtanding that Pkmm k I-' 'is '.. "..'"';:.T:i 
conducting business in Bridgehampton with television pro&a@j&$‘~~?&$f$$ 
ROBERT XERTON. RINKER furnished the following ohrono]logY in '-' :: .-':?f 
connection with his services to PARAToRE on July 17, 1996: 'i':' .-';‘ 

2:lSPM: RINKER reports (curbside) to 30 Rocketollw 
Plaza, New York, N.Y. (It is company policy for a chautter to .".:y 
arrive fifteen minutes in advance of a client's regue&ed rcpOrt 
time and so RINRER arrives promptly at 2:15PM). ,' 'i :';$a y : 

2:3OPM: PARATORE meets &NICER ahd thereafter 4' 

?+jq 
.T, 1;;1 .: I:$ 

depart for PARRATORE's local residence; 
$3 

Street, New York, N.Y. 
to wit, 200 Ba8t .69.k@' ,L;$$j 

(PARRAlWRE leaves the limou8in8 fok ~.‘~~~-+.;$ 

lnvestiguiaa on 

me, 265A-NY-259208\TW220~ 
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co Iltim J u i o n  o fP m o 2  o f B R IA N  R Z N K E R  

app rox ima te ly  fifte e n  m inu tes  to  
a n d  th e  tw o  d e p a r t th e n  fo r  B ri 

4 :3 0 P M : R IN K E R  curbs  h is  lim o u s i n e  in  f ron 
K I T C H E N  ," a  c o n fec tione ry  re ta i ler  in  B r i d g e h a m p to n ; 
P A R A T O R E  m e e ts R O B E R T  M E R T O N  a n d  th e  tw o  walked  to  a . 
res ta u r a n t fo r  d inne r . . . 

8 :O O P M : P A R A T O R E  g r e e ts M E R T O N  fa rewe l l . 
R IN K E R  a n d  P A R A T O R E  th e n - d e p a r t fo r  J o h n  F . 
a i rpor t. ** 

A t app rox ima te ly  8 :4 O p m , R IN K E R  a n d  h is  pass  
e n r o u te  to % o h n  F. K e n n e d y  a i rpor t. They  are  travel l i  
no r th e r n  m o s t o f th e  tw o  w e s t b o u n d  l anes  o f rou te  27- r . 
th e  vicinity o f ex i ts 6 3  a n d  6 4  (These  a re  tw o  closely., 
exists; s e e  m a p  in  a tta c h e d  lA ), R IN K E R  w itnesses  over :‘. 
d i rec tly s o u th  o f th e  h i g h w a y , i.e  h is  9  08c lock , w h a t'- 
su rmised  w a s  a  "fla re " . -R I N K E R  observed  th e  W fla rew .-fo r  
app rox ima te ly  5  seconds , w h e r e a fte r  h is  a tte n tio n  was  

-to  th e  h i g h w a y  w h e r e  a  veh ic le  e n te r ing  o n to  rou te  2 7 . 
R IR K E R  th inks  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  th e  ex i t 6 3  on- ramp) . R I 
m o v e d  to  th e  pass ing  l a n e  a l low ing  th is  veh ic le  

- -He  th e n  re tu r n e d  his a tte n tio n  to  th e  

b e n e a th  th e  hor i zon  (se 
R IN K E R  d e n o tes  w ith  a n  a  

R IN K E R  obse rved  th e  desce  
n o tes  th e  app rox ima te  p o s  
fire "  w ith  a  l a rger  as terisk). 

n o th i n g  in  c o n n e c tio n  W i 
n o te d  th a t th e  car  w ind  
a t a  m o d e r a te  v o l u m e . 
R IN K E R  fu r the r  desc r ibed  th e  "fla re "  as  a  Wpenc i l - th  

L - Y  % e d i u m  gray  s m o k e  * l ed  by  a  smal l  b u t b r igh t " 0 1 : 
R IN K E R  ind ica te d  th e  "fla re "  was  ascend ing  a t th e  
obse rved  it. R IN X E R  ind ica te d  th a t a t th e  tim e  h e  
"fla re "  it w a s  n o t qu i te  n i g h t fall. R IN K @  d id  n o  
in  th e  vicinity o f th e  "f lare,% or  cou l  
g r e e n  a n d  w h ite  pos i tio n  l igh ts o f a n  a i rcraft. 

/Z9J 
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CohnMioo ol FS;wT 01 BRIAN RIWKRR 

--. . _ 
With respect to RINRBRS's second sighting:.R 

indicated that he did not hear anything in conrkctio!i 1 
observation of the descending Vertical column of 
indicated that the column of fire was uniform 
specifically, it was bright orange. At the 
second sighting, he directed his passenger's 

.-fire and so PARATORE too witnessed the event. 

RINRER indicated that he could not recall any' 
activity during the 
did not observed 

of his day in Bridgehampton:.: 
erratic operation of motor vehicles i;fi 

in Bridgehampton or along route 27. He did not 0-e-d a& +&+?j&&~.y 
vehicles puJled up along the shoulder of route 27, nor,- 
recall observing any vehicle towing watercraft. ; ?rr;& P 

For information: 

JAMES CONRADPARATDRB 
President, TELRPICTURES PRODUCTIONS 
WARNER BROTHERS, INC. 
3500 West Olive Avenue 
Suite 1000 
Burbank, California 91505 

--Tale. No. 818-972-0888 

. . . . 
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statement he previously provided. He was advised of the identity 
of the interviewing agent and the provided the following 
information: . 

was previously interviewed by Special Agents of 
the FBI regarding observations he made the night of 7/17/96 of a 
flare like object and an explosion. He originally told the 
agents that he was travelling westbound in his limousine in the 
vicinity of East Moriches and West Hampton. He was at a location 
on Highway 27 where two exits are close together. He showed this 
location to the original interviewing agents on a map of the 
area. 

revisited that location after the interview 
ij while working and realized that he had provided the wrong 

location. His observations from the originally reported location 
would have been obscured by trees. He sade the srrof trying to 
point out the location on a map to the interviewing agents. The 
actual location where he sade his sightings is approxiuatsly one 
mile west of the originally reported location, still on Highway 
27. 
flare 

There is a break in the trees through which he sighted the 
like object. 

per hour. 
He was travelling WeSt bound at approximately 62 riles 

He sets his cruise control device in his vshicle to 62 
when travelling, and that is how he can recall his spssd. Ws 
observed the object out the left side of his vehicle. iIs 
remembsrs changing lanes or passing anothsr csr, which l&s oauld 
not further identify, immdiatsly aftsr ho sightsd tbs &jest. 

The remainder of ths information hs provi4 to tbs 
original interviewing agents rsmains the sase. 8s 
further to add. 

- 

. rnv+ama 8/l/96 

,pibn 265A-N?f-259028 (TW2201: 

b;r SA KEVIN 8. CRUISE:kc 
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FRDERALBUREAUOFINVRSTIGATION 

Date d truariptim 7/25/96 

teleeonically contacted at his 
telephone numbe 

After being advised 6f the official fdentit o the 
contacting Agent and the nature of the 
the following information: 

interview ,'L,,, 

On July 17, 1996, at between 8:30 PM and 8:40 PX 
was out in his boat, fishing with his wife when he'saw 

what he thought to be a flare fly into the air to'his southeast 
side over the ocean. When the "flare" reached its highest point 
a bright orange fireball erupted. 
fluttering back an forth, 

That fireball then fell, 

observations, 
into the ocean. When he made these 

was located approximately three (3) miles 
east of the Fire Island Inlet on the bay side of Fire Island in 
the vicinity of Ocean Beach. 
dock in Bayshore, New York. 

He launched his boat from a private 

‘L-l 

/f76 

it rose 
He described the nf1are8* as glowing red and stated that 

"straight up (@ from the ocean and was in flight for 
approximately ten (10) seconds. It took the fireball 
approximately 30 seconds to fall into the ocean. - saw no 
smoke trail from the "flare" and saw nothing fall away from it as 
it rose. He did not see an airplane, nor did he hear any sound 
associated with the eruption of the fireball. He describsd 

" of the location where the firsball 
occurred. tated that his wife had her back to the 
fireball and consequently did not see it occur. 

InvrtQrtbr on 7/22/96 

'pfie r 265A-NY-259028 

rt New York, New York 

by SA STEPHEN RICHHOND, aR./maj 

This document ooatnina rdtla r.mmmrAdona nor omdwionr d tIr FBI. It L the pope&k t,, P 
it and its canteats WC mot to be dfrttlbutd outaide your r#mcy. 
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FEDFRAL BUREAU OF ISVESTIGATIOS 

Dare 11t’ rnnwrlpnon 06/27/97 

the nature of the interview. - He then provided the following 
information: 

On July 17, 1996, 
their personal boat in the ba 
passengers were aboard. 

was fishing with his wife 
fire Island. No other 

on 

At approximately 7:45 P.M. was facing East when 
an amber light to his right, L er Fire Island, 
=ttention. 

caught his 
The light was approximately 15 to 20 degrees above 

the horizon when he acquired it. He thought it was a flare and 
told his wife that someone had fired a flare. He saw the amber 
light ascend into the sky and disappear into high clouds. This 
took approximately 10 seconds. A couple of seconds after the 
light disappeared into the cloud2 and in tl-.e same area, a second 
light, the color of a sunset, appeared and fell to the ocean. 
This light seemed to rock as it fell. 

In twenty years of boating 
flares fired and this amber light wa 
thicker than any flare he has seen. 

has seen half a dozen 
erent color and 

far vision is 20/20 and he did not see the 
thing or any other planes in the sky. 

stated that he was upwind of the light and did 
associat d with it. 

stated that he did not have any alcohol that 

I 

I 
F-3, 

.L - 

__  b’C’\, ““!< 
.----L-L- 

Investigation on 06/26/97 at New York, NY 
1 IC i. _.----- -.. 

'tL./ 
File1265A-NY-259028 Date dictated N/A 

SA SALVATORE A. EMILIO, AT 
by SA ROBERT V. DESANTIS, FBI ...,; 

Q47V 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of he FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 
it and its contents are mt to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERALBUREAUOFINVESTIGA'I'ION 

Date of tmhption ?/25/96 

On July 24, 
of Investigation, 

1996, SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH, Federal Bureau 
while doing random interviews between the hours 

was asked if he visits this park 

crashed, 
1996, when TWA flight # 800 

and whether he had noted anything unusual at the park, 
on the land, sea, or in the sky, either on the 
crash, or at any time leading up to that date. 
advised as follows: 

On July 17, 1996, 
Park, from 7:30 to 8:45 PM. 

was at Smith Point 

fireball travelling on a flat 
ng only a red 

line, from west to east. He could 
not discern this object as an airplane, but observed that within 
three to four seconds, it went down, 
pieces. 

separating into two (2) 
He did see it hit the water,and saw flames going 

straight up. Following this, he saw white/grey smoke. 

U Investigation on 7/24/96 at Smith Point Park, N.Y. 

File# 265 A NY 259028 

by SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH Date dictated 7125196 
0704 
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;& 

Dmoftnnwgciw 7/29/96 

c"""" 22, 1996. at 
Date of-Birth' 

Speonk, New York, was intervie- 
-7, 1996, she, her brotherC 

-were riding horses in a field I 
Highway (Route 27) and west at Speonk River Head Road, Town of 
Speonk. -stated that she observed in a southerly 
direction, a small red ball of light. 

. 

htvcstigatiotl on 7/22/96 

'uFder 265A NY 259028 - - 

II Speonk, New York 

Investigator DARNLEY 0. SCOON 3" 
by SA JOSEPH P. FANNING:cam VQIf DaIcdbted 7124196 

06 42- 11‘ ' 
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FEDERALBUREAUOFlMW3TICATION 

Dste of lmucliplion 0; -7/19/1996 

b was interviewed in the presence .&I-.- L-2-~ .-. _ -.- 
riewing Special Agent 

provided the followin< J information: 

brother 
nd his wife had taken-and his 

a-7, 1996. At approximately 8:45pm, 
'crabbing" on the Forge River drring the 

ad lust climbed onto the dock and he saw what he 
described as "the biggest Roman Candle" he had ever seen. 
flare, trailing fire, 

The 
"bursted out really big and then fell." 

-stated that after the flare there was a black trail 
smoke. mdded that the flare came from the southeast 

of 

'L 
direction from where he was standing and appeared to originate 
from land. It also seemed to be really clcse. 

-could not recall anything else unusual happening 
that evening. 

agreeable 
-was cooperative and both he and his father are 

to further contact with the FBI regarding this matter. 

. 

lnvesligrlion on 07/19/1996 at Mastic, New York 
\ / u Filet 265A-NY-259028 

by SA TERESA &LANGE 



265A-NY-259028 
TMO/jxs T-“‘& 

The following investigation was conducted by Senior 
Investigator THOMAS M. O'NEILL and Investigator KEVIN E. WALSH, 
of the New York State Police: 

-- dock at the Forge River Ma&a stated that he was standing on the 
looking south towards the water, when he saw what he thought was a flare going up, 

reddish/orange line of fire trail. with a 
It exploded and came down a column of reddish/orange fire, with a tiny bit of black as 

The flare and column of fire appeared to him, to be over land'and to 
the east (left) of his location. 

stated he was lookinq the other way 

smoke. 
disappeared 

the flare and by 
and he saw a big 

the time he- 
puff of 

.a338 .-- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

. d Florida, 
interviewed at her parents' home 
York. 

\-% !!!f$~~~ New 
She was advised of the identity of the interviewing &gents 

and the nature of the interview. 
information: 

She then provided the following 

*:25pm,awas 

, New York 
was facing the water in the direction of 
she saw a white light, along the horizon out the window to the 
left. The light was described as a very bright shooting star, or 
a bright white light, and moved from  the left to right, in an 

'b 
arc, for approximately five to ten seconds. 
the highest point of the arc, 

On the way down from  
it disappeared for a second, and 

then reappeared as an orange flicker. It stayed there for a 
moment and then grew into an orange ball. The ball dropped to 
the horizon in approximately ten to twenty seconds - enough time 
for- her fiance, and parents to go out on the deck. 

mately one or two seconds after the ball hit the water 
heard a boom. 

second boom, and, 
After a couple more seconds,meaLd a 

after a shorter period of time, a third boom. 
The first.boom  was the most intense. 

The distance from -to the orange ball, 
distance from -to the white light, 

and the 
appeared to be the same. 

The white light appeared to have a door width length tail. 
door used as a reference was approximately 10 feet away and 

(The 

approximately 3 feet wide). 

July 20, 19963, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of uanscnpt~~n 8/25/97 

On August 18,1997, the writer conducted the following i 
Westhampton, New York, regarding the observations made 

that address (house) on July 17,1996: 

was sitting in a chair, in the dining room, facing the ocean, and had a 

approximate position of 
and beach at the rear of the house. Sitting in the 

observations: 
using a standard ruler the writer made the following 

The bottom of the awning (at an approximate eleven o’clock position to the 
beach) to the horizon measured 1.25 inches at an arm’s length. This was the approximate 
position from which 

h 
ad first recalled observing a “bright white light” traveling from 

“left to right”. The over ang (of the porch) to the horizon measured approximately 3.5 inches. 

, 
, 

estigation on 8/18/1997 at Westhampton Beach, NY 

Fiie#265A-NY-259028 Data dictated N/A 

by SA Steven A. Bonqardt (sab) 
t-w 
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Date of transcription 7/29/96 

information: 

-and-were in a car on their way 
to CARLER's (Phonetic) POND to fish the night of the plane crash. 

riving the car. 

which he believes 
saw a bright 

At approximately 8:30 pm, or 
glow coming down in the sky 

to be the plane that crashed. 
descended, the object burst into a 
said-saw the object also. 

'U 
very good view and he did not see any flare like object going up 
into the sky prior to seeing the glowing object descending. 

lives a couple of housesdown the street 

> Long Island, New'York. 
He believes the address 1s possiblyll) 

<i.l Investigation on 7/22/96 at Mastic, New York 
-l 

(telepho$j~U.yJ~~~XED~ 
File# 265A-NY-259028 

ji$A?!-r - '. 

by SA SCOTT W. KO RMA# @ :cam Date dictated 
OYP7 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
It and its contents are not to be distributed outride your agency. 

It is he property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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Dete of trenraiptiom 0/9/96 

On July 24, 1996, Special Agent (SA) JAMES DiMARIA of 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and SA BECKY CUM, 

i-rat 
That on July ilcd, 1996, at approximately 8:30 pm while 

driving his vehicle facing northbound on Waverly Avenue, 
Patchogue, NY he observed a large jet banking in a southeast 
direction heading towards Noriches Inlet. While looking at the 
jet he observed what appeared to be black smoke plumes coming out 
from  the engine, below the jet. 
time). 

(The sun was setting at this 
Approximately five to ten seconds later he observed what 

appeared to be silvery objects falling from  the engine 
'b 

compartment. He was able to see the objects as a result of the 
sun reflecting off the shinny objects. 

stated that the particles looked like 
that the parts fell several m iles inland 

in an industrial/wooded area located north of Woodside Avenue, 
Patchogue and south of the Long Island Expressway. (see diagram) 

We then departed 
the industrial/wooded area. 

residence and looked at 

NOV 121996 K 

\jInratwon on 7/24/96 

‘i31-NEti Y O M  
I 

at Patchogue, New York 
F~JOI 265A-NY-259028 

SAs BECKY . 
by JAMES Di Date dictrted 7/26/96 :.i h . .:,A 

*bm 
rP <‘-‘ 
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Date of tauaiptioo 

and a group of friends were at a water hole off 
Old Country Road, in the vicinity of the Suffolk County Police 
Department firearms range, 
crash. 

on the evening of the TWA Flight 800 
The group wm>dthered on the west bank clearing of the 

water hole. 



, 

FD-302 (Rev. w-6-95) 

-l- 

FeMDiAtBUREAUOFlNVESTIGATIoN 

identity 0 
interview, 

terviewing agents and the nature of the. 
provided the following information: 

On the day of the Trans World Airlines Flight 800 
crash,wwent swimming after work at a water hole on private 
property in Speonk, New York. The private property, bounded by 
Old Country Road in the north, North Phillips Avenue in the west, 
and the Long Island Railroad tracks in the southeast, was 
accessed through a gated entrance on the south side of Old 
Country Road, four-tenths of a mile cant nf Nnrth Dhillino 

'L--l 
(also known as/ 

grandfather (na 
friends were gathered at~a small sand;-&&h-o; n the west side of 
the water hole. 

had been at the witer hole for at least an 
hour and was s with some of his friends in the water at 
knee depth, a couple of feet out from the water's edge. He was 
facing east, 

right with the intention of walking up on the beach. As 

m 

his back to the western shore, when he began to turn 

urned his head, an object that he thought looked like a 
are caught his attention in the southern sky or in the same 

direction as the ocean. At first 
shot a flare towards him from be t d:Egk::x: :E 
southern end of the water hole. 
was much farther away. 

then realized the object 

The flare-like object was a round reddish ball, 
lighter red towards the center, with a small tail similar in 
shape to that of a comet. 
it moved. 

The object became a little brighter as 
The object was smaller than the relative size of a 

marble but larger than a BB. There was a white, see-through 
trail of smoke following the object and fading at the tail end. 

When- first saw the object it was above the 

L-.l lnvestigrfionon 6/25/97 u Flanders, New York (c .:i 

mot 265A-NY-259028 @3-r, L/9 n..ti X..hd @-I /? /or, -VI 

' 
r , 

SA JENNIFER A. LEONARD/ 
by SA BRADLEY S. MORRISON 
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trees, approximately a quarter of the height from the tree tops 
to the highest point the object would reach. It was moving at a 
constant speed towards him and from his lower right to up#r left 
at a straigh 
horizontal. 

e of approximately forty-five degrees from 

turned to hi 
watched the object for two to three sc~cond~, 
s 

looked back. 
to call their attention to it, and then 

-watched the object a few more seconds after 
he looked back from calling to his friends, when the object made 
a sharp turn downward as if it were dropping out of the sky. The 
object moved almost straight down, 
right to left. 

having a little angle from 
The object descended for approximately two 

seconds and then exploded. The point of explosion was a quarter 
of the way down from the object's maximum height to the tree 
tops. 

'L-l firework going 
advised that the explosion looked like a 

off, having the red-orange color of fire and being 
brighter than the original flare-like object. There was a little 
white-powder colored smoke around the explosion and several 
pieces fell away from the point of expllosion. The size of the 
explosion was approximately three times as large as the flare- 
like object. 

Three of the falling pieces were each larger than 
the flare-like object and a few smaller pieces sloped outward and 
down. While the pieces fell at different rates of speed, they 
remained relatively close together throughout their descent. Of 
the three large pieces, one came straight down in the middle 
while the other two were out to either side moving slightly away 
during the descent. They had no definite shape but had the same 
fire color as the explosion, only duller. 

Approximately two to three se 
falling pieces disappeared behind the trees, 
sound like thunder. The sound came from the 
approximately one and one half seconds. 

-stated that the weather was clear and that 
at the time of the event, he thought the sun was behind him in 
the western sky, obscured by trees. 
aircraft while at the water hole. 

id not see any 
not under the 

/o3t 
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influence of any substance while observing the event. 
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Date of transcription 7/23/96 

ic11oor0, 
s interviewed, 

the following 

working on the Beach in W&thambton; New York. At 
approximately 8:45 saw what appeared to be cheap 

about 4 or 5 houses west of the 
firework as a white spark 
across the sky. A short time 

observed an orange fireball in the sky 
The fireball fell out of the sky. 

observed was travelling in 
Seconds after observing the 

heard and felt one explosion, then three other 

Soon after the explosion, 
Helicopter fly over the bridge. 

saw a National Guard 

Q 

265A-NY-259028~SUB CL I - 27 
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:-.nvestipatlon on 7/ 2 3/9 6 at New York 
Ffle# 265A-NY-259028 09ty3 

PI' by SA Daniel Kilcullen, Jr. 

;:a; - .I. M3’t Yu-K 1 
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Lead - Control #TW3245 

July 17, 1996. rovided the following information: 

others were 

before.8:45 p.m., he had been worki 
room. The switch -gear oom has no 

windows and is located at the base of the bridge. bdvise 
he wanted a break and he 
roadway CC +‘,9 bridge. 
the switch g*ar room 
State Departmeut of 
from 
standing at the 

Id 
the 
in P- 

was 
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begins to cross thy river and was looki 
At approximately the beach. et45 p.n., 

that was trave 

stent with the 

L fireball due to its distance from him (approximately one-half 
mile away). The fireball descended at approximately a 30 degree 

.angle and left a fire trail burning behind it. According to 
wire, the fireball disappeared behind the second house to the 
west of the public parking area located at Beach Lane and Dune 
Road. 

As the fireball was falling 
look. 7 it must be an'a~~'and~~y 
ran down o the public parking area to see if he could see 
anything else. - 

-tated after the fireball disappeared behind the 
house, he heard the .first,qf four explosions. This first 
explosion was the loudest of the four 
concussion from the.explosion 
on. ly eight to nine 
explosion, App-roxa eard a second and third explosion. The third -' 
explosion occUrred .immediately following the second- explosion or 
what appeared to be.at almost the same time. Approximately'one 
second after the third explosiijn,'~LSard a fburth and final 
explosion. 

On the afternoon of .Juiy 17, 199makzt grrved a * 
Cl30 and helicopters flying in the ar'ea. 
helicopter was a National Guard helicopter and that the. Cl30 and 
helicopters appeared to be .on maneuvers. Just after the ,_ ~' 
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bserved a National Guard helicopter fly c 
ach Lane bridge headed toward the 

.~::~~~j+~:~~j 
explosion.:,;_'- 

The workers who had.been in the switch gear room had’ ..-k ’ .‘,-‘-; 
heard and felt the explosions and-came up on to the bridge deck 
to see what was happening. 

. . _ -tated several days after the July 17, 1996 
incident, he overheard an &ndividual in Eckard's Delicatessen in 
Westhampton Beach, 

white light travel from the beach area skyward on July 17, 1996. 

D estimated the distance from the southwest end of 1 : 
each Lane bridge to Dune Drive is approximately 300 .feet. 
estimated the distance from the southwest end of the Beach I , 

Lane bridge to the fourth home west of the public parking area on 
-Dune Road is roughly 800 to 900 feet. The fourth and second 
homes on Dune Road, west of the public parking area, identified 
by-in his description of the events that took place on 

17, -1996, are on the beach side or south side of Dune Road. 
July elped,sketch a diagram of the Beach Lane bridge, Beach 
Lane, Dune Roa c paiiking area on Dune Road and the homes 
on Dune Road. diagram is attached to this FD-302. 

informatio~rding his observations on July 17, 1996. 
tatod he doer not recall any additional 

wishes to cooperate in whatever way he can and he can be I 
recontacted at any time. c 

. 
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at her place of employment-, 
at 12:Sp home telephone nu 

"ibningville, New York ! 

Detectice DANNY CALEMINE, 
-4RT J. I&N, and 

a&i fhe nature of the interview, ehe 
provided the following information: 

-nd her friend, -were on the 
8:lS p.m. ferry from Patchogue to Davis Park. 
on the top deck, rear of the boat. -aa 

They were sitting 
facing west but 

turned to the east when her friend,-stated "look at the 
firework.H B 
the shape of an oval. 

aw a huge orange ball of flame in the sky in 

then fall in a vertical 
The flame seemed to hang in the sky and 

stream to the surface, dropping from the 

Ll 
oval/oblong shape straight down. The flame faded from the 
top/sky down to the ocean. The flame was spotted when they were 
three-fourth (3/4) of the way to Fire Island. 
the flame, 

While looking at 
-saw houses on the curve part of Fire Island. 

It was approximately 8:25 to 8:30 p.m., whe-first saw 
the flame. After the flame fell straight down there was an 
orange haze over the water. 

-tated that-tated that she had seen 
somethingeome up to where the explosion occurred. 
to her while still on the ferry. 

This was told 

. 

lllv~oa 07/22/96 It 

Fikl 265A-NY-259028 

by SA STEWART IS m- 702r/ me 
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Date of transcription 07/23/96 

East Moriches, New York 

dentities and nature of the 
interviewing Special Aqent and Suffolk County Police Detective, 
provided the following information: 

travelling 
On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:26PM,m 

from Harrison, NY, towards East Moriches, NY, on the 
Long Island Expressway (LIE), near Exit 69, witnessed a plane in 
the air. 

intact. 
-stated at first glance the plane was entirely 

the plane 
Due to the distance from his vantage point,-stated 

looked small, and that it probably came from Spadaro 
Airport in East Moriches, NY. 
illuminated from the daylight. 

He stated that the plane looked 

-stated, at second glance, approximately two (2) 
seconds after the first glance, he saw il ball of fire. -then 
stated that the plane began to drop from the sky, in a flat-spin 
motion. 'did not see the plane hit the water, nor did he 
hear any type of sounds. 

address, 
-wife,- DOB October 12, 1937, same 

a so in the car, stated that she did not see any of the 
events pertaining to the plane because she was asleep. 

46 
265A-NY-259028-SUB c’ 
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Inve9igation on 07/19/96 at East Moriches, New York *- /z 
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SCPD Det. Mike Pitt 
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Date of transcrlption 7/26/96 

Country Road, Bellport, New York, 
interviewed at her businc ,. 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 6:30 pm,, 
attended a dinner meeting of the Bellport Chamber of Commerce at 
the Bellport Yacht Club. Near the end of the meeting she heard 
one of the members who she knows by the name 
"that plane is in trouble.t1 At the same 

of-exclaim, 
e heard her 

daughter state, Ulook at the fireworks.** looked to the 
southeast, where her daughte nting and saw two "balls of 
fire" falling from the sky. hought 
small plane crash on the bay 

she was seeing a 
Fire Island. 

-heard someone say, "get the time." She look at 
L a clock which showed 8:34 pm. 

-did not hear any explosion, and did not hear any 
sings of a crash. Bbserved no susp,icious boats near the 
Bellport Marina. 

265A-NY -259028~SUd -c - 
Y7 3 

h 
J 

.hu&gation on 7/20/96 

File # 265A-NY-259028 

at Bellport, New York 

by SA MICHAEL &d&:cam Date dictated 7/ 2 3/9 6 
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purpose of the interview. 
following information: 

thereafter provided the 

"it must be trying to land." 

A short time later, - and her friend were 
on the Montauk Bypass, also known as Frowein Road. 

noticed a plane flying northwest to southeast and 

around anymore. 
be a different plane because it was not circling 

Right about that t;me, they passed a sum 
to where Frowein Road merges with Montauk Highway. 
heard a whistle/screechin Pe 
of a fan belt screech. 

sound which she compared to the sound 
qll)thou~;~o;~~ E;z:nfnd 

her and traveled from north to south. 
then her attention was brought northward to the sky a few seconds 
later where she saw the clouds light up to a reddish color, like 
a flash of lightening would cause, 
was approximately 8:35 p.m. at the 
if she had also heard the sound, but 

-surmised that was because the sound had passed by the 
passenger side of the truck, where she was sitting. 

265A-NY-259ii28-&~~ c, - 
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:tt New York State Police Department. The-interview was 
conducted on July 22, 1996. 

states that on July 17, 1996, between 8:30 
north on the beach toward the 

ton Beach, New York, 
Remsenburg, New 

heard a boom 

five (5) degrees west 6f the club. He then heard-other booms, 
which his friend,- said numbered three including the first 
boom. The flames then disappeared into the water. 
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provided the following information: 

advised that he observed the July 17, 1996 
was watching an National Broadcasting Company 

(NBC) STONE PHILLIPS report on Unidentified Flying Objects 
(UFOs). -advised that the government has covered up UFO's 
since a ROSWELL incident on July 2, 1947. -was seated in 
his living room facing south toward the sliding glass doors that 
overlook the ocean. 

orange fire. 
observed a ball of extremely bright, very vivid 

It appeared to be moving up and out toward the 
water. It created a vertical column of fire. The column had a 
slight hour glass-like curve and appeared to remain stationary. 
Next, the entire column plunged into the water. It descended 
into the water like a lightening bolt. The column appeared to 
crash at the end of the horizon. Ten to fifteen seconds later, 
there were two tremendous jolts. 

J 
Invebt+grtion on 07/19/96 at Westhampton, New York 

! 
File # 265A-NY-259028 

SA CHARLES J. RUSSE 
SA STEVEN A. BONGAR 
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Date of transcription 07/26/96 

d the purpose of the 

The- 
(2) smaller explosions. 

heard a major explosion, then heard two 
The explosions sounded like thunder. 

They did not visually observe the incident. 

L 16 I 
.-_ ,., -- *” -cc _., .._ ..,, 

Invatigation on 07/ 18/96 at Westhampton, New York .'. : "L 
File # 265A-NY-259028 

SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL I 
by SA MICHAEL C, INCE/h 
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Date of transcription 7/27/96 

MONARCH CENTER, M ontauk Highway, Center M oriches, New York. 
A fter being advised of the identity of the interviewing Agents 
and the nature of the interview. 
inform ation: 

They provided the following 

saw flam es shoot up once from  the surface, then all that she saw 
was black smoke. She stated that her party called the Coast 
Guard and that they were the third such call the Coast Guard 
received, and that the Coast Guard would send a boat out to check 
it out. She further stated that the expl,osion rem inded her of 
the space shuttle Challenger explosion in 1986. 

her perception of the pink glow was that it was m oving away from  
position. When she indicated her position on a m ap of the area 
and the direction, she saw the pink glow go, it appears that it 
was the sam e direction of the crash site. 

person q t:%e" $~v~~~ ~~f',a~sh~h~h~~~~~ he to witness 
saw the pink glow ascend and then descend. His approxim ation of 
the height of the pink glow was about 10,000 feet. 

had m entioned that her and m  had 
on Thursday night with som e people at the 

dock and that they had pretty m uch seen the sam e thing. cc- .,~J.i-pJy -2zc; p$suB 

Investigation on 7/19/96 at Center M oriches, New York 
I- - .~~~;~~x~~~~~' 7 
\ __- --- 

File# 265A-NY-259028 I 

SA JAMES G. LEE :jJ 
$,3 2 4’5 

,& 
SA ROBERT S. CRISALLI (RSC:dp) &- Date dictated 7/23&em -e. '.-', 
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Date of tmscripbon 7/27/96 

MONARCH CENTER, Montauk Highway, Center Moriches, New York. 
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Agents 
and the nature of the interview. 
information: 

They provided the following 

saw it descend for about 30 seconds. When it was over Fire 
Island, it exploded into an orange half of flames. It separated 
into two distinct columns of fire, then hit the water. Next, she 
saw flames shoot up once from the surface, then all that she saw 
was black smoke. She stated that her party called the Coast 
Guard and that they were the third such call the Coast Guard 
received, and that the Coast Guard would send a boat out to check 
it out. She further stated that the explosion reminded her of 
the space shuttle Challenger explosion in 1986. 
perception of the pink glow was that it was movi 
position. When she indicated her position on a map of the area 
and the direction, she saw the pink glow go, it appears that it 
was the same direction of the crash site. 

person w $:ed %v~~~ %f~a~:sh~h~h~~$ he to witness 
saw the pink glow ascend and then descend. His approximation of 
the height of the pink glow was about 10,000 feet. 

had mentioned that her and had 
on Thursday night with so ple at the 

dock and that they had pretty much seen the same thing. 
ccM 

.,ds:.;-i41i'/ ,~.-(,.~l.~3 -,3 J . . .I!J-gj3 

Investigation on 7/19/96’ at Center Moriches, New York 
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Date of tranrtiption 07/30/96 

a 
Mitigation, 
resides at! -- telephone number 
Moriches Coau 
questioning 
interview. She, t 

----IF , who 
p, New Yor 12020, 

I, tias contacted at the East 
Base, East Moriches, New York. s. - Prior to any 

-* "e identities of the tL.A es., 1 a..: --I a was aavlsea OK m 
hereafter, provided L115 AU~~UW~IIY: 

~%!ll!Jv ~~ 
New York State Emergency Management Office, was headm 

Into the Mount Sinai Harbor roughly a mile and a half off the 
North Shore, when she witnessed an explosion. 

sou 
She saw a very large orange glowing ball in the sky due 

.th of where she was sailing. Seconds later 
sha rp, yellow, very distinct, 
that it was curved at the end like a hook. 

f~S~~ws~ated streak rising about 1 . 
She noticed the 

streak started at the shoreline and traveled up to the sky and 
veered westbound. She heard no sound and stated that the whole 
event lasted no more than three to four (3 to 4) seconds. 

they saw ~:~~~,':n~~te~;~a~t4~~~~~::.d 
at a later date and provided information. 

i&l 
Investigation on 07/28/96 at East Moriches, New York 

ZQ~a-sup 
i.. 
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Date of transcription 8/8/96 

On July 25, 1996 at about 6:35 pm, Detective 
GARCIA, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)/New York 

NICHOLAS 
City 
contact 

szc 

At about 6:4 
over telephone 

was made to contact 
This also met with 

\ / 
evening at approximately 8:40 pm he observed an orange-red flash 
followed by smoke in the horizon. He could not tell if it was on 
the water or in the sky. He had nothing further to add. 

et 8:20 pm 
He was with his &other and friend as describe 

the writer was contacted bm -3 

eports observing a streak of smoke coming from a 
large fire ball in the distance taking the form of a funnel. 

projectile or light &-ail. 

265A-Ny-m&- i3 

,-a--_ 
‘w 

7/25/96 Long Island, New York /Telephonic ----7 
Investigation on at I 1 
File * 265A-NY-259028 

b) DET. NICHOLAS GARCIA/NYCPD/dap Date dicta&” *c : 
7/2$/196 i 
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.~ l-.Tc.- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 8/8/96 

On July 25, 1996 at about 6:35 pm, Detective NICHOLAS 
GARCIA, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)/New York City 

At about 6:4 
over telephone 

was made to contact 
This also met with 

evening at approximately 8:40 pm he observed an orange-red flash 
followed by smoke in the horizon. He could not tell if it was on 
the water or in the sky. He had nothing further to add. 

,,, 8:20 pm the writer was contacted bm 
He was with his brother and friend as describe 

eports observing a streak of smoke coming from a 
large fire ball in the distance taking the form of a funnel. 

SaF 
I 

4 

4 

-3 

projectile or light trail. 

II 
,’ Y 3 

e 

265$,#y-~&- + 
-- 

.-----. 

Jnvesttgstton on 7/25/96 at Long Island, New York Telephs----, 
‘\ 

Ftle = 265A-NY-259028 
stm n G 

bl DET. NICHOLAS GARCIA/NYCPD/dap Date dictated, * 7/26[96 
\ _ --- - ..__ Ti: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

- 

Date of transcription g/5/96 

entral. Falls, Rhode 
was advised of the 

identity of the interviewing agent, and that the interview 
concerned US Air Flight 217 from Charlotte, North Carolina to 
Providence, Rhode Island on July 17, 1996. mrovided the 
following information: 

217 on July 17, 1996. 
out the window at the scenery as the flight was'approaching 
Providence. He saw a bright orange and red fireball on the right 
and down from the aircraft. The fire started droping from the 
sky and landing below - it looked like a forest fire. 

seen that. 
T"-'"^"~~i;Eei~o~~sdi:~u~~~~dt~~~~~a~~d 

been an airp ane or a boat exploding. 

aw nothing unusual before the fireball. 

265A-NY-25902&SUB a+ 

Investigation on 7/30/96 at Providence, RI Cm _ 
Filet 265A-NY-259038 Sub 302 -- K- 

r ,- - - 13::'c 
-’ - *-’ 

b> SA G. RUSSELL GRIFFITHS Date d&t&l 
8 / 5, g‘6!‘- v 

‘. A.1.. -- - 77, 
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FEDERUBUREAUOF WVESTIGATION 
Date of transcription 7/31/96 

West Warwick, 
nically interviewed 

1996, off Long Island, New York. 
LIGHT 800, July 17, 

USAIR FLI- 
dvised that he and his wife were on 

Providence, 
217 en route from Charlotte, North 

Rhode Island on July 17, 1996, when at approximately 
ad begun its descent to land at 

told him that she had seen a plane on 
She was at the window seat, 17F. He 

side of the plane. 

second seett;;d;;oked out and down. He was in the 
He saw a big fire to the east that 

'L.-l looked as if it was on the water. 
about 25,000 feet. 

The plane was probably at 
see the outline of where the 

ocean met the like a ship on fire. The 
fire was huge. He observed it for about ten to fifteen seconds. 
He did not see any airplane or lights. 

Afterwards, a white female in her late teens or early 

who may have also seen the fire. 

p.m. 
The flight landed in Providence at approximately 8:55 

Personal background in is as follows: 

DATE OF BIRTH: 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 

265X-NY -259028~SU6 cb _ 
-- _._- -----.-_. -.- -.__ 

- 
lnvestigrtion on 7130196 at WEST WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND -_ _. 

Filc# 265A-NY-259028 SUB 302 /. # 

by SA THOMAS J. CARSON JR./dmi Date dictated ?f 30/96 ___ 

/=4 
‘),’ 

!+ 
This document contains nsithsr r~ionllll~rldations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of& FB] and is loaned to your agency: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/24/1996 

ate of Birth (DOB) 
, Mastic Beach, New 

I, was advised of the official 
identities of the 
interview. 

interviewing agents and the purpose of the 
hen furnished the following information: 

they were using was to position the boat at the south of Moriches 
Inlet and to drift to the north of the inlet. At one point, 
while the boat was at the southern portion of the inlet 
observed a large red or orange fishing boat, 
feet in length, 

approximat 
several miles to their southeast. 

-,his boat because of its large size and the fact t 
kring fish with them. Additionally 

:u z-ear. 

, ,,,,,g&Fd;;Se$ 
fishing boat with a 

did not notice the boat moving. 

At approximately 8:30 PM, July 17, 
Lad drift 

1996A 
Led to the north end of Moriches InletA 

xqjaged in a task such as baiting a hook when 
P ; r p e * : Y. : v--v*. w-u, directed his attention to the south7 

zi - large explosicr, at an altitude of 1000 feet. 
- '-aTAge in -- cslor and descended in a slisht arc from east tc west. 
1. 

1e -- firebail split in two on its desce:t and left a trail of 
kla~ck smoke. Followinq the explosiond 
5irectlon 0 f the nrevi&s siahtina of the ~,,~"~~~/k:~~~~ boat 
3x5 saw what appeared to be 6v:*: 

a- ---, ----- 
--4hE lights in the water whi 

kelie:red was burning wreckage. 
ch he 
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birtha 
address' 
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-l- 

BZDEJUL BUREAU OF -ATIoN 

~ilford,cOnW&c~out, 
was interviewed at her home by the below 

on the below listed date. 
1 

Also present wa8 
white male, date of birth Marob J-L---) ---a-- her son, 

9, 1984. sne was aa 1 ea of tl 
agent and the naturz Ef the interview.! 
following information: 

On Wednesday evening, 7/17/96 
on her deck, with her family. The house 

was eating dinner 
on waterfront 

property. The deck has an unobetructed view of the Long Island 
Sound. Visibility was good. While the sun had set, it was still 
light outside. 

Sometime between 8:30 pm and 8:45 pm,- called 
her attention to a strange glow in the sky over the Long Island 
Sound. She saw an orangish - red column of light. It appeared the 
same color as the setting sun. The colmn appeared to bend to the 
right when looking from top to bottom. This column lasted only a 
few seconds. It then faded away. 
come out and look at it. By the !!HFZ%t,hZ EZZ"to a 
small ball on the horizon. 

pointed out a sailboat in the Sound and 
ght of the colunn to have been twice as long as 

a sailboat mast.(approximakly two degrees). She further pointed 
towards an approximate bearing of 180 degrees (magnetic) and 

_' 

stated the column appeared in that area. I !,:j. .; . ,. -_ 
added that he saw it first. The column 

had already formed when he first noticed it. 
,$& 
:.. ; 2; I ..,'.,‘.< ---l I'< 

Neither-Inor f-8-w any 
object in the vicinity prior to notic ng 
no sound that thev attributed to this 

l column. They heard 
column. Thrv recalled na 

.:::,;q~ 1 ;: 

saw some shimmering points around the c; 

slwedipaiam an 7/22/96 

F&# 265A-NY-259028 
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265A-NY-259028 

-concurred with  his drawing. 
!Bd.rewadm 0lu.m.~ 

thennarked ona map the approximate line of sight to the column. Copies of both 
drawing and map are attached to this FD-302. 

069 --. 
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ImDERAL BUREAU OF INvEsrIGATIoN 

Ducoftram&ka f/22/96 

agent and the nature of the interview. 
following information: 

provided the 

On Wednesday evening, 7/17/96 
on her deck, with her family. The house 
property. The deck has an unobstructed view of the Long Island 
Sound. Visibility was good. While the sun had set, it was still 
light outside. 

Sometime between 8:30 pm and 8:45 pm,- called 
her attention to a strange glow in the sky over the Long Island 
Sound. She saw an orangish - red column of light. It appeared the 
same color as the setting sun. The column appeared to bend to the 
right when looking from top to bottom. This column lasted only a 
few seconds. It then faded away. 
come out and look at it. By the 
small ball on the horizon. 

til.~%t,hE E"ZeFto a 

pointed out a sailboat in the Sound and 
ght of the column to have been twice as long as 

a sailboat mast.(approximately two degrees). She further pointed 
towards an approximate bearing of 180 degrees (magnetic) and 
stated the column appeared in that area. 

added that he saw it first. The column 
had already formed when he first noticed it. 

by SA Kenneth E Gray Jr : KEG/keg 
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265A-NY-259028 

- !~drewad~lumn.~ 
concurred with his drawing. then marked on a 

map the approximate line of sight to the column. Copies of both 
drawing and map are attached to this FD-302. 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dale of transcription 8/6/96 

, 

was interviewed by the undersigned 
moored at Taylors Landing Marina, 

After being advised as to 
the identities of the interviewing Agents, and to the purpose of 

:r;;6fnm 
that being his boating activities on July 17, 

provided the following information: --- - iv=- indicated that he resides 

is a sel; 
Virginia, home telephone 

L-3 --La-- -A-A-A LL 

when the foliowing transpired:- 
- 

were be 
advised 
looked 
nothing 
yacht's 
chart e 

Sometime 
low deck per 

that he hea 

ncomnassinu 
&a approximately at position 40.17 N / 72.13-W at the 

reported hearing the noise. 

!W!!t 
advised that just before 1O:OO p.m. 

observed a , or boats to his vessel's stern. 
strange due to the boat's unusual 

* ;;;EJthic 
a m-.. .< 

dicated that the lights were 
n number from four (4) to six (6). 

that the boat was possibly a sixty foot vessel, 
been three (3) twenty foot boats.- He indicated that the boat was 
too small to register on his yacht's radar. 

265A-l\lY-259C)28-SUBC.‘. 
,:“. c.:,;dlis~” ,n B/5/96 a1 Norfolk, Virginia 

.  .  - -  
. ;  .  

j .‘: 265A-NY-259028- ,, - .' 2 * I 
I 6 / 

SA MILTON D. CHALKLEY 
SA TERRI A. WOODWARD Dare Jicbtcrl I AUG 28 1996 ' 
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Conhwation of FD-302 of fl.on 8/5/96 ,plge _z 

went to bed at 10:00 p.m. 
watch. At 2:00 a.m., 

- 
whilv stood he relieved-and resumed wa ch. 

ndicated that at 2:00 a.m. the same red lights were 
visible off of his-stern 

I, 
last observed the lights at 

approximately 3:30 a.m. indicated that he only observed 
the light array, never the actual vessel itself. 

indicated that he recalled only one other boat 
ate vicinity that night. This boat he 

observed only on radar. It was some distance in front of him to 
the seaward side. He opined it was approximately a sixty foot 
boat. 

elated that his yacht was approximately 
thirty (30) f of the coast of Long Island, New York at 
the time he observed the above described boats. Due to course 
changes, he was not able to provide a specific chart reference 
location. 

/733 
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Date of tmnscription 7/25/96- 

L 

-6s advised of the official identitic 
rviewing Agents and the nature of the interview. 

then provided the following information: 

~~~dw%@%f; dog at SMITH POINT Bin 
Mastic, New York, at approximately 8:30 PM to 8:45 PM. 
advised they were walking in the parking lot facing sou owards 
the ocean when they saw a light heading straight up in the sky 
just east of their location. The light was a small red ball that 
they caught half-way up-in the sky. The red ball looked like a 
flare that had been fired from the beach. No smoke trail was 
observed emanating from the red ball. Nothing was observed 
falling from the red ball. The red ball took approximately four 

impact from halfway up in the sky. Upon impact, 
fireball which drifted or floated 

fire an up further. A smoke 
trail came from the explosion. rew a sketch. Special 
Agent (SA) SHEA wrote notes on as directed by- 

'20/96 at East Patchogue, New York 

P. SHEA 
'azw 

nptcdicpDsd .7/22/96- 
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265A-NY-259028 
NJP:dp , -!' 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) NICK J. PINDULIC and SA PAUL VALENTINE on July 18, 
1996. A canvas of Oneck Place and Oneck Road in Westhampton 
Beach located the following individuals who observed an 
explosion, heard a loud noise, or both: 

'L 

-The above two individuals were at STARRBOGGS RESTAURANT 
and about 9 PM, maybe a little earlier, 
be a fireworks display. 

noticed what appeared to 

falling. 
They described about 15 to 20 streamers 

They stated it was clear it was an explosion followed 
by black smoke. 

1.. 

‘il 

b . 

3. The above stated he heard two noises like thunder. 
_ 

The 
sounds were close together in time. He heard the sounds about 
8:40 PM. -'He did not see anything. . ...,' 'r: -;. r 

-The above heard at least two thunder type noises at 
: ;,I+; 

about 8:30 to 8:50. She went outside but saw nothing. , .I$; -.-<q;, :.r*" -g 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 

Agent (SA) NICK J. P INDULIC and SA PAUL VALENTINE on July 18, 
1996. A canvas of Oneck Place and Oneck Road in Westhampton 
Beach located the following individuals who observed an 

explosion, heard a loud noise, or both: 

-The above two individuals w&e at STARRBOGGS RESTAURANT 
and about 9 P M , m aybe a little earlier, noticed what appeared to 
be a fireworks display. 
falling. 

They described about 15 to 20 streamers 
They stated it was clear it was an explosion followed 

by black smoke. 

3’ The above stated he heard two noises like thunder. 
sounds were close together in tim e. 

The 

8:40 P M . -'He did not see anything. 
He heard the sounds about 

-The above heard at least two thunder type noises at 

about 8:30 to 8:50. She went outside but saw nothing. 

265A-NY-26-6- 
3 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 

Agent (SA) NICK J. P INDULIC and SA PAUL VALENTINE on July 18, 
1996. A  canvas of Oneck Place and Oneck Road in Westham pton 
Beach located the following individuals who observed an 

explosion, heard a loud noise, or both: 

-The above two individuals were at STARRBoGGS RESTAURANT 
and about 9 P M , m aybe a little earlier, 
be a fireworks display. 

noticed what appeared to 

falling. 
They described about 15 to 20 stream ers 

They stated it was clear it was an explosion followed 
by black smoke. 

3‘ The above stated he heard two noises like thunder. The 
sounds were close together in tim e. He heard the sounds about 

8:40 P M . -'He did not see anything. 

“- . . 

-The above heard at least two thunder type noises at 
about 8:30 to 8:50. She went outside but saw nothing. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) NICK J. PINDULIC and SA PAUL VALENTINE on July 18, 
1996. A canvas of Oneck Place and Oneck Road in Westhampton 
Beach located the following individuals who observed an 
explosion, heard a loud noise, or both: 

-The above two individuals were at STARRBOGGS RESTAURANT 
and about 9 PM, maybe a little earlier, 
be a fireworks display. 

noticed what appeared to 
They described about 15 to 20 streamers 

falling. They stated it was clear it was an explosion followed 
by black smoke. 

3’ The above stated he heard two noises like thunder. The 
sounds were close together in time. He heard the sounds about 
8:40 PM. -'He did not see anything. 

,The above heard at least two thunder type noises at 
about 8:30 to 8:SO. She went outside but saw nothing. 

. . - 
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Date of f laascr ip l ioa 7 /2 9 /9 8  ‘1  

a t the i r  res idence  b  
a n d  p rov ided  th e  fo l lowing:  

O n  July 1 7 , 1 9 9 6 , they  were  a t the i r  h u n tin g  shack in  
B e l lport  B a y , app rox ima tely  one-ha l f m i le wes t of S m ith  P o int. 
B e tween 8 :3 0  p m  a n d  9 :0 0  p m  th a t even ing , they  were  sitt ing o n  
the i r  deck  over looktpg, the sand  d u n e s . S u d d e n l y , a t eye- leve l  
over  th e  d u n e s  in  a  sou theas t direct ion, they  observed  a  
f irebal l .  T h e  f i rebal l  was  .in  th ree  pa r ts. 
wh ich  was  th e  b igges t, 

T h e  m a in explos ion,  
a n d  two smal le r  ones  o n  e a c h  side. T h e  

exp los ion  to  th e  left o f th e  f i rebal l  was  sl ight ly smal le r  than  
th e  exp los ion  to  th e  right. A fte r  th e  f i rebal l  they  saw s m o k e  
gradua l ly  fa l l ing d o w n  from  th e  exp los ion  to  beh ind  th e  d u n e s . 

T h e  7  never  h e a r d  th e  exp los ion  a n d  d id  n o t 
m a k e  any  o the r  o  servat ions.  

i.:-., 
( te leDhonica l lV1 .':'<  4 i  
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FEDERALBUREAUOFINVE!RIGATION 

Patchogue, New York, 

and provided the following: 

On July 17, 1996, they were at their hunting shack in 
Bellport Bay, approximately one-half mile west of Smith Point. 
Between 8:30 pm and 9:00 pm that evening, they were sitting on 
their deck overlook$ng*the sand dunes. Suddenly, at eye-level 
over the dunes in a southeast direction, they observed a 
fireball. The fireball was .in three parts. The main explosion, 
which was the biggest, and two smaller ones on each side. The 
explosion to the left of the fireball was slightly smaller than 
the explosion to the right. After the fireball they saw smoke 
gradually falling down from the explosion to behind the dunes. 

The 
make any othe 

never heard the explosion and did not 
‘-.+ 

.I.- 

c 

‘L/ 
investigation on 7/19/96 It Patchogue, New York (telephonically) 

/ 
File# 265A-NY-259028 n/ 

SA DONALD W. MC CORM 

,/$ 
SA GEORGE W. CONNELL 7/24/96 

lnir *,v.,rmrn, m"ni". ".;,I... ,m........vi~~~nr n ,t ir ,I.- -.....- -. rC.L" ?-D, -..A :- ,----A b -.-_- ----.. 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESIIGATION 

Dateoftt8mcription 7/26/96 

interview, and provided the following information: 

stated he was sitting in the Smith Point 
camping area, Spot 42, on Wednesday, July 17, 1996, and at 
approximately 8:30 pm, he saw fire coming down from the sk 
over the ocean. He stated that when he spoke to his son, Ale Port Jefferson Station, New York, 

beeper number his son 
on the William Floyd Parkway at 

approximately 8:30 pm, on Wednesday, July 17, 1996, and heard 
three loud popping sounds, similar to M-80's going off. He 
stated his son had just left the camping area and may be able to 

L 
provide further information. 

, 

265A-NY-259028-SUB - ( c ’ 

I 
SEUU!D 
SLJ.ML!XC IXEXE~ 

FILED 

FEB 2 6 1997 \ 

FBI - NEW YORK -/ 

- ;i’L&( 

L-J 
Ittvcsligation on 7/20/96 at Shirley, New York 

~fi~# 265A-NY-259028 

by SA ANDREW DE CICCO:cam c ;a ' Date dictated 7/23/96 
0777 

This documant contains t&her tecottumthtiorts nor cottchtsiins of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is lomcd to your agency; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of aanscription 07/26/96 

provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximate1 8:40 PM,- 
stated that she and her daughter, y Date of Birth 
(DOB) November 23, 1970, same address as mother, were watching 
television and from their window next to their television, facing 
southl overlooking Dune Road, saw a fireball fall from the sky. 

I stated she did not hear any sounds. 

stated that she was contacted by many 

L 
ht of the 17th of July, 1996, to 2:30 

AM, 18th of July, 1996. She provided no further information. 

. 

‘LA Invcstigotion on 07/19/96 hes, New York - 
265A-NY-259028 

SA JOHN S. HUI; SA' 
SCP DET. FANNING Date dicta&d ir7/21/96 

mfi dcammt contains ncilher fcc01lUllendationS nor CollCtinS Of the ml. It is the property of the FBI ud is balled tr, your Sgcncy; 





The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent WILLIAM BANSEN, Federal Bureau of Investigation, New York 
Office, at the Swordfish Beach Club, Dune Road, Westhampton 
Beach, New York, on July 18, 1996: 

. 


